Circumpances refpelling Pythagoras.

Mrs. Pilozzi’s concert, with the af-

ftance of Mr. Piozzi’s playing, and
mifs Hamilton’s elegant finger is the
moft attradtive in town.—The laft al-
fembly was brifliant in charaéters aud
appearance, heyond all others.  Among
the profeffional raen were Cramer, Cer-
yetto, arnd Harrifon,—

The mufical fund concert does not
take place this year in the Abbey, but
there are to be two voncerts at the
Pantheon for the purpofes of the chari-
ty—at which place, the ancient mutical
concert has commenced under the di-
re&tion of the marquis of Carmarthen,

The drefles for lat wmonth at Paris
were, for walking, a robe and petticoat
wnited, of fattin itriped green and violet
without trimming.—

.A long cloak of white fattin, trimmed
with fox-fkin.

On the neck, a plain fichu, full and
pnojecting.

(‘n the arms, a large muffof Siberian
Wolf s fkin ; ornamented with a knot
of Aurora ribband.

The head-drefs is a chapeau la I'Ef-
pagnole. The brim of black fattin is
tucked up on the right fide with a loop
of rofe fattin, The crown is of white
fattin, bound with a"wreath of rofe rih-
band cut. An aigrette of two large
sule and white feathers, and three black
is fixed to that part where the brim is
tucked wp.

The hair is craped on the fides and
done in detached curls on the forehead,
behind it Roats in°ringlets.

The thoes rofe fattin, trimmed with
filver fringe.

Caraco a la Sultana—Ts made of light
violet fattin .with long fleeves of the
fame colours, trimmed, with gauze ruf-
fles cut in pointe. ‘The fkirts are leng

. and cut in the thape of lozenges, there

are two necks, the upper is narrow and

.of violet famin, the under broad and of

white fartin,

Under the Caraco a flomacher and
lmx petticoat, united of white fattin,

A broad girdle of black velvet, on
which are two large medalions, gilt and
enamelled

‘The head-drefs a ’plam cap, oma-
mented with a koot of Aurora ribband.

The hair dreffed en tapet. Four curls
an each fde, fall exadlly on the bofom :
behind lofe and in feparate curls.|
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Circum/flances refpe8ing the Pbilzfnpbrr
PYTHAGORAS, Colleted by Mr.
C,umum.anp Jrom incient Au-
thors.

THE parents of Pythagoras put him
firlt under the tuition of Pherecydes
of Syrus. Pherecydes did not die till
Olymp. LXVL. fo that Diogenes Laer-
tius muft be flagrantly miftaken in fay-
ing that Pythagoras fiudied under this
philofopher till his death, He was ve
young when he went into Syria for thia
;:urpofc, for he returned ta Samos to
is parents, and after fludying fome
time under Hermodamas there, fet out
upon his travels into Egypt at the age of

cighteen.

At this u'lK age he had acquired all
the erudition the philofophers of Greece
could give him. He had already vifited
many cities of Syria, and performed his
initiations. It is faid he had confulted
Thales in perfon, and had been advifell
by that fage to profecute his fludies 2~
mong the learned Egyptians. But this
is doubtful ; it i altogether improbable
that he fhould depart from Samos at
the age of eighteen, vpon the patviotic
motive afcribed to him by Laertius, of
avoiding the growing tyranny of his
countryman Polycrates ; efpecially when
the fame biographer informs us that he
took letters of recommendation from
Polycrates to king Amafis, defiring him
to give orders for Pythagoras being in-
firu@ed by tbe Egygtian priefts.

With this letter Pythagoras repaired
to Amafis, and obtained an order tothe
priefia agreeable to the requefls of Poly-
crates; with this he went firft to
pricfts of Heliopolis; they declined the
exccution of it by referring them to their
brothers at Mc:nrghi:. as heing their fe-
niors in the facerdotal rank ; thefe again
evaded the order, and difpatched him to
Diofpolites; he found thefe fages as
little difpofed to compliance as the pricfts
of Heliopolis or Memphis : however as
the king’s command was urgent, they
did not think fix abfulutely to :ll’ifoh;y

oupht

ity but took amethod whicht
Qa the neck a fichu jabet, very open. | would anfwer the fame pllfl’ﬂ;h and be-
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gan by deterring and alarming the in-
quifitive youth hy their preparatory auf-
terities.  Pythagoras had a conflitution
that could endure hardihips, and an am-
bition that nothing could daunt. He
fubmitted to the ceremony of circum-
cifion, and was initiated into their fa-
cred rites, unintimidated by all the hor-
rors with which they contrived to fet
them forth. L
They began then to regard him with
more- benignity and refped, and when
they found him learning their language
with furprizing rapidity, and conform-
.ing to their dilcipline with the moft ri-
gid exaéinefs, they looked upon him
with furprize a0d admiration; they
now refolved to hold pothing from ta-
Ients fo extraordinary, and a temper fo
conformahle; he learned their three
forts of letters; they admitted him to
their facrifices, and difclofed the moft
fecret rites of their religion, myfteries
never imparted before to any foreigner,
"Herefided in Egypt a long time, dur-
ing which he read the books of the an-
cient priefls, and there he difcovered
the fources of the Grecian theology,
and how erroncous the fyftem was,
which they had derived from thefe
fources. He is fuppofed henceforth to
have held the gods of the heathens in
contempt, and to have entertained fuit-
able ideas of the Divine Being.
Having perfe@ed himfclt in the geo-
metry and aftronomy of the Egyptians,
. and acquired the obfervations of infinite
ages, as Valerius Maximus expreiles it,
‘he determined upon exploring new and
more diltant fcenes in fearch of know-
!edge, and from Egypt went to Baby-
«0nN. J
His recommendations from Egy
fecured bim a reception from the Chal-
decs and Magi. Here he was a difci-
of Nazaratus the Affyrian; and we
are told by Porphyry, that he was puri-
fied by Zabratus from all defilements
of his former life. By what particular
mode of dilcipline this purification was
efle@ed, Porphyry does not explain.
From Babylon he puflied his travels
into Perfia, and was inftruéied by the
Magi-in their religion and way of liv-
ing. From them he received thofe rules
-of diet which he afterwards preferibed
to his diliples, with various opinions
of things clean and unclesn which were
-among his maxims. '

Circumftanc:s refpelting Pythagoras.

Thefe eonform to the prefent prac.
tice among the Brahmins, which may
well be fuppofed to have been inviol.
ably preferved from that feperate and fz-
cred caf? from times of high antiquity;
for what invention can be devifed to ‘7 .
cure the longevity of any fyfiem, bet-
ter than that upon which the facerdotal
order of Brahmins is eftablithed ¢

By the Perfian Magi he was infiruéied
in many particulars of Jewifh know.
ledge, chiefly their interpretations. of
dreama. - We have Cicero’s authority
for this part of his travels, and Valerius
Maximus fays the Pesfian Magi taught
him a2 moft complete fyftem of ethics;
that they likewife igftruted him in the
motions and coorfes of the heavenly
badies, their properties and effeéts, and
the influence every flar refpe@ively is
fuppofed to have.

In the courfe of thefe travels he pafled . |

more than twenty years; hethen turned
his face homewards, taking the Ile of
Crete in kis way ; here and at Lacedz.
mon he perufed thelr famous code of
Jaws, and having now completed the
great tour of feience, and flored his

- mnind with all the hidden Rores of oni- [
ental knowledge, he prefented himfelf - |5y

for the firft time to the admiring eyes of
Greece, affembled at the Olympic games,

A {pe®tacle no doubt it was for uni-
verfal admiration and refpe@. Ag un-
derflanding fo enriched and full of its
meridian vigour, was an ohjed® that the
wifeft of his cotemporaries might

latry. Pythagoras, in this attitude, fur-
reunded by the Grecian fages on the

field of the Olympic games, whillt eve- ¥
ry eye was fixed with rapture and de. -

light upon one of the mofl perfeétforms
iwmtul::? began to pour forth the won-
ders of his do@rine.  Aftonithment
feized the hearers, and almoft doubting
if it was a mortal that had been dil-

courfing, they with one voice applavded

bis wildom, and demended by what

sitle he wotld in future-be addrelled B

Pythagoras anfwered, that their feven
S pbite s for et b et them
or {ophifts; for his part he left themin
poﬁ'e&on of a diﬂi:&ion fo well
merited; he withed to beao ways
remembered or defcribed, them s 3
lover of wifdom; his preteafio did
not go to the poflefion of 4t; snd if
they would call him a“Puu.‘osorH;:

fook -
up to with veneration little fhort of ido- .

A ‘-__..,_.—— -

Lhoughts on the Diad. 8t

ke would be contented with the appella-
uog;om this time the ?:;lme of philofo-
ber became a title of honour amoang
fhe'iearned, whillt that .of fopbif# funk

{ato univerfal contempt.
{To be conéluded in our next.] -

e

- THOUGHTS. o3 tie IL1aD.” -

THE expedition of the Greeks againh
. Froy, has fupplied a fubject 2q an
heroic poerm,. which remains the wonder

_ of all times, and the uarivalled fandard

of the epic a5t . .. )
It shuft be owned no poet ever made
a happier choice, for what could be
: eerefli

g to 3 Grecian reader.

more:
than the recital of an 2&ion founded in
juftice and terminated in foccefs. .
The event itfclf was magnificent;
a coalition of thé Grecian flates in viu-
dication of an injurcd prince, who was
one of their number. . i
Had it recorded the expedition of
one great monarch againft another, it

is ealy to gomprehend how much that.

brilliant varlety of charaéter, which now
gives fuch dramatic' luftre to the com-
pofition, would have loft by the nature
of fuch a fubjeét; whereas the emulation
of the rival leaders conflitutes that com-
poond aftion, that firikiog contraft and
difcriminatiod of charalter, which ren-
der the Niad fo peculiarly enchanting.
The jultice of the updertaking forti-
fies the 'with 2 moral, fecures the
good opmion of his readers, and inte-
;c(k them cordially in l;_n cg;!’; 3 loto:
o gemznent. a pledge for 3
ilbes, that it enables him to tlfrow
into the frale oi the Trojans every
epifode of pity,. every ortament -of
magnanimity and valor, -which can
beautify, his - witholit the danger
of creating falfe prejudives in behalf of
the ofic ; in° we can mourn

" for Heflor, and not regret the viftory

of Achilles.

If Homer found thefe fncidents ready
to his hands, their combination was fu-
premely bappy; if he created them, his
dovention was almo® miraculous. i

‘The period at whick he wrote was no
bela fortunare, beiag ncither too remote
to impair the intereR of his fubjed, nor

*Fea. 1589,

fo near the time of adiion 23 to confine
his iancy to the limits of Ari@ hifterical
truth.

So wonderful an aifemblage of parts
meet in this work, that there is not a
paffion in the human breaft bt will fisd
its ruling interedl gratified by the peru- -
fal; and it is fo hapgily contrived that
the combination of thofe parts, multi-
tudinous as chey are, never violates the
uniformity of defign; the fubjeft re-
mains fimple and eatire: our ideas never
Rray from the hain obje@ of the poem,
though they are continually carried out
upon excurfions through the regions of
carth and heaven, upon the ftrongeft
pinions of fancy, .

The manner in which Homer em-
ploys his deitics, with the machinery
thar accompanies them, gives an amaze
ing brilliancy to the piGturefque and de-
feriptive powers of the » the vir-

1 .tna,.vices, Wjudmes,-paﬂionsof thofe

imaginary -beings fet them on a level
with human nature, fo far-as to give ps
an interelt in their fitvationsy, which a
jufter reprefentation of fuperior effences.
could not impart; while their immor-
tality andl power are engines in the poet’s
‘hands, whofe influence is unlimited by.

‘the laws of nature; thefe extrzordinary.

perfonages, at the fame time that they
‘take a part very eflential to theadion
of the drama, bricg about the incidents
by thofe fudden and fupernatural means,
which mortal heroes of the moft roman--

tic fort could not fo readily effeét.
‘This is an advantage on the part of 2
heathen poer, for which the chrifttm-
has no fubftitute ; for thofe moderns,
who in order to create furprize have in-
vented capricious beinps to produce ex-
travagant eveuts, ahove the reach of
human pewers, and below- the dignity
of diviae, violate our reafon while they
ftrive to amufe our fancy ; -bpt the pae
gan theorilt can find a deity ‘for every
purpofe without giving fcandal to the
believer,, or revolting the plilofopher. _
Amongft the oumberlefs excellencies
of the Itiad there is none more 1o head-
mired than the corrc&® precifion with
which [1omer draws his characters and
ptefecves them uniformly through the
poeru; an execlience in which Viegil
and the other Roman poets in general
gre greatly his inferiors. With Homer's
heroes we have more than hiftorical ar
quaintance, we are made intimate with
M thowe
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memoration of the noble fervices that
brave people rendered the crown of
England. “To inlult 2 Welfhman on
St. David's day is therefore grofs ingra-
titude. .

I€ the ‘Londoners who, under the
impreflion of vulgar prejudices, abufe
not only all foreigners, but even the
inthabitants of diffcrent counties of Eng-
fand, would takethe trouble of perufing
Daniel De Foe's fatire, called, ¢ The
true born Evnglithman,” they would
find, that though they may fairly boaft
of their municipal rights and rrmlegq,
they have no great caufe to plume their
pride cither on their genealogies or their
“wirtues ; for the truth is that a Londen

jly is generally a mixture of all
bloods and nations. Yet there is nothing
Sl o  Boruge. Jo by
ing of a 1 ew ten
apagnpon the body of a Savoyard
iﬂom‘an Catholic, boalt of his being a
flaunch proteltant, a found whig, and
a rrue-born Engli : roar for Mag-
na Charta, im on the bill of rights
+and talk of the bloodpoznhichbi:lm-
ble anceftors loft in oppofing regal ty-
ranpy, and fighting for the liberties of
his country. Indeed fuch perfons have
been gencrally the moft viclent and moft
fevere againit foreigners, as well as a-
gainft the Irith, Scotch, and Welh,
who are equally entitled to every privi-
lege and bl(&lﬁhe coaftitution -can
beflow; but of late two public prints,
whofe duty fhould be to inculcate liber-
ality of fentiments, have degenerated
into the vile meannc{s of mnational and
perional abufe. . .

One of thefe papers being notorioufly

conduéed by 2 clergyman, may be con-
fidered as a melancholy proof of dege-
neracy. Thisunchriftian-like prieft

" defcended from the pulpit to condu@ a
news-paper. Has lad afide his fermons
to hecome a writer of libels; and in-
ftead of a&ling as a peace-maker to the
fubjeéts of hia king, has done every thing
in his . ltt: pro;_note;ﬂ(‘!. God—
‘What = this” but relinquithing Ged to
ferve Mammon: and does not fuch
conduét call for animadverfion from the
Lifhop of his diocefe ?

7o the OBSERVER.
}
E areall frightened 1o death in this

CircumfRances refpciling Pytbagoras.

accounts we have read in a morging
paper which we fuppofe mull be true,
as we are told it is written by a parfon,
We have read of the roaring bulls of
Babylon; ‘the bulls of Colchis who
the Golden Fleece ; but the Trith
bulls, according to the parfon’s account,
exceed them all—and we offer wp daily

Circumflances refpeling the Philofopher
PYTHAGORAS, rollefed by Mr.
CUMBERLAND from dncient Ax-
thors. ’

(Concluded, ﬁ'am._p. 81.)

l’l‘ has been already obferved that Py-

thagoras on his return_from the Eaft,
took the ifland of Crete in his way ; here
he vifited the famous philofoplier Epime.

nidts. o

and Jamblichus muft be
gmr:lr;h 3t in their dmmohg when
they make Epimenides one of Pythago-
ras's fcholars; Laertine’s account is
“more probable, who fays he was one of
Pythagoras’s mafters, which naturally
accounts for that philofophes”s feeking
an interview with him in Crete, s be
did afterwards with Pherecydes on his
death-bed in Syria.

In this interview P{]ﬂgﬁ'ﬁl no doubt
gave on account to Epjmenides of the
many marvellous things he had learned
in his travels, and fo far the difciple
may be faid to have inftructed the maf-
tes. Epimenides himfelf was no fmall
adept in the marvellous, and impagmd
a ﬁcrgr through Greece of his ham
flept fifty-feven years in a cave;
that upon waking after his long repole
he refumed his refearch for fome fheep
which his father had fent him ?:nmm
than half a century befare. The flory
does not fay that he found thofe fheep;
he returned however to his fathers
houfe, and was rather furprized upoa
difcoveing a new generation in policl
fion, who knew no more of Epagnrmdﬂ

mf in his life prett
ghgnes fays he'lived to one hundred and
fifty-feven years of age; and the Cre

]
W part of the country, by the horrid

tans, who are liars upoa recprd, ﬂr;;':

Creumflances yopeTiiy Pythagoras.

their account to twe Lundred Lad ninety.
nine years, modeitly Rapping £..:t of
three centuries.

Deduding therefore fifty-feven years
of leepy during which he probably made
no very great advances in feience, he
might have eccafion to ge to fchoc!,
when he waked, and though an «id
mman, might be a young fcholar under
Pythagoras, if the credibility of the
above ftory canonce be admitted. .

From the Olympic games Pythagoras
sepaired to Samos, and opened fchool in
aplace called in the time of Antipho,
{who is quoted by Laertius) Pytbagore
Hemicyelus. .

licre he began 3 pra&ice he con-
girued in Italy of retirving to a cave
without the town for the purpofe of
fludy, but in fa& the idea was, like
moft nthers of his, oriental. Hermits
have it to this day, and if mortification
is ufed 10 recommend rdligicn, folitude
may be chofen to fet off wildom. Py-
thagoras in a cave vilited in the dead of
nizhty wgth P:}vl;:;l revercoce :nm
ity, might pafs ftories u is hearers, |
':{ich ke could not ril’qnioinn the face of
the fun and the ftreets of the city.

He was not, however, fo far fe-
queftered from the concerns of .the
world, as to enjoy himfelf in his cave,
under the tyranny of Folycrates, now
more oppreflive than at his departure for
Egypt. He thereupon refvlved 10 go
into Italy and took Delos in his way.
Here he wrote the verfes on the fepul-
chre of Apollo which Porphyry records.
From Delus he paffed to Philius, the
ancient country of his family; and at
Philivs, Cicero informs us, he expoun-
ded feveral poings of his new Philofuplz
to the tyrant Leo, who bemng firuc
with his doftrine, Jemanded of lim
wbartm:,uch of [cience he principally
profefled.— :

Pythagoras replicd that he profefled
none ;—but was a philsopber.

he mame was new to Leo and he
defired 1o be informed of its Gznific
#on—and wherein philofophers differed
from other profeflors of the lcarned
fiences, ~—— o
Pythagoras anfivered—¢¢ That it ap-
to bim men were drawn to dl.'i..
erent objeéts and purfuits in lifz, as the
Creeks were to their Olympic games,
feme for alory, fome for gain. ¢ Atthe

11y
i ferved that others attend without any
view to either, for curiofity and amufe-
ment only ; fo we, who are travellers
and adventuress, as it were, from an-
other life and another pawre, come a-
monght mankind, ndilferent to the or-
dinary aflurements of avarice or ambi-
tion, and fludious of avihing but the
truth and eflence of things. Such may
be -called lovers of wildom, or in oue
word philc/aphers=-and, like the un-
concerned fpcétators deferibed, have no
other interefls to purfue, but the acqui-
fitions of knowlege and the rational en«
joyments of a contemplative mind.”

In this feply he plances at bis doc-
trine of the metempfychofis.—
In his progres towards Italy Pytha-
goras went to Delphi, that he might
give the more authority to his precepts,
upon Pmence of his having recieved
them from the priclefs Theoclea.

In Italy he ellablithed himflf woring
life, and t:u;gl;l lh’(l'c forty years want-
ing one, in his calleges at Merapontu
Hierackes, and Croton. P

He flaid twenty years at Croton be-
fore he went to Metapontum. Mylo the
famous Olympic viftor was one of his
fcholars at the former of thefc places.
m’l‘;he famefof his doftrines drew 2
prodigious refort to his college ; no lefs
than ﬁ': hundred diftiples artended his
Ietures nightiy. He impofed rules of
preparation and a fyflém of difcipline,
for his fludents, admirably coutrived to
infpire them with veneration for his
perfon and 1o train their minds to the
exercife of patience and refpedt. He
prefcribed a probationary flence of five
vears, during which initiation .
were not once admitted to (he fight of
their mafler, who in the mean time,
like an invifible and fuperior fpirit,
govmmi them ;‘fter l:’eh :r& mﬁm
manner by mandates, whi never
heard but through the channde.iq of his
fubordinate agents. At length they
were ufhered with much ceremony into
the awful prefence.

Such a courfe of difcipline could not
fail to prepare every mind, capabiv of
undergoing it, for the marvellous Rories,
which at certain times he introduced intn
his le&tures touching the doftrine of the .
metempfvchofs, and the revelation of hus
own divinity. He Lrupled not to tell
them that he was the Apollo of the

<time,"” fays he, ¢ you muft havecb-

Hyperborez:4, :nd he corroborated his
iun

-
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affertion by expofing to view hia thigh
compofed ot?p folid gold. His food,

. which was of the fimpleft fort was con-

veyed,to him in his recels in 2 manner
fo fecret, that he was not dilcovered to
te fubjeét to the common appetites and
neceffitics of human nature.  His perfon
was moft comely and commanding ;
and his drefs of ftudied cleanlinef$ and
fimplicity. He was always clad in milk
white garments of the pureft wool. He
told _them his foul had paffed through
feveral antecedent forms, and that ithad

iginally received from Mercu when
it inhabited the body of ZEthelides fon
of that God, the privilege of migrating
afiter the death of one body into that of
amother, with the faculty of remem-
Bring all the ations of its pratevient
flates. That thefe tranfimigrations were
pot immediate, but after intervals, in
which his foul vifited the regions of the

* other world, and was admitted to the

fociety of departed fpirits. ‘That in vir-
tue of this prerogative, it tpa.l?cd afier
fome time from the body of Ethelides
to that of Euphorbu-, who was wound-
ed by Menelaus at the fiege of Troy,
and in his perfon was confcious of what
had cccurred in that of his predeceffor.
That it next appeared on carth in the
perfon of Hermotimu., who gave proofs
of his reminifcence, by appealing to the
fhield fufpended in the temple of Apollo
by the hands.of Menclaus. From Her-
motimus it paffed iuto onc Pyrrhus a
filherman,_retaining the like confciouf-

nefe; and laftly had lodged itfelf where

it now was, fing all the accumu-
-lated recolleion of its paft tranfmigra-
tions-

Da;'ing as thefe fiftitions were, Rill

they were credited for the powers of
his mind were wonderful, and the au- } repo

cfiablithed over his hear-
ers by fuperior wifdom and ingenious
device was unbounded, ‘The curious
refearches of his fludy in the Eaft, and
the paffion he had there contra@ed for
the marvellous and fupernatural, infpir-
ed 1im with the ambition of paffing
Bim&lf upon the world for fomething
shove human. He had zained on the
credulity of his difciples with fuch art,
that he found it would hear whatever he
thought proper to impofe. He wasfen-
gble he tranfcended all men living in
wifdom and he refolved to affume a fu-
petiosity ol nature alfo.

thority hic had

Circumflances refpesting Pytbagoras.

The idea of tranfmigration was not
flarted by Pythagoras, it was of Eallern
origin; but too far out of Gight for an
then alive to trace it to its fource. He
wold his fcholars he fhould re-vifit the
carth in two hundred and fix years after
his death. 2
In mathematics, aflronomy, and mo.
ral philolophy, he was an unrivalled
mafier. Hl;l:s Qolx!:nl:erfes deferved the
name. principles were temperal
moral, humase, azd above all thin';:
pacifying and conciliatory. When he
admitted a difciple into his prefence, he
ook him ever after into his mof} cordial
friendfhip and confidence ; and men ofs
teemed 1t the mcﬂ honour of their
Jives to have p their probation in
the fcheol of Pythagoras and to be als
Jowed accefs to his perfon.

After he had ftaid twenty years at
Croton he removed to the Metapontum,
where he had a magnificent houfe
which was afterwards converted intoa
Temple to Ceres, and a fchool whick
was called the Mufeum. Here he was
vifited by the famous Aharis,-pricftof
the Hyperborean Apollo ; and bis fatu-
Jous hiftorians give out, that having
taken Abaris’s arrow he rode upon it
through the air to Taurominlum in cze
day, though diflant from Metapontum
fome days “iling. ) .

Hearing that his aged mafter Phere-
cydes was dying of a loathfome difeafe
in Delos, he went thither and exerted
all his art to recover him; and whien he
was dead, having buried him with all the
ceremonies due to a father, he retumed
té Italy. - .

This inftance of friendﬂn;p
public a& recorded in his life.

The manner of his death is vari
sorted as well as the age at which be
died; the moft probable account fixes
it av eighty years.

As 5 e cataftrophe of his deathy

us that one Cylonof Croton, a rich, ambi~
tious, and diforderly man, having ©!
himli,‘rlf hlo the collegefand bein, f

by Pythagoras, was fo enragedt crtz.
tl¥al having colle@ted 2 hired mob,
affanlted the houfe of Mylo when Py-
his difciples were there af-
burnt the houfe with every
three excepted. W!

thagoras and
fembled, and
body in it two or
parrpwly cfeaped.

his difciples even ia the laft t
pad

is the Ll -

the relation moft to be credited, informs’

Pythagoras,to whom

:

4 being kept

K4 tored (ot 2 Trinity of perfous), it will
& i kind
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id a Gilial reverence and attention, was ! dead and buried in graves and corrup-

olicited to make his d’ca?c
bein;

burnt to death. -

contend that he efcaped from
and was killed in purfuit.
relate that he took refuge in the
m vituals forty days he
wis flarved: and other biftorians with

g

] 2 lintle probability on their fide a
4 that being purfued into a bean-plot, i’e

¥ there , becaufe he wouldg nat
: ;:ﬁwer prohibited Fronud,‘;nd yi
§ ' bis throat to his purfuers.

‘After his death his furviving difciples

i were difperfed into Greece and the
- ncighbouring countries.

; but not
willing to expofe himfelf to the

as a fugitive to preferve life,
his friends were on the point of
.y perifhing, he refifted their estreaties,

tion; or elfe that they exift in the
loweRt fcale of being ;’in a flatcof nvay.
blindnefs, alienthip from God, &e.

that their lives are merely a imal: that
on this account, figurativeiy fpeaking,
they are giants, bulls, foxes, dogs,
fma?mm? &e. &c.  And thar they are
dead while they live. It is then, as
bring is ever fuppoied, cwell being, that
in feripture is called life ; and a privation
of this, death. Jt follows then that the
dulltrine, fpirity or life of Chrift, ewhich
awas before Abrabam, is the Creator of
all living things, or fubje@s, in aferip-
tural view. And there is no beginnin
of real being aferibed to gny perfon ti
this creation in fome proportion has
taken place. It being chen only true to
us, that in the beginning was, or is the
Word, and that afl things are made by
him when we bepin to have a true

L
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s_""‘.?m’p frm orizinal Confidera-
m upon the Principles of Common

LETTER IV.

Usen the TRINATY from John o1, In
the ing was the Word, ¢.

in Hm-mu_. .lbe Fatber, the Word,
e s it 5. Joiny Bl
1

?E Totke Bl the Town and Country
B sIw, T

| TO cxamine the dotsine of the Tsi-

nity as afferted in the Holy Scrip-

W

afirm of alf degrees of men ignorant, or
enjoying the Supreme that
c.uot in being ! that they are

There are three that bear record

knowledge of ourfelves as creal ar
dependent or peacezble fnhjeg.m But
if this creation, . &c. is faid by the liter-
alifts 1o belong to the creation of out-
ward matter, it will mot agree with the
phrafeology of the Apoftle, Gal. iii. 21.
Ephef. i. 20, 23. who not only faysthat
all things were created by Jefiss Chrift,
but that they are. quickened or made
alive by him; that they were before
fhut up ‘cnder fin; are reconciled to
God, &c. which can never accord with
the idea of the material heavens, the
eanh, or the fea, which cannot in any
fenfe be faid to have been fhut up under
fin, &c. unleld we could fuppofe iani-
mate objefls capable of committing
tran y which would be abfurd in
the extreme. It has been falfely ima.
gined from the phrafe in the Old T:Ra-
meng, intimating that the Lord curfed
the earth for the fake of man, that the
material carth was a partaker in his
crime! that the furce of nature is weak -

ok

of | ened in confequence, &c. &c. Thefirfk

of this mifconception arifeth .from
rance of compoSticn, wam ¢. dif-+
uniion betwesn fa@ 2nd figure; and
the latter is every year obviated by ex-
perience,  Allthis to theeye of difcern-
ment is eafily vnriddled, when it iscon-
fidered that as man is 3 compound being,
confifing of an 3nimal, fenfitive; a ~
rational fool, all that is addrefled to the
mzr nhz%drrneﬂ':d tof the Adamical na-
y arthefirft manof the earth, eart.
2ol that s Sdreded 1o vhe laver i
0




