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Ammonius Neoplatonicus. — Brusentuar Henry J., Alexandria as a centre of
Greek philosophy in later classical antiquity: ICS 18 1993 307-325. | On the
contributions of Ammonius, Plotinus, Porphyry and Philoponus in malﬁ%

— Alexandrian Neoplatonism distinct.
Alexandria as a Centre of Greek Philosophy

in Later Classical Antiquity”

1. ). BLUMENTHAL

Any discussion of Greek Alexandria may properly take its starting point
from the work of P. M. Frascr, even if only to dissent from it. In the preface
to Ptolemaic Alexandria Fraser observes that philosophy was onc of the
“itcms” that “were not effectively transplanted 0 Alexandria.” In his
chapier on philosophy, talking of the cstablishment of the main
philosophical schools at Athens, Fraser writcs that it “remained the centre of
philosophical studies down to Lhe closing of the schools by Justinian in A.D.
563."2 The first of these slatcments is near enough the truth, since the
Alexandria of the Prolemics was not distinguished in philosophy as it was in
litcrature or scicnce, though even then some important things happencd
during that period too. But the implication that this situation continucd
during the Roman and early Byzantine periods is misleading, and by the end
of the period simply falsc.? The purpose of this paper is to cxamine some
aspects of the considerable contribution thal Alexandria made 10 the
philosophical tradition that continucd into the Islamic and Christian middle
ages and beyond, and 1o show that it may lay claim to have been at least
cqual 1o that of Athens itself.

Though I do not want 10 spend long on the Polemaic period, a few
points should be made before we jump forward into the third century A.D.,
That Alexandria at this lime was not a centre of philosophical activity is true
enough, but perhaps unimportant. That may strike some as a strange thing
to say, the more 50 just now when the study of Hellenistic philosophy has
become rather fashionable. Nevertheless it is not, 1 think, difficult 1o justify.
The point is that most of the philosophical cndeavour of thesc times was a
dead end. On the one hand much was said and written by disparate groups
of so-called philosophers trying 1o lic up loose ends or cxploit suggestions
made by the great philosophers of fifth- and fourth-century Athens, people

* All references to the Greek commentators on Aristotle are to the Berlin Ac y
Commentaria in Anstotclem Gracca, unless otherwise specificd.

! P. M. Fraser, Plolemaic Alexandria (Oxford 1972) viii.

2 Fraser (previous note) 480

31 am not here concemed with the date of the alleged dosure, which is usually put at 529,
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