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New Evidence for the Dionysiac
Mysteries.
By
Martin I, Nilsson,

Lubnds UGmiversitet,

L two previous papers 1 have treated the Dionysiae nivateries
in the Roman age.  The reason why I come back to this ..xuhjvct
is a recently published inseription from Smyrna which Eives
vilnable infonmation concerning the contents of the mysteries
and is the more valuable as it comes from a Creek (‘it\-’.'—: When
HEsERDEY copied it the stone was in a private C()lic(:liull at
Smyrna; it is now in the museum at Leiden. The inscription is
}\'filtml in good letters of the sceond century A. D, and is composed
in hexameters. It was set up by a4 man whose name is lost except
the ending 142, son of Menandros. He styles himself Osoy itz
We come back to this title below (p. 32). The editor suggests
(p. 18) that the inseription comes from the sanctuary of Dionysos
Breiscus which was situated outside the town, for we know ilmt
mysteries were attached to this old cult in the Roman age,®
This is pussible, not more.
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Loaned especialiy The acelic Mysteries of the Romun Age, Harvard
Vheologival Review. sivi, 1053, Pp. 177 1L
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NG bas g, PP 1ot N, . .
RSN e . O
Seeomy Gesele s pnieehs Religion TE pooy . This wits tn association
ol actors who called themselves mystae, Fhere was another mystery enlt
S 'y . N R .- ! . - , . a N
-Il Ill)lll.l. ot Tor "\lll.’«l(“"l(i\ "llll' . ll'li"’lIHI' l\'}l)l/ﬂf'l"lll' lnlx}l'/d;{)“l ‘Ml;le‘“
ler . - H . : . N *
Chter Pahinesb sxiii, w0, Beibl poozos Sappl, cpigr. Graccwm, iv gz
: ‘ . . RN
daxos 15 o caarse cloth of hadr, espa goats' hadr, a
warient or sack made of such eloth,

Fhe word is pecaliay

. Perhaps i€ may be mientioned that
the woat 5 espectdly conneeted with Dion vsos.
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After the preamble the text beging preseribing the periods ol
time which must elapse before anyone who las contracted an
impurity is allowed to enter the sanctuary of the god, here called
Bromios. The Jirst of these prescriptions s remarkable and
uniques iF anyone has exposed o child, the time presenibed s Jorty
days, the longest period ever mentioned ol as Tonge as ol
prescribed for o wonioe wlos s tbaseried (v Pl eibiba
asks (p. 18 . g) if this is due to o condenmiation ol this wsape
which was common in ancient times. One may also refer to the
increasing love of children in the Roman ape, but 1 othink that
there is a more special reason. Small children, even Labies, were
in this age initinted into the Bacchic mysteries,! Whoever exposed
a chifd deprived it of the boon ol o happy atteshite, promised even
to children by the Dionysiac mysterics.  Perhaps the erime ot the
Titans against the child Dionysos (¢f. bhelow po g2 furks i the
background. The following lines, vv. 6 g, prescribe the wsual
periods for anyone who has come into contact with o death in
his family, the third part of a month, or csewhere, three days,

The editor makes the pertinent remark (p. 1¢) that the periods
usually prescribed after sexual intercourse wre missing. This i
perhaps not accidental.  The pleasures of Aphradite were not
absent from the happy afterlife promised to the Bacehic miystac
and they may not have been averse to them in this life.

The most interesting part of this inscription is the following
lines which contain certain prescriptions especially referring to
the mystery cult. It is a pity that precisely these Tines are matil-
ated at the end, but the sense is clear in most of them, The
editor rightly mentions Orphic inlluence, but there is also a
Pythagorean  influence.  Pythagorceanisim and - Orphisne went
together in this age.

ESee iy Bacebic mysteries, ppeoizo b1 take the opportunity of caliing:
attention to a monument, recently published, o relict at Bologa ~and o
Mave been tound al Alexandria, Ko Scoavisnewa, Niehe Talinke I
5053, e 7o, withe g 20 A boy . whose age, aveordie to U Tscriplion,
wits three years sund two onthis, is lying o a conch holiimge o thyvia,
and w0 kantharos, This suggests the Bappy abterlte proniiscd 1o thie myatae

of Bacehus, wd it is ceasonabde o think thar the boy hied beew nnttated

into these wysteries Lefore e died,
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The first of these prescriptions, v. 11, not to approach the
altars of the god in black clothes (pedarpdpovs) needs no connnent.
Black was the colour of sorrow and the mysteries ought to be
a joyous feast.

Vo1 dOétor: OBuoiac: iveiw fal yious idA[Aere. The
editor’s supplement seems certuin because of the allusion to a
Homerie phrase. This line and the following give prescriptions
for the sacred meal. Sacred meals were parts of other inysteries
too!, e. g, those of Mithras. Tt may be surmised that they were
not much more than a plentiful dinner to the mystae of Bacchus
who were fod of the pleasures of life. The prescriptions seem
to aim at preventing such a desacralization. The word dforos
may signify cither swhat has not been saerificed» or swhat is not
allowed to be sacrificeds. I the former sense is preferred it s
forbidden to begin the meal until the dishes have been sacrificed,
Lo devoted to the god, sacralized. If the latter sense is prefer-
able, the sentence refers to the following proliibitions of certain
fuod stuffs.® In every case the sucred character of the meal is
stressed against misuses which might be feared. The interesting
result is that our knowledge of the Dionysiac mysteries is enriched
by the fact that they comprised a sacral meal.

In line 12, @qd é&v Buxgeio; wor moti daita t{eshu, the
mysteries are called Baccheia and the meal is expressly mentioned,
[t is forbidden to serve an egg at the sacred meal. Fyggs are
mentioned amony the food probibited by the Pythagoreans?
but this prohiibition has a deeper ground in Orphic doctrine, ‘f'he

PO CuMONT, Gaionas, le dervoxolry:, Compte-rendu de PAcad. Qo
inscriptions, g1y, pp. 275 ff,

# CLothe Pythagorean preseription: Ovaipor goiy éallien pivor, Atistotie
in Jamblichus, vita Pythag, 8s.

* In the review of the Pythagorean prohibitions in Diogenes Laertius,
Vit 32, topether with eertain fish, animals which lay cges, beans,  Also
i the sehohon on the Haloa to Lucianns, dial. wer, vii, 4, published by
Rotor, Klein, Muas, xxv, 1870, pp. 558 t. {p. 279, 24 Ramg; reprinted by
DruenNgr, Attische Feste, p. o), n. 5). It concerns a women's festival
localized in Eleusis, hut the origin is certainly Vythagorean, Plenty of
tood is served exeept such as is probibited by the inysties (fp T PUOTIRG):
pomegratates, apples, fowl, exgs, aud coertain fish,
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Bacchic mysteries had taken over the cosmic epy from Orphism
and it was sacred to them because, as Plutarch says, it was an
imitation of that which produces and in itsell encloses all! As
it was highly venerated by the mystae of Dionysos it ought not
to be served and eaten, although it was otherwise a common and
well-liked food.

The following three lines refer to Pythagorean customs. L1y,
Rl oAy RUPTGDY frpol; popols ... A negative word must
be supplemented, e g. dAfaofae. xupmody signifies »bhurnn.? \
wuch guoted Pythagorean sentence forbade cating the heat?
wineh less ought it to be offered to the god himscel. One may
perhaps be reminded of the myth that Athena saved the heart
of the Dionysos child and brought it to Zeos,

Al - > L]
Vv, 14 1. 00¢ doped ©° dadgralae, Gr V1 -
Fqlpordryy §ilay xodpmy 2 or - —

To try and supplement these verses is of no use. The supplement
of the editor oné{opuro:] is very dubious. He tukes the two
verses to form one sentence but even this may be doubted,  He
takes the word douds to signily ssmells (p. 20) and says that he
does not understand its reference. Nor did I, until I'rofessor
WIFSTRAND helped me and sagaciously solved the riddle. The
word is extremely rare and never recorded in the significance of
ssimells, It occurs only once in an addendum to the Herbarium
of Dioscuridesd It is said to designate the same plant as ggdior,
As this is a leguminons plant like the hean, it is understandable
that this too was prohibited by the Pythagoreans. The phrase
sthe most odious root of the beanss is, according to Professor
WirsTRAND, only a poctical metaphrasis, and this secms to be

right.

U See wmy Buechie Mysteries, pp. 184 ff.

2 . SreNail, Optechriuche der Gricchen, ppe v £

3 See I Bounst, De symbolis Pythagoreis, Diss. Berlin vons, ppo 241
with references.

4 pjoscurides, 1§ 147; in the latest cdition by WELLMANN T, po o213,
is conjectured dopypos. This will be the reason why the word s lett ot
i the Jatest edition of Linben, and Scorr. Our inscription proves that

the conjecture is crroncous.
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What is Wit of Lib, Teadrwr apoddyen pdorar: — — —, is
cleir, although the end is missing. Something is to be expounded
to the mmystae about the Titans. This cannot be anything but
their crime against the child Dionysos. It is extremely important
to know that this main myth of Orphism was taken over by the
Dionysiue mysteries in the Roman age, although, of course, we
are not eutitled to conclude that it was part of them everywhere.
I'his lends some colour to the information that dances performed
by Titans, Corybants, Satyrs, and Boukoloi were popular in
Asia Minor !

The tines 17 and 18, xd xudadpowse zpoteiv of Ofolpay —
gpade oz gdata Dose - — - seem dess important. It s
forhidden 1o wse reeds as castanets, which happened sometimes,?
The mystac had to use other instruments of a stiniko Kind, On
the great painting in Villa Item a nude dancing girl clashes
cyvinbals over her had. Only o few letters are left of the last
line, We cannot tell whether the inscription continued or not,

The discussion of the title Oroyarrys, which the priest who
set up the inscription gives to himsell, was deferred until now.
This word and otliers like it are well known.? iepogdrrn: is the
oldest of them. It designated the highest functionary of the
Eleusinian mysteries, who showed the fepd, the holy things, and
was the leader of the mysteries.  Accordingly the words onyuoy.dy-
Th, tedeadgarty: owere coined. The conerete  significance is
a little obscured in these words, for the orgia are not objects,
The doyrogartys is the man who performs the rites of the orgia,
The word oegagrogdrtyz, which was coined in the so-called
mysterics devoted to the emperor in the Roman age, can he
understood us meaning that he showed an image of the cmperor
to the mystae, and the word Oeoyarrys likewise; this would mean
that this man showed an image of the god, 1. e. Dionysos,

1 think that this is hardly likely, We do not hear of any such
ceremony in these mysteries, but, having regard to our scanty
knowledge of them, this is not decisive. However, T am inclined

Ubnetanns, de salt, co, epomy Gieseh, . gricch, Religion df, po gq1.

S schol. Avnstophis Nubes, v 2o, quoted by the author Loeo poo2o, 0o 7.
Sogunated by Kk, Lol poaN, oL g

NEW EVIDENCE FOR CTHE 1NONYLIAU MY LRI !

to suggest that the Ocopdrty: as well as the gepuctoy drty; showed
the power ol the god Dionysos or the emperor respectively pradis-
ing them, their power and their deeds in words, We know the
Surwdol in the cult of the emperor in Asin Minor, associations of
prominent men who sang hymus in the honour of the cinperor,
As to Dionysos we read in the Orphic hymnbook, which certainly
emanated front some mystery calt, probably ot Perginnen, ten
Lymns to Dionysos, more than to any othier god.t Ti the mysteries
of Dionysos Kathiegemon at Pergamon a fpvodidaczudo: appears,
Such hymns were a constant element of the cnlts of this e,
The part of the Drogartg: was that of o Orodayaz, an those ane
alled who preach the god's virtues.*

The explumtion of e tithe Grogairig may by, ocave e,
(p- 18 u. ), that the god lias to aunounce himsell, but that ot s
not certain il we are allowed to conclude from the tithe that the
priest appeired tn the vole of the god wd anvounced somethang, t
the mystae in sacred ceremonies, In certain Bacchic associadinns,
at least in that of the lobacclhi in Athens, the embers pliyed
the role of some gods;? we may also remember the Bacehic dimees

which were very popular in Asia Minor.

* *

There is an onpablished velief in the Canl Milles collection at
Lidingé near Stockhiolm (Fig. 1) which may lend some colour
to this suggestion. 1 owe the photograph and an exact de-
scription to Dr AL ANDKEN, sometime keeper of this collection,!
»A marble plaque, breadth 35.5 cm., height 46 en The main
figure has naked feet and is clad o a chiton reaching down 1o the
feet with half-length sleeves; over this he wears a hide which is
fastened on the left shoulder and round the waist a broad girdle;

VG ay Geseh. dlopricehs Religion, §i ppe 347 and goas see wlso iy
Dionysos Liknites, pp. td [oand 1.

2 See my Gesell, d o pricel, Religion @i, ppe gz £ T the novsterivs ol
Demeter at Smyrna two sisters are mentionod ss Beadayon sl g

3 Nee ibid. i, p.ogqt

4 CE his Guide to the Collection of anecient Sealptares, Stockbohin o e,
No. 74.

Foranos Vol 1L1E] 3
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the head and the torepaws hang down on the breast. Ilis hair
el beard are stylized in archaic lashion, lony, spiral-form locks
hing down on the back and the shoulders and shorter ones on the
forchead; aronnd the head is a diadem. The lowered left hand

halds a cluster of grapes, the right o horn from which o libation

NEW EVIDESUE FOR CTUE DIONVYSIAC MY SRR S .

is poured on the altar before him. The altar is square and profilad
at the top and the bottom and decorated with o garliand. A heap
of round fruits is laid on the top ol it and on this the iead of
goat with long, cwved horns, striated  transversally' At the
corner of the altar stands the base of a much smaller ligure of
Priapus.  The lower part of the figure is Totmed as a0 tapering
seppare piltlo o lerme without Teet, the nppec oot o a0 nabad
urun, ithyphallic and with a bearded hewd, 30 wears s head e
sinilur to a tutalos and on the shoulders o bide ar manthe whicly
Bangs down over the anmes aond s kootted o the bead. The
figure holds in its raised right hand a cornueopia and in the
lowered ettt hand o objeet which ou close consilention ionot G
be taken fora pedune but Loy aogardener's ke ol the ty peow il
Is seen e goon the Antinoos telie and on two reliels i the Vati-
G, representing shops where kndves e sade or saldb Soadan
kunives are still vsed in Haly todav,  Behind Dionysos for lis
priest) is a palin tree and behind the figore of Priapns o tiee of
another kind, The phallus of Pricpus is Broken o, so alsa o bit
of the left arm of the main figuie, this paret e lawever, ol on
again with gypswm. Traces of the deill i e trats, the g bad,
the cornucopia, the tree, and the grape cluster as well as the
archaic type of Dionysos scem to date the relicf in the secomd
century A. Do

At the first glunce one would say that Dionysos is represcit -
ed sacrificing 1o Priapus, but there are very serious objections to
such an interpretation. Miss SiMoN has given the tite »Opferle
Gotter to an interesting book?; it ts misleading, for it suggests a
god offering a sacrifice to some other pod. In Tuct such a god

PZANCANt MoNTrorn (quoted below pooso, no o) explains the curved

wbjeet, seen on the burning altar ou soe vise pictures (e tigs 6, 5

and ), which generally s tuken to be the tail ol the sacrhced aanual, o
iopoal’s horne The Keraton at helos and the altar i Dreros paose that
special attention was paid to poats' horns at the saofiee, bt s Lanoas
I know, they were not wailed up like the hucrana

* As 1 have done in iy Guidde, 1e. (ANDREN).

P bueeary Llarte dn Romie dalle origing ol wecalo VTIT Tay onsaan
(ANDIEN).

CULE Paont, Das Leben im alten Rom; o lis iAok,

POERIKA SIMON, Optemde Gotler, 1954,
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is never represented; the gods of the vase paintings which she
treats pour out libations holding a phiale in their hands. They
are not comparable to our relief. The book ought to have been
alied wSpendende Gotter in der attischen Vasenmalereis.  Two
exanples seem to be more relevant, showing other sacrificial
hoplements than the phialae. A Hellenistic reliel represents
Artemis Bupraxis, carrying o saerificial basket and kindling the
fire on the altar with a torch' but here too there is no god who
recvives the sacrifice, The vase painting which shows Themis
with a sacrificial basket and a toreh before Bendis s alleporical:
it is right to venerate the newly introduced goddess Bendis?
That a god shoubd saerifice to unother god implies a contradiction.
The Greeks lelt so. When Alexander the Great offered to the
Ephesians to dedicate the temple of Artemis, they answered that
it was not becoming for a god to make offerings to another god.?
IF then it s impossible to take the said representations as sacri-
Vices in the comman sense of offerings brought to a god, another
explanation must be found. In certain cases the representations
are similar to a libation at a farewell or a banquet, but this is
not a sulficient explanation for the scenes quoted. Vase paintings
somnetimes represent statues of gods with phialae in their hands.?
It cannot be meant that the statues are pouring out libations.
Likewise a cnp or a kantharos is the common attribute of the
gods on the votive tablets from Loceri in South Italy. The gods
are standing or seated, sometimes a sacrifice is brought to them.®

Vo Pigared Arch, Jalieh, x1, 1925, poo2ts, fig, 1.
20 RHRENBERG, Die Rechisidee i frithen Griechentum, 1621, pl to
peoas better ¢ Warzincer, Griceh. Vasen in Tibingen, 1924, pl. qo. Cp.
my Geselr dogriceh Redigion 1, poo 70w, 2ml edl po Bo ae o,

3 Strabo, xiv, p. gt 3t does not matter i the ancedote is historical
or not, it shows what the Greeks thought,

1A vase picture recently published by 1L Brigriin, Zur griceh, Vasen-
wnileret des o bis g0 Jahdis, 1952, plo xxvil, shows a aoanon between two
thyvmiaterine hokbing w phiale in cach hand,

b See ey the tablet published by Paola ZANCANT MoNTUORO,

Fubella
fitile hoerese con seena del culto, Rivista del Ro Institato d'archeologia
storia dell’ arte, il pgga, pp. 206 18, plot econstruction), figs & and g,
More in Q. Quaaiiati, Rilievi votivi aresicl in terracottu di Lokroi Epi-
copliviiol, Ausonta ili, 1908, pp. o go tl, fig.s 29, 31, 34, 33, 47, 54
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They cannot possibly be sacrificing or pouring ount libations,
One is reminded of the words of Aristophanes that when we
pray to the gods for something good their statues stand streteh-
ing out the hand upturned, not as to give anything but to et
something.? I think that the most conunon act by which venera-
tion was paid to a god was transferred to the tepresentations of
the gods themselves in order to show their divine natare, The
pad's attitude is, so to speak, a projection of the worshipper's
attitude,

The iden of the preat pod Dionysos sacnilicing too Priagae
seems to me to be really oo strange to he aceepted. 11 this seein-
ingly obvious interpretation is rejected it must needs he supposed
that the majestic tignie is the priest who s donned the attine
of the god. We remember that in certain Bacchic associations
members of these appeared in the roles of certain gods, even
Dionysos himself is mentioned among these in the statntes of
the Tobacehi, ‘Fhereare a few instiance

in which aowonman appeos
in the attire of a goddess in a procession;® they aie Lardly com-
parable. In the mysteries at Pheneos the priest put on the mask
of Demeter Kidaria and beat the Sacgliorinr: with a stick®
Only this example is really relevant and belongs probably to the
Hellenistic age.

1 know only one momment comparable to the reliel in the
Carl Milles collection, a relief on a round base, formerly in the

Landsdowne collection (Fig. 2).4 The attitude and the dress ol

' Aristophanes, Necles, vy, 780 ff.

2 Artewis at Patrac wd Delphi, Pans,, vii, o8, 7 Helicdorus, Acthiopica,
iii, . Athena at Pellene, Polyacnus, Strateg., viik 50, a doubtiud ancedote.
Cp. B BACK, D Grieeonan cacrimontis in il
tunguntur, Diss. Berlin 1883,

hosiines deormm ive

3 Trie . ,
Paus, wvill, 15, 3 ‘paancor
1t iy published by 6

o Rzzo, Mhiasos, bassitelievt provi i sopacotto

dionisiaco, 1934, This is o swmptuons publwation, prvately priated in
only 250 copies. T awe a copy to the zcal of Mrt Froaverro, Sceoretary
of cur Iastitute in Rome, and the kindness of the Dottorosa Makiy Savr-

ANGELG, The fighre of  Dionysos apatin reprodoeed by | Mo,
Pllesnne

The base Is now i the collection of 1

fititison dite
Ixvii, 1ag 3, p. 507, lig. 1
WinTrian at Haslemere,

Tronevaities de

ot de eontesp da et
._v [N Y
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Dinnvsos are alimost ddentical, but on the Landsdowne reliel he
Bolds o kantharos Trom which he pours out a libation on the
altar and he wears boots with upturned toes, while on our relief
heis barciooted. The altar too is very similar, but it seems that a
burnt sacrifice is olfered. Four round ohjects, resting directly on

NEW EVIDENCE FOR THE DIONYNAC MYSTERIES R

the surface of the altar, scem to be the ends ol billets; what rests
on these is indistinet, but a flame seems 1o he rising from it
Behind the altar there is no Priapus, a Maenad comes immediately
hefore the god. Especially important is that Dionysos is surrounded
by three ecstatically dancing Maenads.' They are taken from a
series of eight Maenads of which certain are well known.  Rizzo
advances the opinion that the original composition representing
the eight Muenads amd Dionysos as the central figure, wis Jdue
to the sculptor Kallimachos, ¢ xuvary&itiygroZ, wha lived in
the later part of the fitth century Bo Cooand Makeand wgioees
with him, The sculptor, who in the sccond century AL DL e
the reliel in the Carl Milles collection, chunged his odel to <nit
the Dionyvsine cutt obf his time. He sepanated the yod brom b
Macnads and added o Priapus to whom the sacrifice is made
This beinyg so, colour seems to be et to the opinion that not the
pod himsell is meant but his priest who in this age sometimes

donned the attire of Dionysos,

The cult of Dionysos was very widespread in the Roman
cmpire and is especially prominent in the provinces in which
Diouysos was fused with indigenous gods, Africa and Pannonia,
Its frequency in Thrace and the neighbouring districts depionded
of course on old traditions,  Generally the inseriptions inlorm us
only ol its existence and at most of associations and their funce-
tionaries. This is not the place to enter into this vast sulject.®
I want only to point to two publications which show that the
Bacchice ideas of the afteslife had penetrated the northern pro-
vinees.

One is a tombstone found at a place in Bolgasia not far from

Solia and published by Fgger® 1he relicls are poor and the

VRizzo, boes figures voo v cunl vy, ppLo2o0 s amd g resp,

¢ For a survey see Ao Brour, Liber pater, tasg, ppe 2 gt the asaos
ciations pp. 268 If,

3 R. e, Der Grabstein von Cekandéeva, Onteriei hsele Akl ol
Wiss,, Schritten der Balkankoanniission, Anthpiaschic Abt X0 20 van
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