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AAn Early Modern Hebrew Poem on Music 
in Its Beginnings and at the End of Time 

 
DON HARRÁN 
 
 

. . . the kinnor (lyre) of the Temple had seven strings . . . in the days of the 
Messiah it will have eight . . . and in the world to come it will have ten . . .1 

 
If we were to search, however, for the one who, among all of those [said 
to have invented music], was the first to exist, I think it would be Jubal.2  

 
 

he quotations say everything.3 Or not quite: they are no substitute 
-  (From the day when), which, in 

its similar assertions, is remarkable for being the first and perhaps 

more so in its fabrication from material in scriptural and rabbinical sources. 
The author, Samuel Archivolti (d. 1611), was one of the leading Hebrew 
scholars of his time.4 Born in Cesena, in the region Emilia Romagna, around  
 

I wish to thank Dvora Bregman for graciously responding to my request to read and 
comment on this study her suggestions for its improvement were invaluable; and Linda 
Phyllis Austern, Philip V. Bohlman, and Tim Carter for their own useful suggestions I 
am particularly grateful to them for encouraging me to go an extra mile and adapt the 
content, originally intended for a Jewish studies publication, to a musicological readership. 

1. Talmud Bavli [Babylonian Talmud] (ca.  
2. Adam von Fulda, Musica (1490), chap. 7. 
3. First quotation: 

 (reference to Talmud Bavli, as above); the translation of kinnor as lyre (or 
cythara) is after the Vulgate (there cithara, e.g., 1 Samuel 16:23), from which it made its 
way into the music treatises as it did into Hebrew writings (among them, a sermon by 
Judah Moscato discussed below, beginning on p. 25) and lexicons on Hebrew (for one, 
Marinus, Arca Noe: Thesaurus linguae sanctae novus [1593], 1, fol. 427a). Second quota-
tion
Adam von Fulda, Musica, 3:340 41. All translations, here and in the continuation, are the 

 
4 toldo-

tav u- -teshuvot ve-
writings, questions and responses, and letters], esp. 69 81 for his biography and 81 86 for 
an overview of his works. Little material on Archivolti is available in English beyond a 
skimpy entry on him, by Yehoshua Horowitz, in the Encyclopaedia Judaica, 2:418. 
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