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462 YTHAGORAS AND THE POETS.

vour poet, certainly. Gentle Shakspere, who played Troubadour and
Bonnibel on his own 2ecount, in spite of the many wicked satires he wrote
against poor wistful lovers, thus addressed his mistress in ** The Passion-
ate Pilgrim ;""— .
“[low oft when thou, my musie, music play'st.”
Elsewhere he says, “The fune of Imogen.” A later™poet speaks of—
**The nrusie breathing from Zuleika's face ;"
and Wordsworth very happily,—
“ Bty born of murmuring sonid
Shall pass into her face.”

In the following deseription of * Evangeline " this faney is deliciously

expressed :—

“Buta eelestin] brightuess, a more ethereal beauty,
Shone in Ler faee, and investod her votee, when, after eonfession,
Humeward derenely siie walk'd with God's benediction upon her
And where she Aod goss'dy it scow™d Like the eeasing of exquisite nusic,”
She is gone from you, but the tones vibrate yet,—linger in your ear
like the recollection of a sweet melody long after the world and its hard
necessities have placed vou apart.  Alus! life is made up of sterner stuff
and much more vuigur purposes for the most of us, than to pass any of it
i the pleasant melodions dallianees our pocts sinyg of.
There is tnll}' un more delicate way of L‘KI‘.II'.'S:\EII'_E the warmest pnssinn
than by comparing its intluenee to melody. The tenderness of a kind
look; the mere stirring of lips with the timid, hailtspoken words of fond-
ness fluttering about, nwl vet afraid to leave them; all the dear conceits of
that wild and fmprabahie dream, which zo ta make np the olid, old tale,
find their fittess wtreminee i mesie, and their meaning is hest interpreted
by comparison with it :—
Sl we wilk tadk wnedd thought's sy
Vioconmg tiee Sweet S atteragiee, aid v oie

oo tive awoin i looks whivk dart

tanes into the viiee] Lyt

Sty S Eppeychind i

Even these coldhitod wits of the days of Laswizs, ratlles, and

swords, were olifizad to <ok their Dest tepes of womanhood i the prim
Lindseape gandens of Areadia (construeted 50 a5 not to offend by frp ot
vepdurs).  Even ey were sensible of o shinflitwle beiween  Chloe or
Pheehe, and the elims of muste.  In Noo 603 of the Speclolor there s

a specitaen Pastoral (with an air of sly sative whout it which contains an

wole of this.  Colin who in old p pietures 15 wenerally drawn with
imgoan o Megcoler, and =eeronnded by
samerans sheep, whos appe Arees are ridhienlonsly
stilhud Lobstors Bae dost s Dochies Whethier e weat off with a von-

van

.-;l.lll‘.\i‘rll!’Jl.'Al"‘-. 0 (R AT " i..‘-.

nggestivie of well-

PYTHAGORAS AND THE POETS, 4063

sumption, or another Colin, the text diseloseth not.  She leaves, however,
a blank not only in his faithful Lreast, but in the lovely scenes by which
lie is surrounded. When formerly Pha:be and he, in sportful innocence,
played (reader, it was in their selad days) with the young (spring) lamb,
how happy that time, when spring love and beauty (and salad, and per-
haps mint sauce) were all in their prime1 But now in their frolics, when
by him (Colin) they pass, he (reckless creature) flings at their fleeces a
handful of grass! He also, I am sorry to say, further indulges his cruel
propensitics by beating his dog with lis crook, an animal who, in another
verse, discloses quite a sentimental Tray in his character,—at last our
Colin hits on the graceful compllmunt which almost gives the semblance of
poetry to his doleful plaint :—

““But now she is absent ; though still they sing on,
The words are but lonely, the melody's gone "

Mr. Pope, in a mawkish composition not much better than that from
which I have quoted, repeats the same idea :—

(R

*“ Fair Daphne's dead,—and music is no more |

The manner of 0 woman's walk—a dignified, easy gait, reguluting the
natural clastieity which sound health and perfwt form is sure to give,
which does not unduly disturb that engaging repose belonging to the
most supreme beauty of person—has invariably been the subject of poetic
admiration and enthusiasm. A goddess in mortal guise might be dis-
covered by the unconscious dignity of her footsteps.  Southey’s Kailyal, in
the gorgeous Oriental epic of Kehama,—

“Moved graceful as the dark-eyed nympha of heaven,
Such harmony to her steps was given,”

That dear old “* Talking Oak ™ of Alired Tennyson's, worth all the
pastoral beseh trees thut ever nodded above thé loose-kirtled shepherdesses
of Aready, thus gallantly deseribes o little favourite of his :—

Yo, sineo 1 first conld cast a shade,
Did never ereature pass
So slightly, nesiea?ln made,
So light upon the grasa,”

A\ broken heart (who does not recelleet the * Broken Heart™ of the
* Annuals ™ of forty years ago, with the guitar, the high-bodied dress, and
the air of a sea-sick L, vilin Languish?) shows itself on the blank, wearied
faeey, with a sense of u dead, complete silence.  Some weight of cave or

slisappointment his stopped the vibration of all music there. Do we

not meet with fuces vivacious and sprightly as a gallopade, and just for a
moncnt eapable of wearing the more thoughtful eudence of a waltz ?
There wre those also whout we cun vever regarl without involuntarily

- —
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thinking of silly polkas, and other mere hop-and-turi-zbout tunes, seeming
not to possess auy power of changing to a graver mood or more serious
measure.  Such countenances are really dumb of themselves, but can
echo danee musie faithfully enough. every feature being alive and in play
at the sownd of the flutes and fiddles, but dropping to a dull, noiseless
vacaney it the tinal twirl of the orohestra,  Others, again, carry a tune of
fulse sentiment (iike that sort of musie which the French term elassique),
aned 0 vour eur be defective, or your taste uncultivated, it is very likely
vorr will he deveived into believing that the wretehed trash is a real
expression of pure and worthy fancies, The various clever movements,
the dvine ralls, the startling chords. the brilliant meretricious roulades,
—the whole <yipliony, fuleed, made up of dangerous surprises, half
eruthiul, liall sensuad, and completely mischievous, form the ogling stock
i trade, the neds and wreeathed smiles of Miss Blanche Amory and her
svren cominons, Hur they ave exeeptions, those Miss Sharps and Miss
Amorys, o Ut wonld be a very burden, every man having to plug his

cars [ike ©lyvsses, There are women of sweet, maidenly natures, growing
e oretiee of Klduesses, of tender household duties, of simple,
ooy s, and of mendal, pleasant accomplishments,—

= Till at the last, they set themselves to man,
Lake perfeet musie into uoble wonls,"

Thers < no cuile, no sensation tricks about them. They do not wear

prowetoe Lats or archery leagines. What o lovable lady is this that Bulwer

ws on s o Duehess of Valliere ™ ! in musteal terms, too, which is to
ficlent exeuse for making the quotation :—

“In the mnze

v L Warmongons besnties, Mo lesty,
Tone sotie seveder e thnt leads the chur
B L e 0 ST T R HIVIR TN
VTRt T s b ediste ol
e prtpntist, poned witl maeh custa by southey in the * Dactor,™
el o s Doeer sex shond be desertbed after the manner of a song . —
s S of the uatare of wonian, and then the song

3 b full of varivty—olil erotehets,

Al ot swert loses. Tt shadl B humorous, .
Giravey, Dintastie, serous, melivncholy, sprightly,
Ut i ally sl all in one, " = MaksTus.

Schelling whose enrions <aeenlations into the rather misty regions of

teaciserndentabizm bave been trostdnd of many stranee and recondite truths,
s what mitnner our mestal fendties are subject to the intluences of

i rerind e wel ow agiin we can make the objeetive world itself
sl o oue own represetitanons. This could never Le,” he says, *“if

e o ot sbtain, betwers the sbal workl aod the resd workid, u sort of
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pre-established barmony.” The poetic effort is ever to comprehend and
fully recognize this harmony, and give uxpres'sion to it, 1t is in this
endeavour that the objective world yields to the poetic representation. It
is the production of Wordsworth's definition of the inspired art,—the
description of things, not as they are, but as they seem, and, it might be
added, as we would wish them to be. The old philosophers, Pythagoras
and Plato for instance, formed their theories in this poetical kind ; for their
philosophy was, after all, only poetry in disguise. Pythagoras, with his
music of the spheres ; Plato, with his sad recollections of a happier state of
being, both exemplify the identity of feeling which formerly existed
between those who loved wisdom and those who sought the beantiful;
and this alliance between poetry and philosophy is not yet broken off,
The points of contact where they meet are daily becoming multiplied ; the
workers in the field of science often find themselves almost unconsciously
following a track garked with the footsteps of thepoet. Both are dealing
with things of which at best they can know “ only in part, and prophesy
in part.” The poor Greek strove to hear that music which man hath
never heard, nor can ever hear while in this vesture of clay. But the
inspiration of his thought was a noble one, and it was no mean legacy that
Pythagoras left to the Poets.

W. B.
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