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Pythagoras of Samos (floruit c.530 sce) is one of the most famous thinkers of 

ancient Greece, and his influence and imprint are still felt in Eastern and Western 
philosophical and religious thought. Already considered the father of ‘philosophy’ 

a generation after Plato (Riedweg 2005: 90-97), this famous inventor or, rather, 

‘importer’ into Greece of the mathematical theorem that bears his name (cf. 
Zhmud 1989) was much honoured in the ancient Academy, and especially in the 

philosophically predominant Neoplatonic circles of both late antiquity (O'Meara 
1989) and the Italian Renaissance (Riedweg 2005: 129fF.). 

SOURCE PROBLEMS: THE ‘PYTHAGOREAN QUESTION’ 

The factual and textual ground on which this spectacular and monumental edifice 
built by tradition stands is, by contrast, extremely insecure for the modern scholar. 

First, there are no fragments of Pythagoras’ writings. Very much like Socrates, 

Buddha and Jesus, the Samian sage was — principally, if not exclusively - a master 

of orality who left no written texts behind him: neither poems nor treatises in 
prose (see Riedweg [1997] for the possibility that Pythagoras committed some- 

thing to writing). Secondly, even if he had written something, the mystery-inspired 

secrecy practised in the circle of followers gravitating around him (Brissan 1987; 
Bremmer 1995: 63-70; Petit 1997; contra Zhmud 1997: 85-91) had as a conse- 

quence that, apparently, no writings were in public circulation outside the sect- 

like early Pythagorean communities before Philolaus of Croton (c.470-after 399 
BCE). Thirdly, no direct disciple of Pythagoras is known to have recorded the 

master's voice or written his biography, as for example Xenophon and Plato did 

for Socrates and Porphyry for Plotinus. So, quite disappointingly - and in the 
absence of any other direct literary, epigraphic or archaeological evidence — we 
are definitively deprived of first-hand access to the historical Pythagoras and his 

“teachings. Only a few dozen of his supposed oral sayings (akousmata) and some 
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he
op
hr
as
tu
s,
 a
n
d
 (

ii
) 
a 
co

mp
le

te
ly

 

di
st

ru
st

fu
l 
re

ac
ti

on
 t
o 
th
is
 k
in

d 
of
 i
nf

or
ma

ti
on

: 
a 
hy

pe
r-

cr
it

ic
al

 a
tt

it
ud

e 
th
at
 g
oe
s 

h
a
n
d
 i
n 
h
a
n
d
 w
it

h 
a 
te
nd
en
cy
 t
o 
m
i
n
i
m
i
z
e
 P
la
to
’s
 d
eb
t 
to
 t
he

 P
yt

ha
go

re
an

s 
of
 h
is

 

ti
me
 a
nd
, 
sy

mm
et

ri
ca

ll
y,

 t
o 
(o

ve
r)

em
ph

as
iz

e 
hi

s 
or

ig
in

al
it

y 
as

 a
 t
hi

nk
er

? 

In
 t
he

 d
o
m
a
i
n
 o
f 
re

li
gi

on
, 
th

e 
or

ig
in

al
it

y 
of
 P
yt
ha
go
ra
s’
 a
n
d
 t
he

 P
yt

ha
go

re
an

s’
 

co
nt
ri
bu
ti
on
 d
ep
en
ds
 o
n
 t
he
 a
cc

ep
ta

nc
e 

(o
r 
no
t)
 o

f 
th

e 
pr
io
ri
ty
 o
f 
th

e 
Or

ph
ic

 

li
te

ra
tu

re
, 
a
n
d
 o
n
 h
is
/t
he
ir
 d
eb
t 
to

 i
t.

 B
ut

 i
n 
th
e 
pr

es
en

t 
st

at
e 
of

 o
ur

 k
no
wl
ed
ge
, 
th

e 

es
ta

bl
is

hm
en

t 
of
 a
 p
re
ci
se
 o
r 
ev
en
 a
pp

ro
xi

ma
te

 r
el

at
iv

e 
ch

ro
no

lo
gy

 o
f 
th

e 
Or

ph
ic

 

a
n
d
 P
yt

ha
go

re
an

 m
o
v
e
m
e
n
t
s
 s
ee
ms
 a
 d
es
pe
ra
te
 u
nd
er
ta
ki
ng
: 
wi
th
in
 t
he

 e
xi

st
in

g 

li
te

ra
ry

 c
or
pu
s 

(a
nd

 s
up

po
se

d 
co
nt
in
uu
m)
 
of
 t
he

 O
r
p
h
i
c
 t

ra
di

ti
on

 w
e
 c
an

no
t 

ea
si

ly
 d
is

ti
ng

ui
sh

 b
et
we
en
 e
ar
ly
 a
n
d
 l
at

e 
Or

ph
ic

 p
oe

ms
, 
wh
er
ea
s,
 g
iv
en
 t
he

 e
ss
en
- 

ti
al

ly
 o
ra

l 
ch

ar
ac

te
r 
of
 t
he
 e
ar
ly
 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
 t
ra

di
ti

on
, 
th

e 
la
tt
er
’s
 e
ve

nt
ua

l 
in

fl
u-

 

en
ce

 o
n
 t
he

 O
rp

hi
ca

 r
em
ai
ns
 d
if
fi
cu
lt
 t
o 
de
te
ct
 a
n
d
 a
lm

os
t 
im
po
ss
ib
le
 t
o 
pr

ov
e.

 

G
i
v
e
n
 
th

e 
co

mp
li

ca
te

d 
si
tu
at
io
n 

de
sc
ri
be
d 

ab
ov

e,
 
an
ci
en
t 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

ni
sm

 

s
e
e
m
s
 t
o 
be
 ‘
sa

nd
wi

ch
ed

’ 
b
e
t
w
e
e
n
 t
he

 s
up

po
se

d 
O
r
p
h
i
c
 o
ri
gi
ns
 a
n
d
 b
a
c
k
g
r
o
u
n
d
 

of
 i
ts
 r

el
ig

io
us

 t
en

et
s 
o
n
 t
he

 o
ne

 s
id

e,
 a
n
d
 t
he

 a
rt
fu
l 
a
n
d
 i
ns
ig
ht
fu
l 

li
te
ra
ry
 a
n
d
 

ph
il

os
op

hi
ca

l 
el

ab
or

at
io

n 
of

 i
ts
 d
oc

tr
in

es
 i

n 
wr
it
te
n 
f
o
r
m
 b
y
 P
la
to
 o
n
 t
he

 o
th

er
 

si
de

. 
It

 i
s 
pe
rh
ap
s 
no
t 
a 
co

in
ci

de
nc

e 
th
at
, 
de
sp
it
e 
so
me
 e
ss

en
ti

al
 d
is
pa
ri
ti
es
, 
in
 b
ot

h 

ca
se
s 
th
e 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

n 
or
al
 t
ra

di
ti

on
 h
ad
 t
o 
co
mp
et
e 
wi

th
 e
xt

ra
or

di
na

ri
ly

 p
ro
li
fi
c 

li
te

ra
ry

 c
or

po
ra

: 
th
e 
Or

ph
ic

s’
 f
am
ou
s 
‘h

ub
bu

b 
of

 b
oo
ks
; 
or
 P
la
to
’s
 d
ia
lo
gu
es
. 
So

 t
he

 

ar
ch

ai
c 
pr

ef
er

en
ce

 o
f 
Py

th
ag

or
as

 a
n
d
 h
is
 d
is

ci
pl

es
 f
or
 o
ra

li
ty

 s
e
e
m
s
 t
o 
ha
ve
 b
ee
n 

de
fe
at
ed
 b
y 
th

e 
gr

ow
in

g 
li
te
ra
cy
 o
f 
th
e 
cl

as
si

ca
l 
pe

ri
od

. 
Al

l 
th

es
e 

di
ff
ic
ul

ti
es

 
a
m
o
u
n
t
 t

o 
th

e 
no

to
ri

ou
sl

y 
co

nt
ro

ve
rs

ia
l 
‘P

yt
ha

go
re

an
 

qu
es

ti
on

, 
w
h
i
c
h
 i

s 
n
o
 l

es
s 
c
o
m
p
l
e
x
 t
ha

n 
th
e 
‘H
om
er
ic
’ 

on
e.

 T
ak

in
g 
in

to
 a
cc

ou
nt

 

th
e 
pa

rt
ic

ul
ar

it
ie

s 
of
 t
he
 s
ou
rc
es
 t
ha
t 
in
fo
rm
 u
s 
ab

ou
t 
th

e 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

n 
tr

ad
it

io
n,

 

in
 m
y
 a
cc
ou
nt
 o
f 
Py
th

ag
or

as
’ 

co
nt
ri
bu
ti
on
 t

o 
We

st
er

n 
ph

il
os

op
hy

 o
f 
re

li
gi

on
 I

 

sh
al
l 
e
m
p
l
o
y
 t
hr

ee
 m
et

ho
ds

: 
(i
) 
id
en
ti
fy
in
g 
th

e 
el

em
en

ts
 o
f 
th

e 
tr
ad
it
io
n 
th
at
 c
ou
ld
 

mo
st
 r
el

ia
bl

y b
e 
co

ns
id

er
ed

 t
o 
be

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 m
as
te
r’
s 
or

ig
in

al
 r
el
ig
io
us
 i
ns

ig
ht

s;
 (

ii
) 

ex
am

in
in

g 
th
e 
re
le

va
nt

 d
oc

tr
in

es
 a
tt

ri
bu

te
d 
to
 t
he
 e
ar

ly
 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
s 
as
 a
 g
ro

up
, 

3.
 
Fo
r 

a 
ba

la
nc

ed
 a
cc

ou
nt

 o
f 

th
is

 d
el

ic
at

e 
a
n
d
 c
om

pl
ex

 q
ue

st
io

n,
 s
ee

 B
ur

ke
rt

's
 m
ag
is
te
ri
al
 

Lo
re

 a
n
d
 S
ci
en
ce
 i
n 
An
ci
en
t 
Py
th
ag
or
ea
ni
sm
 (
19
72
),
 a
s 
we
ll
 a
s 
th

e 
m
o
r
e
 r
ec

en
t 
m
o
n
o
g
r
a
p
h
s
 

of
 H
u
f
f
m
a
n
 (

19
93
, 

20
05

).
 H
u
f
f
m
a
n
 (
19
99
) 
a
n
d
 K
a
h
n
 
(2
00
1)
 
ar
e 

ex
ce

ll
en

t 
in
tr
od
uc
to
ry
 

sy
nt
he
se
s 
of

 t
he
 m
at
te
r.
 T
h
e
 s
ha

rp
ly

 o
pp
os
ed
 b
ut
 w
el

l-
fo

un
de

d 
an
d 

sk
il

fu
ll

y 
ar
gu
ed
 v
ie
ws
 

of
 K
i
n
g
s
l
e
y
 (
19
95
) 
a
n
d
 Z
h
m
u
d
 (
19
97
) 
s
h
o
w
 h
o
w
 f
ra

gi
le

 t
he
 o
t
h
e
r
w
i
s
e
 a
d
m
i
r
a
b
l
e
 i
nt
er
pr
e-
 

ta
ti

ve
 e
qu
il
ib
ri
um
 o
bt

ai
ne

d 
by

 B
ur
ke
rt
 c
an
 b
e.
 

25
 



C
O
N
S
T
A
N
T
I
N
O
S
 
M
A
C
R
I
S
 

as
 w
el

l 
as

 t
he

 f
ra

gm
en

ts
 o

f,
 a
n
d
 t
es
ti
mo
ni
es
 a

bo
ut
, 
in

di
vi

du
al

 s
ix

th
- 
a
n
d
 f

if
th
- 

ce
nt
ur
y 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

ns
 s
uc

h 
as

 P
hi
lo
la
us
 (
or

 e
ve
n 
Em

pe
do

cl
es

);
 a
n
d
 (
üi
) 
re

vi
ew

in
g 

Py
th
ag
or
ea
n 
id
ea
s 
pr
ob
ab
ly
 e
ch
oe
d 
in

 P
la
to
. 
B
y
 t
hi
s 
mu

lt
ip

le
 a
pp

ro
ac

h 
I 
h
o
p
e
 t
o 

ob
ta
in
 a
 m
o
r
e
 c
om

pl
et

e 
a
n
d
 c
om
pr
eh
en
si
ve
 p
ic
tu
re
 o
f 
th

e 
di

ve
rs

it
y 
of
 v
ie
ws
 t
ha
t 

we
re
 i
n 
ci

rc
ul

at
io

n,
 a
lr

ea
dy

 a
t 
an
 e
ar

ly
 s
ta
ge
, 
in

 c
ir

cl
es

 w
h
o
s
e
 p
oi
nt
 o
f 
re

fe
re

nc
e 

an
d 
so
ur
ce
 o
f 
in

sp
ir

at
io

n 
w
a
s
 P
yt

ha
go

ra
s 
hi

ms
el

f.
 

P
R
E
L
I
M
I
N
A
R
Y
 H
I
S
T
O
R
I
C
A
L
 A
N
D
 
M
E
T
H
O
D
O
L
O
G
I
C
A
L
 

C
O
N
S
I
D
E
R
A
T
I
O
N
S
 A
N
D
 S
O
M
E
 Q
U
A
L
I
F
I
C
A
T
I
O
N
S
 

Py
th
ag
or
as
’ 
re
li
gi
ou
s 
in
si

gh
ts

 a
re
 w
el

l 
k
n
o
w
n
.
 T
h
e
y
 a
re

 m
ai

nl
y 
tw

o:
 t
he

 t
he

or
y 
of
 

th
e 
im

mo
rt

al
it

y 
a
n
d
 t
ra
ns
mi
gr
at
io
n 
of
 t
he
 s
ou
l,
 a
n
d
 t
he
 c
on

ce
pt

io
n 
of
 t
he
 w
or
ld
 a
s 

a 
ha

rm
on

io
us

 o
rd
er
 (
ko

sm
os

) 
st

ru
ct

ur
ed

 a
cc

or
di

ng
 t
o 
nu

me
ri

ca
l 
pr

op
or

ti
on

s.
 A
s
 

Wa
lt

er
 B
ur
ke
rt
 (
19

72
) 
ha
s 
sh

ow
n,

 t
he
y 
d
o
 n
ot
 s
uf

fi
ce

 t
o 
m
a
k
e
 o
f 
h
i
m
 a
 p
hi
lo
so
ph
er
 

st
ri
ct
o 
se
ns
u.
 O
u
r
 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 o
f 
h
i
m
 w
o
u
l
d
 b
e 
m
o
r
e
 a
cc

ur
at

e 
if
 w
e
 t
hi
nk
 o
f 
h
i
m
 

ra
th

er
 a
s 
a 
wi

se
 m
a
n
 o
r 
sa
ge
, 
a 
‘c

ha
ri

sm
at

ic
 m
as

te
r 
of
 w
is

do
ny

! 
pe
rc
ei
ve
d 
b
y
 h
is

 

co
nt
em
po
ra
ri
es
 a
s 
po
ss
es

si
ng

 a
n
d
 r
ev

ea
li

ng
 t
o 
h
u
m
a
n
i
t
y
 d
iv

in
e 
tr

ut
hs

, 
a
n
d
 c
on

se
- 

qu
en

tl
y 
e
n
d
o
w
e
d
 w
it
h 
a 
do

gm
at

ic
 a
ut
ho
ri
ty
 (
Ma
cr
is
 2
00

9)
. 
So
 i
n 
Py
th
ag
or
as
’ 
ca
se
 

w
e
 a
re
 s
ti
ll
 s
it
ua
te
d 
in
 t
he

 ‘
pr

e-
hi

st
or

y;
 o
r 
pe

rh
ap

s 
‘p

ro
to

-h
is

to
ry

, 
of
 t
he
 p
hi
lo
so
ph
y 

of
 r
el
ig
io
n.
 

Co
ns

eq
ue

nt
ly

, 
a
m
o
n
g
 t
he

 r
em
ai
ns
 t
ha

t 
m
o
s
t
 a
ut
he
nt
ic
al
ly
 r
ef
le
ct
 P
yt

ha
go

ra
s’

 

t
h
o
u
g
h
t
 

we
 s

ha
ll
 l
oo
k 
in
 v
ai

n 
fo
r 
th

e 
di

al
ec

ti
ca

l 
ap

pr
oa

ch
es

 a
n
d
 t
he

 d
et

ai
le

d,
 s
ys
te
m-
 

at
ic

 a
rg
um
en
ta
ti
on
s 
w
e
 w
o
u
l
d
 h
av
e 

ex
pe

ct
ed

, 
a
n
d
 t

o 
w
h
i
c
h
 w
e
 a

re
 n
o
w
a
d
a
y
s
 

ac
cu

st
om

ed
. 
Th

es
e 
ar

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
ri

st
ic

 o
f 
th

e 
la
te
r 
ge
ne
ra
ti
on
s 
of
 P
yt

ha
go

re
an

s,
 a
n
d
 

es
pe
ci
al
ly
 o
f t

ho
se
 a
m
o
n
g
 t
he

m 
w
h
o
 w
er

e 
ca

ll
ed

 m
at

he
ma

ti
ko

i,
 n
am

el
y 
‘t
he
 l
ea
rn
ed
 

on
es
, 
or
 ‘
th
e 
o
n
e
s
 e
n
g
a
g
e
d
 i
n 
(t

he
 m
a
t
h
e
m
a
t
i
c
a
l
)
 s
ci
en
ce
s 
(o

f 
th

e 
q
u
a
d
r
i
u
i
u
m
)
,
 a
s 

op
po
se
d 

to
 t
he

 m
o
r
e
 t

ra
di
ti
on
al
is
t 
a
n
d
 r

it
ua
li
st
ic
 b
ra

nc
h 
of
 t
he

 s
ec
t,
 t
he

 a
ko
us
- 

ma
ti
ko
i,
 w
h
o
 s
ti
ck
 t
o 
Py

th
ag

or
as

’ 
or

al
 s
ay

in
gs

, 
th
e 
ak
ou
sm
at
a®
 P
yt

ha
go

ra
s’

 o
w
n
 

ap
ho

ri
st

ic
 f
or

mu
la

ti
on

s 
we
re
 t
ak

en
 a
s 
or
ac
ul
ar
 p
ro
no
un
ce

me
nt
s,
 a
ut
ho
ri
ta
ti
ve
ly
 

or
da

in
ed
, 
(q
ua
si
-)
 d
iv
in

e 
pr
es
cr
ip
ti
on
s.
 H
is
 f
ol
lo
we
rs
 u
se
d 
to

 r
ef
er
 t
o 
th

em
 b
y 
th
e 

ph
ra

se
, 
“
H
e
 h
as
 s
ai
d 
so
” 
(a

ut
os

 e
ph

a,
 i
ps
e 
di
xi
t)
 -
 a
n
d
 t
he

re
 e
n
d
e
d
 t
he

 d
is
cu
ss
io
n.
 

Ho
we

ve
r,

 s
o
m
e
h
o
w
 u
ne

xp
ec

te
dl

y 
in
 o
ur

 e
ye

s,
 P
yt

ha
go

ra
s’

 a
ut
ho
ri
ta
ti
ve
 t
ea
ch
in
gs
 

do
 n
ot
 s
e
e
m
 t
o 
ha
ve
 f
un
ct
io
ne
d 
as

 f
ix

ed
, 
i
m
m
o
v
a
b
l
e
 d
o
g
m
a
s
 f
or

 a
lo

ng
 t
im

e.
 O
ra

li
ty

, 

af
te
r 

al
l,
 g
av

e 
fl
ui
di
ty
 a
n
d
 p
la
st
ic
it
y 
to

 t
he

 e
ar
ly
 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
 t
ra

di
ti

on
. 
Wi

th
in

 t
he

 

la
tt
er
 (
ev
en
 p
ut
ti
ng
 a
si
de

 t
he
 ‘
ac
us
ma
ti
ci
 v
er

su
s 
ma

th
em

at
ic

i’
 d
iv

id
e,

 w
h
i
c
h
 m
a
y
 

be
 d
at

ed
 t
o 
th

e 
mi
dd
le
 o
f 
th

e 
fi

ft
h 
ce
nt
ur
y)
, 
w
e
 c
an

 h
ea

r 
a 
pl

ur
al

it
y 
of
 vo

ic
es

, 
of

te
n 

re
po
rt

ed
 c
ol
le
ct
iv
el
y 
a
n
d
 a
n
o
n
y
m
o
u
s
l
y
 (
e.
g.
 i
n 
Ar

is
to

tl
e'

s 
ac

co
un

ts
 o
f 
th

e 
op

in
io

ns
 o
f 

4.
 
Se

e 
Ma

cr
is

 (
20

03
) 
(w
it
h 
ex

te
ns

iv
e 
bi

bl
io

gr
ap

hy
),

 w
he

re
 I
 a
rg

ue
 f
or

 t
he
 u
se
 o
f 
th

is
 d
es

ig
na

- 

ti
on
, 
in
st
ea
d 
of
 t
he
 m
o
r
e
 w
id

es
pr

ea
d 
ca

te
go

ry
 o
f 
‘s
ha
ma
n.
 

5,
 
Fo
r 
th
e 
tw

o 
br
an
ch
es

 t
ha
t 
ar
e 
at
te
st
ed
 a
m
o
n
g
 t
he
 e
ar
ly
 P
yt

ha
go

re
an

s,
 s
ee

 B
ur

ke
rt

 (
19
72
: 

19
2-
20
8)
. 

1
6
 

P
Y
T
H
A
G
O
R
A
S
 

di
ff

er
en

t 
Py
th
ag
or
ea
n 
gr

ou
ps

),
 b
ut
 a
ls

o,
 i
n 
s
o
m
e
 c
as

es
, 
ex
pl
ic
it
ly
 a
tt
ri
bu
te
d 
to
 i
nd

i-
 

vi
du

al
 t
hi

nk
er

s 
(e

sp
ec

ia
ll
y 
af
te
r 
Ph

il
ol

au
s’

 p
ub

li
ca

ti
on

 o
fh
is
 b
o
o
k
 O
n
 N
at
ur
e 
un
de
r 

hi
s 
o
w
n
 n
am

e)
. 
Pr

ed
ic

ta
bl

y 
en

ou
gh

, 
u
p
 t
o 
th

e 
ti
me
 o
f 
Pl

at
o 
th
is
 p
lu

ra
li

ty
 a
n
d
 v
ar
ie
ty
 

b
e
c
a
m
e
 e
ve

n 
m
o
r
e
 p
ro
no
un
ce
d,
 o
w
i
n
g
 t
o 
th
e 
in
te
rn
al
 ‘
dy
na
mi
cs
 o
f 
ev

ol
ut

io
n’

 o
f 

th
e 
li

vi
ng

 t
ra

di
ti

on
, 
as

 w
el

l 
as

 t
o 
ex

te
rn

al
 i
nf
lu
en
ce
s 
or

 s
yn

cr
et

is
ti

c 
p
h
e
n
o
m
e
n
a
,
 b
ut
 

es
pe

ci
al

ly
 t
ha

nk
s 
to

 t
he

 P
yt

ha
go

re
an

s 
ab

il
it

y 
to

 i
nt
er
ac
t 
in
 a
 c
re
at
iv
e 
w
a
y
 w
it

h 
th

e 

tr
en

ds
 o
f 
th

ei
r 
ti
me
s:
 b
y
 u
pd

at
in

g 
th

ei
r 
vo
ca
bu
la
ry
 a
n
d
 m
et

ho
do

lo
gi

ca
l 
ap
pr
oa
ch
es
, 

b
y
 a
da

pt
in

g 
th

ei
r 
di
sc
ou
rs
e 
to
 t
he

 n
e
w
 i
nt

el
le

ct
ua

l 
ne

ed
s 
a
n
d
 p
hi
lo
so
ph
ic
al
 q
ue
s-
 

ti
on
s,
 a
n
d
 b
y
 e
ng

ag
in

g 
in
 a 

fe
rt

il
e 
di
al
og
ue
 w
it

h 
ot
he
r 
sc
ho
ol
s 
of
 t
ho
ug
ht
 o
r 
re
li
gi
ou
s 

m
o
v
e
m
e
n
t
s
 o
f 
th

e 
ra

pi
dl

y 
ch

an
gi

ng
 G
r
e
e
k
 w
or
ld
 o
f 
th

e 
fi

ft
h 
ce

nt
ur

y 
BC

E.
 

Th
is
 c
o
m
p
l
e
x
 s
it

ua
ti

on
 m
a
k
e
s
 i

t 
ev
en
 m
o
r
e
 d
if
fi
cu
lt
 f
or
 u
s 
to
 r
ec
on
st
ru
ct
 p
ro

p-
 

er
ly

 t
he

 u
nw
ri
tt
en
, 
or

al
ly
 t
ra

ns
mi

tt
ed

 d
oc

tr
in

es
 o
f 
Py

th
ag

or
as

 h
im

se
lf

 o
ut
 o
f 
th

ei
r 

ka
le

id
os

co
pi

c 
re
fl
ec
ti
on
s 
in
 l
at
er
, 
un

do
ub

te
dl

y 
m
o
r
e
 s
op

hi
st

ic
at

ed
 d
ev
el
op
me
nt
s.
 

Ho
we

ve
r,

 g
iv

en
 t
he

 a
rc

ha
ic

 c
on
te
xt
 o
ut
 o
f 
w
h
i
c
h
 P
yt

ha
go

ra
s 
em
er
ge
s,
 i

t 
co

ul
d 
be

 

in
te
re
st
in
g 
fo

r 
ou

r 
pu

rp
os

es
 n
ot
 t
o 
re

st
ri

ct
 o
ur

se
lv

es
 s
ol
el
y 
to
 t
he

 a
rg

um
en

ta
ti

ve
ly

 

mu
te
 i
ns

ig
ht

s 
of
 t
he

 m
as

te
r 
hi
ms
el
f 
bu
t 
to
 a
ls
o 
ta

ke
 i
nt
o 
co
ns
id
er
at
io
n 
th
e 
ar
gu
- 

m
e
n
t
s
 e
la
bo
ra
te
d 
la
te
r 
b
y
 o
th
er
 r
ep

re
se

nt
at

iv
es

 o
f 
th

e 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

n 
m
o
v
e
m
e
n
t
,
 i
n 

th
ei
r 
ef

fo
rt

 t
o 
ex

pl
ai

n,
 c

la
ri
ty
, 
co
ns
ol
id
at
e 
an

d/
or

 (
ev

en
tu

al
ly

) 
de

fe
nd

 m
o
r
e
 e
ff

ec
- 

ti
ve

ly
 t
he

 d
oc
tr
in
es
 o
f 
th

ei
r 
o
w
n
 t
ra

di
ti

on
 a
ga

in
st

 t
he

 a
tt
ac
ks
 o
f 
la
te
r 
cr
it
ic
s.
 W
h
a
t
 

is
 i
mp

or
ta

nt
, 

I 
w
o
u
l
d
 s
ug

ge
st

, 
is

 t
o r

ec
on
st
ru
ct
 t
he

 g
en
er
al
 t
ra
in
 o
f 
th
ou
gh
t 
fo
ll
ow
ed
 

di
ac

hr
on

ic
al

ly
 b
y
 t
he

 (
a
n
o
n
y
m
o
u
s
 a
n
d
 e
p
o
n
y
m
o
u
s
)
 e
ar
ly
 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
 t
hi

nk
er

s 
in
 

th
e 
lo

ng
ue

 d
ur

ée
, 
es
pe
ci
al
ly
 i
n 
so

 f
ar
 a
s 
th

ey
 w
er
e 
in
 c
on

ti
nu

it
y 
a
n
d
 i
n 
co
ns
on
an
ce
 

wi
th

 t
he

ir
 m
as
te
r’
s 
vo

ic
e,
 a
n
d
 t
o 
id
en
ti
fy
 t
he
 m
a
i
n
 l
in

es
 o
f 
ar
gu
me
nt
at
io
n 
ad
op
te
d 

b
y
 t
h
e
m
 o
n
 s
o
m
e
 f
un
da
me
nt
al
 i
ss
ue
s 
in
 t
he

 p
hi
lo
so
ph
y 
of
 r
el

ig
io

n.
 

Ta
ki
ng
 i
nt

o 
co

ns
id

er
at

io
n 
th
e 
af

or
em

en
ti

on
ed

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 q
ua

li
fi

ca
ti

on
s,

 a
s 
we

ll
 

as
 t
he

 h
is

to
ri

ca
l 
a
n
d
 c
ul

tu
ra

l 
co
nt
ex
t 
ou
t 
of

 w
h
i
c
h
 P
yt

ha
go

ra
s 
a
n
d
 t
he

 t
ra
di
ti
on
 

de
ri

vi
ng

 f
r
o
m
 h
is

 t
ea

ch
in

gs
 e
me
rg
e,
 t
he
 g
en
er
al
 t
he

si
s 
of

 t
hi
s 
ch

ap
te

r 
wi
ll
 b
e 

th
at
 

th
er
e 

is
 a
 p
ro

pe
r 
co

nt
ri

bu
ti

on
 t
ha

t 
Py

th
ag

or
as

 a
n
d
 t
he

 e
ar
ly
 P
yt

ha
go

re
an

 t
hi
nk
er
s 

m
a
d
e
 t
o 
th

e 
hi
st
or
y 
of

 t
he
 p
hi
lo
so
ph
y 
of

 re
li

gi
on

, 
an

d 
th
at
 t
hi
s 
co

nt
ri

bu
ti

on
 i

s 
no
t 

on
ly
 i
mp

or
ta

nt
, 
or

ig
in
al

 a
n
d
 m
ul

ti
fa

ri
ou

s,
 b
ut
 a
ls
o 
in

fl
ue

nt
ia

l 
a
n
d
 l
on

g 
la

st
in

g.
 

T
H
E
 P
Y
T
H
A
G
O
R
E
A
N
 C
O
N
T
R
I
B
U
T
I
O
N
 T
O
 

T
H
E
 P
H
I
L
O
S
O
P
H
Y
 O
F
 R
E
L
I
G
I
O
N
:
 A
N
 O
U
T
L
I
N
E
 

A
s
 h
as
 b
e
e
n
 a
m
p
l
y
 d
em

on
st

ra
te

d 
b
y
 P
ie
rr
e 
H
a
d
o
t
 i
n 
W
h
a
t
 I
s 
An

ci
en

t 
Ph

il
os

op
hy

? 

(2
00

2)
 a
n
d
 p
re

vi
ou

sl
y 
in
 h
is
 P
hi
lo
so
ph
y 
as
 a
 W
a
y
 o
f L

if
e 
(1
99
5)
, 
an

ci
en

t 
ph

il
os

op
hy

 

co
ns
is
te
d 
no
t 
on

ly
 o
f 
th

in
ki

ng
 s
up

po
rt

ed
 b
y
 r
ea
so
ne
d 
a
r
g
u
m
e
n
t
 a
n
d
 p
ro
du
ct
iv
e 

‚o
f 
mo

re
 o
r 

le
ss

 c
oh

er
en

t 
wo

rl
dv

ie
ws

 a
nd

 d
oc

tr
in

es
, 
bu
t 
al
so
 i
n 
a 
w
a
y
 o
f 

li
fe

 t
ha
t 

h
a
d
 t
o 
be

 l
iv
ed
 a
cc
or
di

ng
 t
o 
th

e 
pr

in
ci

pl
es

 d
er

iv
in

g 
f
r
o
m
 t
he

se
 v
ie

ws
, 
a
n
d
 w
h
i
c
h
 

w
a
s
 a
n 
ex
er
ci
se
 i
n 
se

lf
-d

is
ci

pl
in

e 
a
n
d
 a
 p
ro
ce
ss
 o
f 
se
lf
-t
ra
ns
fo
rm
at
io
n.
 T
h
e
 p
er
fe
ct
 

ma
rr

ia
ge

 o
f 
th

e 
th
eo
re
ti
ca
l 
a
n
d
 t
he

 p
ra
ct
ic
al
 a
sp

ec
t 
of
 p
hi

lo
so

ph
y 

is
 a
ch

ie
ve

d 
fo
r 

th
e 

fi
rs

t 
ti
me
, 
a
n
d
 i
n 
a 
re
ma
rk
ab
le
 w
ay

, 
in
 t
he

 a
nc
ie
nt
 P
yt

ha
go

re
an

 t
ra
di
ti
on
. 

?2
+ 



C
O
N
S
T
A
N
T
I
N
O
S
 
M
A
C
R
I
S
 

Ac
co
rd
in
gl
y,
 i
n 
ou
r 
ov
er
vi
ew
 o
f 
th

e 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

n 
co
nt
ri
bu
ti
on
 t
o 
th

e 
ph

il
os

op
hy

 

of
 r
el
ig
io
n 

it
 i

s 
ap

t 
to
 d
is
ti
ng
ui
sh
 b
et
we
en
 ‘
th

eo
lo

gy
’ 
a
n
d
 ‘
bi

os
. 
In
 t
he

 d
o
m
a
i
n
 o
f 

th
eo

lo
gy

, 
un
de
rs
to
od
 i
n 
th

e 
an

ci
en

t 
se
ns
e 
of
 t
he

o-
lo

gi
a,

 w
e
 s
ha

ll
 l
oo
k 
fo

r 
re
fl
ec
ti
on
 

an
d 
di
sc
ou
rs
e 

(J
og
os
) 
on
 g
od

s 
an
d 
th
e 
di

vi
ne

: 
th

ei
r 
es
se
nc
e,
 a
nd
 t
he

ir
 r
el

at
io

n 
to
 

th
e 
c
o
s
m
o
s
 i
n 
ge

ne
ra

l 
a
n
d
 t
o 
m
a
n
 i
n 
pa

rt
ic

ul
ar

. 
In

 t
he

 d
o
m
a
i
n
 o
f 
bi
os
, 
or
 o
f 
w
h
a
t
 

w
e
 c
ou

ld
 m
o
r
e
 p
re

ci
se

ly
 c

al
l 
re

li
gi

ou
s 
‘p

ra
xe

ol
og

y,
 w
e
 s

ha
ll
 l
oo
k 

fo
r 
re

fl
ec

ti
on

 

a
n
d
 d
is
co
ur
se
 o
n
 h
um

an
it

y'
s 

at
ti

tu
de

 t
ow
ar
ds
 t
he

 d
iv

in
e.

 T
w
o
 k
in

ds
 o
f 
pr

ac
ti

ca
l 

c
o
n
c
e
r
n
s
 a
re

 i
nv
ol
ve

d 
he
re
: 
ri
tu
al
is
m 
a
n
d
 m
or
al
it
y.
 

T
h
e
 a

nc
ie
nt
s 

co
nv
en
ie
nt
ly
 d
is

ti
ng

ui
sh

ed
 t

hr
ee

 t
yp
es
 
of
 t
he
ol
og
y:
 
my

th
ic

al
, 

ph
ys

ic
al

 a
n
d
 c
iv

ic
.’

 T
h
e
 f
ir

st
, 
il
lu
st
ra
te
d 
by
 t
he

 p
oe
ts
 (
an

d 
my

th
og

ra
ph

er
s)

, 
sp
ok
e 

of
 t
he

 g
od
s 

in
 t
er

ms
 o
f 
my
th
ic
al
 t
al
es
 a
n
d
 n
ar

ra
ti

ve
s 
ab

ou
t 
th

ei
r 
li

fe
 a
n
d
 a
ct

iv
it

ie
s.

 

T
h
e
 s
ec
on
d,
 p
ra

ct
is

ed
 b
y 
th

e 
ph
il
os
op
he
rs
, 
at
te
mp
te
d 
to
 g
iv

e 
a 
re
as
on
ab
le
 a
cc

ou
nt

 

of
 t
he

 g
od
s’
 i

de
nt
it
y,
 o

ri
gi

n 
a
n
d
 n
at

ur
e 

(p
hy
si
s)
, 
a
n
d
 o
f 
ou

r 
ca

pa
ci

ty
 t

o 
ap

pr
e-

 

he
nd
 t
he
se
 c
og

ni
ti

ve
ly
. 
Th
e 
th

ir
d 

is
 c
on

fi
ne

d 
to

 p
ri
es
tl

y 
kn
ow
le
dg
e 
or
 t
he

 c
it
iz
en
s’
 

un
de
rs
ta
nd
in
g 
of
 t
he

 p
ra

ct
ic

es
 (

ri
tu
al
s,
 s

ac
ri

fi
ce

s,
 i

ni
ti
at
io
ns
, 

et
c.
) 
su

rr
ou

nd
in

g 

th
e 
wo
rs
hi
p 
of

 t
he

 g
od

s 
in

 t
he
 c
on

te
xt

 o
f 
ci

vi
c 
re

li
gi
on

. 
Us

ef
ul

 t
ho
ug
h 

it
 m
a
y
 b
e,
 

th
is

 d
is

ti
nc

ti
on

 i
s 
s
o
m
e
w
h
a
t
 a
rt
if
ic
ia
l.
 T
h
e
 t
hr

ee
 t
yp
es
 o
f 
th

eo
lo

gy
 i
t 
id
en
ti
fi
es
 a
re

 

to
 a
 g
re

at
 e
xt
en
t 
c
o
m
p
l
e
m
e
n
t
a
r
y
 a
n
d
 i
nt
er
de
pe
nd
en
t,
 a
n
d
 t

hi
s 

is
 e
ve

n 
m
o
r
e
 t
he

 

ca
se
 w
it
h 
th

e 
qu
it
e 
un
di
ff
er
en
ti
at
ed
 f
us

io
n 
of
 p
oe
tr
y,
 p
hi

lo
so

ph
y 
a
n
d
 r
el
ig
io
n 
th

at
 

is
 c
ha
ra
ct
er
is
ti
c 
of
 t
he

 a
rc

ha
ic

 p
er

io
d 
(b

ut
 a
ls

o 
of
 a
 f
ig
ur
e 
li
ke
 E
mp

ed
oc

le
s,

 s
o
m
e
 

de
ca
de
s 

la
te

r)
. 
Bu
t 

st
il
l,
 i
n 
ou

r 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n 
of

 t
he

 e
ar

ly
 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
 c
on

tr
ib

u-
 

ti
on
 t
o 
th

e 
ph

il
os

op
hy

 o
f 
re
li
gi
on
, 
th

e 
ab

ov
e-

me
nt

io
ne
d 

di
st

in
ct

io
n 
co
ul
d 
se

rv
e 

as
 a
 r
em
in
de
r 
th
at
 w
e
 s
ho

ul
d 
e
x
a
m
i
n
e
 n
ot
 o
nl

y 
th

e 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

ns
’ 
op
in
io
ns
 o
n
 t
he

 

go
ds
 o
f 
th

e 
Gr

ee
k 
pa
nt
he
on
, 

th
ei

r 
sp
ec
ul
at
io
ns
 a
bo

ut
 t
he
 r

el
at

io
ns

hi
p 
be
tw
ee
n 

n
u
m
b
e
r
s
 a
n
d
 g
od
s 
a
n
d
 t
he
ir
 n
at
ur
al
 t
he

ol
og

y,
 b
ut
 a
ls

o 
th

ei
r 
us
e 
a
n
d
 r
ei
nt
er
pr
et
a-
 

ti
on

 o
f m

yt
h 
— 
be
 it

 H
om

er
ic

, 
He
si
od
ic
, 
Or
ph
ic
 o
r 
El

eu
si
ni
an
 —
 a
nd

 t
he

ir
 r
ef

or
ma

- 
ti
ve
 a
tt

it
ud

e 
to

wa
rd

s 
th

e 
cu

lt
 a
n
d
 r
it

ua
ls

 o
f 
th
e 
G
r
e
e
k
 po

li
s.
 

In
 a
 s
ti
mu
la
ti
ng
 e
ss
ay
, 
G
l
e
n
n
 M
o
s
t
 (
20
03
: 
30
7-
10
) 
ha
s 
re
ce
nt
ly
 s
ug

ge
st

ed
 t
ha

t 

in
 t
he

 a
nc
ie
nt
 G
r
e
e
k
 w
or

ld
 t
he

 r
ol

e 
of
 p
hi

lo
so

ph
y 
in
 i
ts
 r
el
at
io
ns
hi
p 
wi

th
 r
el

ig
io

n 

wa
s 

to
 r
ei

nf
or

ce
 r

el
ig

io
si

ty
 e
it
he
r 
b
y
 s
up
pl
em
en
ti
ng
 r
el
ig
io
n 
in
 t
he
 d
o
m
a
i
n
s
 o
f 

co
sm

ol
og

y,
 e
sc
ha
to
lo
gy
 a
n
d
 m
or

al
it

y,
 o
r 
b
y
 u
nd
er
ta
ki
ng
 “
to
 c
or
re
ct
 a
n
d
 i
mp

ro
ve

 

it,
 b
y 
sy
st
em
at
iz
in
g 

it
s 
in
tu
it
io
ns
, 
b
y
 r
ei

nf
or

ci
ng

 i
ts
 j
us
ti
fi
ca
ti
on
s,
 b
y
 g
en

er
al

iz
in

g 

it
s 
ap
pl
ic
ab
il
it
ie
s”
 (

ib
id

.:
 3
10

).
 T
hi

s 
ap

pl
ie

s 
pe
rf
ec
tl
y 
to

 a
nc
ie
nt
 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
is
m,
 

w
h
i
c
h
 p
ro

du
ce

d 
ph

ys
ic

al
-a

ni
mi

st
ic

 a
s 
we
ll
 a
s 
nu
mb
er
-o
ri
en
te
d 
co
sm
og
on
ie
s 
a
n
d
 

co
sm

ol
og

ie
s,

 e
sc
ha
to
lo
gi
ca
l 
do

ct
ri

ne
s 
ce

nt
re

d 
o
n
 t
he

 s
ou

ls
 i
mm

or
ta

li
ty

, 
m
e
t
e
m
-
 

ps
yc

ho
si

s 
a
n
d
 a

st
ra

l 
af

te
rl

if
e 
an
d,
 l

as
t 
bu
t 
no
t 

le
as
t,

 a
 r
at

io
na

ll
y 
st

ru
ct

ur
ed

 a
n
d
 

co
he
re
nt
 m
o
d
e
l
 o
f 
re

fo
rm

ed
 p
ie
ty
, 
a 
bi
os
 c
om

bi
ni

ng
 r
it
ua
li
st
ic
 a
n
d
 m
or
al
 p
re
sc
ri
p-
 

ti
on
s 
a
n
d
 a
im
in
g 

at
 p
ur

if
ic

at
io

n 
an
d,
 t
hr

ou
gh

 i
t, 

at
 e
te

rn
al

 b
le
ss
in
gs
 b
e
y
o
n
d
 t
he

 

gr
av

e.
 T
o
 M
os
t’
s 
s
c
h
e
m
e
 w
e
 c
ou
ld
 a
d
d
 a
no
th
er
 i
mp
or
ta
nt
 d
om

ai
n,

 t
ha

t 
of
 (
re
li
- 

6.
 
Se

e 
Aë
ti
us
, 
O
n
 t
he
 O
pi

ni
on

s 
of
 t
he
 P
hi
lo
so
ph
er
s 
=
 P
s.

-P
lu
ta
rc
h 

1.
6.

9 
(i
n 
Di

el
s 
19
65
: 
29
5)
; 

Va
rr
o,
 A
nt
iq
ui
ti
es
 
of
 H
u
m
a
n
 a
n
d
 D
iv

in
e 
Th
in
gs
 (
in

 V
ar
ro

 1
97
6)
, 

fr
s 
7-
9.
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> 
P
Y
T
H
A
G
O
R
A
S
 

gi
ou

s)
 ‘
an

th
ro

po
-l

og
y,
 u
nd

er
st

oo
d 

as
 r
ef

le
ct

io
n 
a
n
d
 d
is
co
ur
se
 a
bo

ut
 m
an
’s
 p
la
ce
 

in
 t
he

 c
os

mo
s,

 h
is

 m
or

ta
li

ty
 a
n
d
 t
he

 d
eg
re
e 
of
 h
is

 a
ff

in
it

y 
(s
yg
ge
ne
ia
) 
to
 t
he

 d
iv

in
e.

 

Th
is
 d
o
m
a
i
n
 d
es

er
ve

s 
sp

ec
ia

l 
at

te
nt

io
n,

 g
iv
en
 t
he

 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
s 
(a
ll
eg
ed
?)
 p
ro
pe
n-
 

si
ty
 t
o 
sp

ea
k 
ab

ou
t 
‘d

iv
in

e 
me

n’
 a
nd
 d
ai
mo
ne
s,
 t
he
ir
 i
nv

it
at

io
n 
to
 ‘
fo
ll
ow
 g
od

’ 
an

d 

to
 b
e 
as

si
mi

la
te

d 
to
 t
he

 d
iv

in
e 
in
 t
hi
s 

li
fe

, 
a
n
d
 t
he
ir
 t
he

or
ie

s 
ab

ou
t 
p
o
s
t
-
m
o
r
t
e
m
 

di
vi
ni
za
ti
on
. 

Fo
r 
ea

ch
 o
f 
th

e 
fi
el
ds
 m
e
n
t
i
o
n
e
d
 i
n 
th
is
 b
ri

ef
 o
ve

rv
ie

w 
a 
de
ta
il
ed
 a
na
ly
si
s 
of
 t
he

 

ev
id

en
ce

 i
s 
ne
ed
ed
, 
a
n
d
 s
uc
h 
an
 a
pp

ro
ac

h 
w
o
u
l
d
 h
av
e 
ce

rt
ai

nl
y 
br
ou
gh
t 
us

 b
e
y
o
n
d
 

th
e 
li

mi
ts

 p
re

sc
ri

be
d 
fo
r 
th
is
 m
o
d
e
s
t
 c
ha

pt
er

. 
Gi
ve
n 
th

e 
re

pe
at

ed
 a
n
d
 e
xh
au
st
iv
e 

tr
ea

tm
en

t 
in
 m
o
d
e
r
n
 s
ch
ol
ar
sh
ip
 o
f 
th

e 
Py
th
ag
or
ea
n 
w
a
y
 o
f 
li

fe
 a
n
d
 o
f 
th

e 
th
eo
ry
 

of
 i
mm

or
ta

li
ty

 a
n
d
 t
ra
ns
mi
gr
at
io
n 
of
 t
he

 s
ou
l,
 t
he

 f
ol
lo
wi
ng
 p
ag

es
 w
il
l 
fo

cu
s 
o
n
 

th
e 
Py
th
ag
or
ea
n 
co
nt
ri
bu
ti
on
 t

o 
th

e 
d
o
m
a
i
n
 o
f 
th
eo
lo
gy
, 
ta

ke
n 

in
 t
he

 b
ro

ad
es

t 

po
ss

ib
le

 s
en
se
. 

E
A
R
L
Y
 P
Y
T
H
A
G
O
R
E
A
N
 V
I
E
W
S
 O
N
 G
O
D
S
 A
N
D
 T
H
E
 D
I
V
I
N
E
 

Le
t 
us
 s
ta

rt
 w
it
h 
th

e 
go
ds
. 
In

 a
 t
yp

ic
al

ly
 G
r
e
e
k
 w
ay

, 
Py

th
ag

or
as

 a
n
d
 t
he

 P
yt

ha
go

r-
 

ea
ns

 m
u
s
t
 h
av

e 
ta
ke
n 
th

e 
tr
ad
it
io
na
l 
go

ds
 o
f 
th

e 
H
o
m
e
r
i
c
-
H
e
s
i
o
d
i
c
 p
an

th
eo

n 
as
 

th
ei

r 
st
ar
ti
ng
-p
oi
nt
 f
or
 d
is
cu
ss
io
n 
o
n
 t
he

 m
at
te
r,
 w
it
ho
ut
 d
ev

el
op

in
g 
an

y 
cr
it
ic
is
m 

of
 a
 X
e
n
o
p
h
a
n
i
a
n
 t
yp
e.
 E
ar

ly
 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
is
m,
 w
h
i
c
h
 u
se

d 
H
o
m
e
r
 a
n
d
 H
es
io
d 

as
 

so
ur

ce
s 
fo

r 
bo
th
 m
or
al
 e
xe
mp
la
rs
 a
n
d
 m
ag

ic
al

 i
nc
an
ta
ti
on
s 
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r 
ca
th
ar
ti
c-
he
al
in
g 

pu
rp

os
es

, 
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 o
ft

en
 a
ss

oc
ia

te
d 
wi

th
 a
n 
al
le
go
ri
ca
l 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 
of

 H
o
m
e
r
 (
at

te
st

ed
 

fo
r 
th

e 
fi

rs
t 
ti

me
 b
y 
Th
ea
ge
ne
s 
of

 R
he
gi
um
, 
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 s
ou
th
er
n 

It
al
y,
 t
ow

ar
d 
th

e 
en

d 
of

 
th

e 
si
xt
h 
ce

nt
ur

y 
BC

E)
. 
Bu

t 
w
e
 d
o
 n
ot
 h
av

e 
an

y 
tr
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es

 o
f 
sp

ec
ul

at
io

n 
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ou
t 

th
e 

go
ds

 s
pe

ci
fi

ca
ll

y,
 n

ei
th
er
 i
n 
ph

ys
ic

al
 n
or

 i
n 
m
o
r
a
l
 a

ll
eg

or
ie

s,
 a
n
d
 i

t 
is
 f

ar
 f
r
o
m
 

ce
rt
ai
n 

th
at
 t

he
 m
ys

ti
ca

l 
al

le
go

ri
za

ti
on

 o
f 
H
o
m
e
r
 t
ha
t 

la
te
r 
Pl

at
on

is
ts

 s
o 

of
te
n 

at
tr

ib
ut

e 
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tr
os
pe
ct

iv
el

y 
to
 
th

e 
ea

rl
y 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

n 
tr

ad
it

io
n 
ha
s 

in
 f

ac
t 

ar
ch

ai
c 

ro
ot
s 
(
L
a
m
b
e
r
t
o
n
 1
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If
 w
e
 t
ur

n 
to
 t
he
 H
es

io
di

c 
p
o
e
m
s
 t
hi

ng
s 
s
e
e
m
 q

ui
te

 d
if
fe
re
nt
. 
In

 a
 s

er
ie

s 
of

 

id
en

ti
fi

ca
ti

on
s 
h
a
n
d
e
d
 
d
o
w
n
 
b
y
 
Ar
is
to
tl
e 

a
n
d
 
co
ns
id
er
ed
 
as
 
de

ri
vi

ng
 
f
r
o
m
 

au
th
en
ti
c 

Py
th
ag
or
ea
n 

a
k
o
u
s
m
a
t
a
 
or

ig
in

al
ly

 
fo
rm
ul
at
ed
 
in
 
a 

qu
es
ti
on
-a
nd
- 

a
n
s
w
e
r
 f
o
r
m
,
 
th

e 
se

a 
is

 
ca
ll
ed
 “
th

e 
te

ar
s 
o
f
 K
ro

no
s’

, 
th
e 
G
r
e
a
t
 a
n
d
 L

it
tl
e 
B
e
a
r
 

(i
e.
 t
he

 c
on
st
el
la
ti
on
s 
Ur
sa
 M
a
j
o
r
 a
n
d
 U
rs

a 
Mi

no
r)

 “
th
e 
ha
nd
s 
of

 [
th
e 
go
dd
es
s]
 

Rh
ea

’,
 t
he

 P
le
ia
de

s 
“t

he
 l
yr
e 
of

 t
he
 M
us

es
’,

 a
nd

 t
he
 p
la

ne
ts

 “
Pe

rs
ep

ho
ne

s 
do

gs
” 

(f
r.

 1
96
 R
os

e,
 i
n 
Ar
is
to
tl
e 
19
84
: 

vo
l.

 2
 [

= 
Po

rp
hy

ry
 1
96
5:
 1

20
])

. 
T
h
e
 l
is
t 
co

ul
d 
be

 

ex
te

nd
ed

 i
n 
or
de
r 

to
 i
nc

lu
de

 t
he

 e
xp

la
na

ti
on

 o
f 
th
un
de
rb
ol
ts
 a

s 
Ze

us
’ 

th
re
at
 t
o 

th
e 
in
ha
bi
ta
nt
s 
o
f
 T
ar
ta
ru
s,
 i

n 
o
r
d
e
r
 t
o 
fr

ig
ht

en
 t
h
e
m
,
 o
f
 I
ri
s 

(i
e.
 t
he
 r
a
i
n
b
o
w
)
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 t
he

 g
l
e
a
m
 o
f 
th

e 
su

n,
 o
f 
ea

rt
hq

ua
ke

s 
as

 t
he

 r
es

ul
t 
of

 a
 c
on

co
ur

se
 o
f 
th

e 
de
ad
 

in
 t
he

 u
nd
er
wo
rl
d,
 o
f 
th

e 
ec

ho
 a
s 
th

e 
vo

ic
e 
of
 m
ig

ht
ie

r 
be

in
gs

 (
kr
ei
tt
on
es
),
 o
f 
th

e 

fo
ur

fo
ld

 t
et
ra
ct
ys
 a
s 
“t
he
 h
a
r
m
o
n
y
 i
n 
w
h
i
c
h
 t
he

 S
ir

en
s 
si

ng
” 
a
n
d
 s
o 
o
n
 (

cf
. 
58

 C
 

1-
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D
K
 [
= 
Di
el
s 
&
 K
r
a
n
z
 1
95

1-
2]

).
 H
e
r
e
 w
e
 f
in
d 
an
 o
ri

gi
na

l 
a
n
d
 i
nt
ri
gu
in
g 
us
e 

of
 m
yt

hi
ca

l 
el
em
en
ts
 f
am
il
ia
r 
f
r
o
m
 t
ra

di
ti

on
al

 G
r
e
e
k
 m
yt

ho
lo

gy
, 

es
pe
ci
al
ly
 f
r
o
m
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C
O
N
S
T
A
N
T
I
N
O
S
 
M
A
C
R
I
S
 

He
si
od
, 

fo
r 
th

e 
al

le
go

ri
ca

l-
sy

mb
ol

ic
al

 d
es
ig
na
ti
on
 o
f 
as

tr
on

om
ic

al
 r

ea
li
ti
es
 a
n
d
 

na
tu

ra
l 
p
h
e
n
o
m
e
n
a
 t
ha

t 
or
de
r 
th

e 
wo
rl
d.
 O
n
 t
he

 m
yt

hi
ca

l 
le
ve
l 
w
e
 c
an
 g
li
mp
se
 

in
ti
ma
ti
on
s 
of
 t
he

 H
es

io
di

c 
m
y
t
h
 a
cc
or
di
ng
 t
o 
w
h
i
c
h
 K
r
o
n
o
s
 a
n
d
 R
h
e
a
 w
er
e 
th
e 

ru
li
ng
 c
ou
pl
e 
of
 t
he
 a

nc
es

to
rs

 o
f 
th

e 
go
ds
 p
re

ce
di

ng
 Z
eu
s 
a
n
d
 H
e
r
a
 (
Ri

ed
we

g 

20
05

: 
75
).
 I
n 
th

is
 c
on
te
xt
 w
e
 c
an
 s
up
po
se
 t
ha
t 
K
r
o
n
o
s
 w
e
e
p
s
 b
ec
au
se
 h
e 
ha
s 
b
e
e
n
 - 

di
sp

os
se

ss
ed

 o
f 
p
o
w
e
r
 b
y 
Ze
us
, 

th
at
 R
he
a'
s 
h
a
n
d
s
 r

ef
er
 t
o 
th
e 
m
e
a
n
s
 b
y
 w
h
i
c
h
 

sh
e 
pr

ot
ec

te
d 
Ze
us
 f
r
o
m
 b
ei
ng
 s
wa
ll
ow
ed
 u
p
 b
y
 K
r
o
n
o
s
 b
y
 t
ak
in
g 
h
i
m
 f
ar
 a
w
a
y
 

fr
om
 h
is
 f
at
he
r 
a
n
d
 h
id
in
g 
h
i
m
 i
n 
a 
ca

ve
 o
n
 C
re

te
, 
a
n
d
 t
ha
t 
Ze

us
’ 
th

un
de

rb
ol

ts
 

ar
e 
de
st
in
ed
 t
o 
th
re
at
en
 K
ro
no
s,
 w
ho
, 
on
ce
 o
ve

rt
hr

ow
n 
b
y
 h
is
 s
on
, 
ha
s 
b
e
c
o
m
e
 a
n
 

in
ha

bi
ta

nt
 o
f 
th
e 
Ta

rt
ar

us
 t
og

et
he

r 
wi
th
 h
is
 s
ib
li
ng
s,
 t
he

 T
it
an
s.
 A
n
d
 w
e
 m
a
y
 r
ec

al
l 

th
at
 I

ri
s,
 o
ne

 o
f 
Ze
us
’ 

fa
vo

ri
te

 m
es
se
ng
er
s,
 i

s 
m
e
n
t
i
o
n
e
d
 b
y
 H
es

io
d 
pr

im
ar

il
y 
in
 

c
o
n
n
e
c
t
i
o
n
 w
i
t
h
 t
he
 d
es
cr
ip
ti
on
 o
f
 T
ar

ta
ru

s 
a
n
d
 i

ts
 i
nh
ab
it
an
ts
 (

ib
id
.:
 7
5-
6)
. 
O
n
 

th
e 
le

ve
l 
of
 n
at
ur
al
 p
hi

lo
so

ph
y,

 o
n
 t
he
 o
th

er
 s
id
e,
 w
e
 a
re

 i
n 
th

e 
pr

es
en

ce
 o
f 
a 
qu
it
e 

co
he

re
nt

 p
ic

tu
re

 o
f 
th

e 
ph

ys
ic

al
 w
or

ld
, 
in

cl
ud

in
g 
s
o
m
e
 r
ec

as
ti

ng
 o
f 
th

e 
no

me
nc

la
- 

tu
re
 o
f 
th

e 
co
ns
te
ll
at
io

ns
. 
Ri

ed
we

g 
pr

op
os

ed
 t
o 
se
e 
he
re
 a
 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
 d
oc

tr
in

e 
of
 

na
tu

re
 d
ev
el
op
ed
 o
ut
 o
f 
th

e 
al

le
go

ri
ca

l,
 n
at
ur
al
is
ti
c 
ex
pl
an
at
io
n 
of
 O
rp
hi
c 
po
em
s,
 

on
 t
he
 b
as
is
 o
f 
th

e 
fa
ct
 t
ha

t 
th

e 
K
r
o
n
o
s
-
R
h
e
a
 m
y
t
h
 w
a
s
 a
ls

o 
ad

op
te

d 
in

 O
rp
hi
c 

th
eo

go
ni

es
. 
Bu
t 

it
 i

s 
sa

fe
r 
to
 s
ay
 t
ha

t 
th

is
 s
ys

te
ma

ti
c 
ra
ti
on
al
iz
in
g 
in
te
rp
re
ta
ti
on
 

of
 m
y
t
h
 a
ro

se
 o
ut
 o
f 
th

e 
ex

eg
es

is
 o
f 
th

e 
Th

eo
go

ny
 b
y
 H
e
s
i
o
d
 (
wh
os
e 
W
o
r
k
s
 a
n
d
 

Da
ys
 a
ls

o 
co
nt
ai
ns
 m
a
n
y
 p
ar
al
le
ls
 w
it
h 
th

e 
m
o
r
e
 r

it
ua
li
st
ic
 P
yt

ha
go

re
an

 a
ko
us
- 

ma
ta

).
 I
n 
th

e 
re
su
lt
in
g 
ra
th
er
 b
iz

ar
re

 s
yn

th
es

is
, 
“m
yt
hi
ca
l 
pe

rs
on

ag
es

 a
n
d
 e
ve
nt
s 

ar
e 
co
ns
tr
ue
d 
as
 f
ea
tu
re
s 
of
 t
he
 n
at

ur
al

 w
or
ld
 a
bo

ut
 u
s,
 y
et

 o
f 
a 
wo
rl
d 
co
nc
ei
ve
d 

no
t 
re

al
ly

 a
s 
na

tu
re

 b
ut
 a
s 
a 
th
ea
tr
e 
po
pu
la
te
d 
b
y
 u
ns
ee
n 

sp
ir
it
ua
l 
be

in
gs

 e
ng
ag
ed
 

in
 a
 d
ra
ma
 o
f 

li
fe
 a
nd
 d
ea
th
’,
 a
nd
 t
he
 w
ho
le
 i

s 
cl
ea
rl
y 
“w
or
ke
d 
ou
t 
la

rg
el

y 
in

 t
he
 

se
rv
ic
e 
of

 a
 d
is

ti
nc

ti
ve

 e
sc

ha
to

lo
gy

” 
(K
ir
k 
et

 a
l.
 1
98
3:
 2
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).
 

De
sp
it
e 
th

e 
ob
vi
ou
s 
p
r
o
m
i
n
e
n
c
e
 o
f 
th

e 
He

si
od

ic
 b
a
c
k
g
r
o
u
n
d
 i
n 
th
e 

id
en
ti
fi
- 

ca
ti
on
s 
e
x
a
m
i
n
e
d
 a
bo

ve
, 

it
 i

s 
tr

ue
 t
ha
t 
al
re
ad
y 
du
ri
ng
 t
he

 s
ix
th
 c
en
tu
ry
 B
C
E
 t
he
 

Ho
me

ri
c-

He
si

od
ic

 m
on

op
ol

y 
in

 t
he
 d
om
ai
n 

of
 t
he

ol
og
ia
 h
ad
 b
ee
n 

ab
ol

is
he

d.
 

At
 t

ha
t 
ti
me
, 
n
e
w
 a
n
d
 q

ui
te
 d

if
fe
re
nt
 t
he

og
on

ie
s 

in
 v
er

se
 b
e
g
a
n
 t
o 

ci
rc
ul
at
e 

in
 

so
ut
he
rn
 I

ta
ly
 u
n
d
e
r
 t
he

 n
a
m
e
 o
f 
th

e 
my

th
ic

al
 p
oe
t 
O
r
p
h
e
u
s
 (

an
d 

th
e 

cl
os
el
y 
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so
ci
at
ed
 M
o
u
s
a
e
u
s
 a
n
d
 L
in
us
),
 s
up

pl
em

en
te

d 
b
y
 c
os
mo
go
ni
ca
l,
 a
nt

hr
op

og
on

- 

ic
al
 a
n
d
 e
sc
ha
to
lo
gi
ca
l 
my
th
s.
 I

f 
w
e
 a
cc

ep
t 

as
 h
is

to
ri

ca
ll

y 
ac

cu
ra

te
 t
he

 e
vi

de
nc

e 

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 
Io
n 
of

 C
hi

os
 (
36
 B
 2
 D
K
)
 a
nd
 b
y 
a 
ce
rt
ai
n 
Ep

ig
en

es
, 
w
e
 a
re
 f
ac
ed
 w
it

h 

th
e 
fa
ct
 t
ha
t 
s
o
m
e
 e
ar
ly
 P
yt

ha
go

re
an

s 
su

ch
 a
s 
Br

o(
n)

ti
no

s 
a
n
d
 Z
op

yr
os

, 
a
n
d
 e
ve
n 

Py
th

ag
or

as
 h
im

se
lf

, 
co
nt
ri
bu
te
d 
ac

ti
ve

ly
 t
o 
th

e 
pr

od
uc

ti
on

 o
f 
th

is
 r
el
ig
io
us
 l
it
er
a-
 

tu
re
, 
w
h
o
s
e
 a
i
m
 w
a
s
 t
o 
c
o
m
p
e
t
e
 w
it

h 
He

si
od

’s
 T
he

og
on

y 
a
n
d
 t
o 
pr
op
os
e 
al
te
rn
at
iv
e 

ve
rs
io
ns
 o
f 
th
e 
la

tt
er

’s
 n
ar

ra
ti

ve
s 
(W
es
t 
19

83
: 
7-
15
; 
Ki
ng

sl
ey

 1
99
5:
 1
33
-4
8,
 1
59

ff
.)

. 

It
 i
s 
in

 t
he

se
 t
ex
ts
 t
ha

t 
w
e
 c
ou
ld
 h
av
e 
po
ss
ib
ly
 d
et

ec
te

d 
tr

ac
es

 o
f 

a P
yt

ha
go

re
an

, 
or
 

m
o
r
e
 p
re

ci
se

ly
 O
rp
hi
c-
Py
th
ag
or
ea
n,
 t
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og
on

y 
a
n
d
 t
he
ol
og
y,
 b
ut
 t
he

se
 t
ex
ts
 a
re

 

n
o
w
 l
os

t,
 a
n
d
 w
h
a
t
 r
em
ai
ns
 a
re

 o
nl

y 
th
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r 

ti
tl

es
. 

T
w
o
 o
f 
th

e 
ti

tl
es

 a
tt

es
te

d 
fo

r 
th

e 
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rl
y 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

n 
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a 
(M
ix
in
g 
Bo
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Ne
t)
 .

 

s
h
o
w
 t
he
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ho
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’ 
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og
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 c
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io
n 
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 t
he
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ro
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 o
f 
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h
i
c
h
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 l
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en
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e 
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ur

e 
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er
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l 
el

em
en

ts
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a 
m
i
x
i
n
g
 b
o
w
l
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3
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of
 a
 n

et
, 
bo
th
 o
f 
co

sm
ic

 d
im
en
si
on
s,
 w
he
re
as
 t
he

 t
hi
rd
, 
R
o
b
e
 (

i.
e.
 P
er

se
ph

on
e’

s 

ro
be
),
 s
ym

bo
li

ze
s 
th
e 
su
rf
ac
e 
of
 t
he

 e
ar
th
 a
n
d
 i

ts
 s
ea

so
na

l 
re

co
ve

ry
 b
y
 m
e
a
n
s
 o
f 

cr
op
s,
 f
lo

we
rs

 a
n
d
 o
th
er
 v
eg
et
at
io
n.
 A
 f
ou
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h 

ti
tl
e,
 S
ac
re
d 
Di
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ou
rs
e 
(H

ie
ro

s 
Lo
go
s)
, 

“s
ho
ul
d 
be

 a
 n
ar

ra
ti

ve
 a
bo
ut
 t
he
 g
od
s,
 o
r 

at
 l
ea

st
 a
 t
he
ol
og
ic
al
 e
xp

os
it

io
n 
of

 s
om
e 

ki
nd
, 
gi
vi
ng
 a
 b
as
is
 f
or
 r
el
ig
io
us
 o
bs
er
va
nc
es
” 
(W
es
t 
19
83
: 

13
).

 G
iv
en
 t
he
 O
rp
hi
c 

a
n
d
 p
oe

ti
c 
ch

ar
ac

te
r 
of
 t
hi
s 
wo
rk
, 
a 
th

eo
lo

gi
a 
of
 a
 m
yt
hi
ca
l 
ra
th
er
 t
ha
n 
a 
ph

ys
ic

al
 

ty
pe
 s
ho
ul
d 
be

 s
up
po
se
d 

he
re
, 
le
ad
in
g 
u
p
 t
o 
a 
co
rr
es
po
nd
in
g 

cu
lt
ic
 t
he

op
ra

xi
a 

wi
th
in
 t
he

 l
im
it
s 
of

 t
he
 c
iv
ic
 r
el
ig
io
n,
 b
ut
 t
he

 f
if
th
 (
un
fo
rt
un
at
el
y 
to
o 
ge

ne
ra

l)
 t

it
le
, 

Ph
ys

ic
s 
(P
hy
si
ka
),
 l
ea
ve
s 
o
p
e
n
 t
he
 p
os
si
bi
li
ty
 t
ha
t 
th
er
e 
al
so
 e
xi
st
ed
 a
 m
o
r
e
 p
hi

lo
- 

so
ph
ic
al
 a
cc

ou
nt

 o
f 
th

e 
na
tu
re
 (
ph

ys
is

) 
of

 b
ot
h 
th

e 
go
ds
 a
n
d
 t
he
 c
os
mo
s,
 p
er
ha
ps
 

co
mp
ar
ab
le
 t
o 
Pr
es
oc
ra
ti
c 
na
tu
ra
l 
th
eo
lo
gy
. 

W
h
a
t
 e
me
rg
es
 w
it

h 
ab

so
lu

te
 c
er

ta
in

ty
 a
bo
ut
 t
he

 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
 t
ra
di
ti
on
 o
f 
th
e-
 

ol
og
y 

is
 t
ha

t 
th
e 
de

it
y 
m
o
s
t
 h
o
n
o
u
r
e
d
 w
it
hi
n 

it,
 a
lr
ea
dy
 f
r
o
m
 i
ts
 f
ou
nd
er
's
 o
w
n
 t
im
e,
 

is
 A
po
ll
o 
th
e 

pu
ri

fi
er

 (
ka

th
ar

té
s)

, 
in
 h
is
 a
sp
ec
ts
 o
f 
pr

op
he

t 
of

 D
el
ph
i 

(P
yt

hi
an

),
 

he
al
er
 (
es
pe
ci
al
ly
 b
y
 m
e
a
n
s
 o
f 
mu
si
c,
 P
ai

an
),

 b
eg

et
te

r 
(g

en
ét

or
, 
in
 D
el

os
, 
re
ce
iv
in
g 

on
ly
 v
eg
et
al
 o

ff
er

in
gs

) 
a
n
d
 H
y
p
e
r
b
o
r
e
a
n
 (
c
o
m
i
n
g
 f
r
o
m
 t
he

 u
p
p
e
r
m
o
s
t
 n
or
th
).
 

Py
th
ag
or
as
 h
im
se
lf
 w
a
s
 u
ne

qu
iv

oc
al

ly
 a
ss

im
il

at
ed

 t
o 
h
i
m
 i

n 
an

 o
ra

l 
sa
yi
ng
, 
a
n
d
 

pe
rh

ap
s 

al
so
, 
m
o
r
e
 e
ni
gm
at
ic
al
ly
, 
in
 t
he

 r
ep
or
te
d 
st

or
y 
th

at
 m
a
d
e
 h
i
m
 a
 
re

in
ca

r-
 

na
ti
on
 o
f 
Eu
ph
or
bu
s,
 a
 h
er
o 
of
 t
he

 I
li
ad
 w
it

h 
Ap

ol
lo

ni
an

 f
ea
tu
re
s.
 A
po
ll
o 
w
a
s
 a
ls
o 

re
ve
re
d 
in
 h
is

 q
ua
li
ty
 o
f 
Mo
us
ag
et
és
, 

th
at

 i
s,

 p
at
ro
n 
of
 t
he

 M
us
es
, 
a
n
d
 t
he
 l

at
te
r,
 

as
 d
au
gh
te
rs
 o
f 
M
n
e
m
o
s
y
n
e
,
 h
a
d
 a
 p
la

ce
 o
f 
h
o
n
o
u
r
 w
it
hi
n 
th
e 
ea

rl
y 
Py
th
ag
or
ea
n 

pa
nt
he
on
; 
th

ey
 w
er
e 
no
t 
on
ly
 a
cc
or
de
d 
im

po
rt

an
ce

 i
n 
m
e
m
o
r
y
 t
ra
in
in
g 
a
n
d
 r
ec
ol
- 

le
ct

io
n 

(i
ni

ti
al

ly
 i
n 
or
de
r 
to
 p
re
se
rv
e 
th

e 
m
e
m
o
r
y
 o
f 
on
e’
s 
pr

ev
io

us
 i
nc

ar
na

ti
on

s)
 

bu
t 
we
re
 a
ls

o 
be

li
ev

ed
 t
o 
pr

es
id

e 
ov
er
 t
he
 a
rt
s 
an

d 
sc
ie
nc
es
, 
es

pe
ci

al
ly

 a
st

ro
no

my
 

a
n
d
 m
u
s
i
c
 (
Bo
ya
nc
é 

19
72
).
 I

t 
ha
s 
b
e
e
n
 a
rg
ue
d 
b
y
 B
o
y
a
n
c
é
 (
19
66
a)
 t
ha

t 
Ap

ol
lo

s 

id
en
ti
fi
ca
ti
on
 w
it
h 

He
li
os
, 
th
e 
su

n,
 w
h
i
c
h
 i

s 
at
te
st
ed
 f
r
o
m
 t
he
 f
if

th
 c
en
tu
ry
 B
C
E
 

an
d 

is
 e
ch
oe
d 
by
 O
en
op
id
es
 o
f 
Ch
io
s,
 i

s 
du
e 

to
 t
he
 P
yt

ha
go

re
an

s.
 I
f 
th
is
 p
ro
ve
d 

to
 b
e 

tr
ue
, 

it
 c
ou
ld
 b
e 
o
n
e
 m
o
r
e
 i
mp

or
ta

nt
 t
es
ti
mo
ny
 f
or
 t
he

 p
ra
ct
ic
e 
of
 n
at

ur
al

 

al
le
go
ry
 a
m
o
n
g
 t
h
e
m
 (
pe
rh
ap
s 
st

re
ng

th
en

ed
 b
y
 e
ty

mo
lo

gi
ca

l 
sp

ec
ul

at
io

ns
 o
f 
a 

Cr
at
yl
ia
n 
ty
pe
),
 c
om

pa
ra

bl
e 
to
 t
he
 o
ne

 f
o
u
n
d
 s
o
m
e
 t
im

e 
la
te
r 
in
 t
he
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t
a
r
y
 

of
 a
n 
Or

ph
ic

 p
o
e
m
 c
o
m
p
o
s
e
d
 b
y
 t
he
 u
n
k
n
o
w
n
 a
ut
ho
r 
of
 t
he

 D
er
ve
ni
 p
ap

yr
us

 

(
B
e
t
e
g
h
 2
00
4)
. 

T
h
e
 ‘
Or
ph
ic
 c
on
ne
ct
io
n,
 a
s 
we
ll
 a
s 
th
e 

re
li
gi
ou
s 
tr
en
ds
 i
n 
M
a
g
n
a
 G
ra
ec
ia
 i
n 

ge
ne
ra
l,
 c
an
 e
xp
la
in
 t
he

 c
en

tr
al

 p
la

ce
 o
cc
up
ie
d 
b
y
 D
e
m
e
t
e
r
 a
n
d
 P
er

se
ph

on
e 

in
 

th
e 
Py
th
ag
or
ea
n 
pa
nt
he
on
. 
W
e
 h
av

e 
al
re
ad
y 
me
t 
Pe
rs
ep
ho
ne
 i
n 
on
e 
of

 t
he
 ‘
as
tr
o-
 

no
mi

ca
l’

 o
ra
l 
sa
yi
ng
s 
an

d,
 i
n 
an
 a
ll

us
iv

e 
wa

y,
 i
n 
th

e 
ti
tl
e 
of

 o
ne
 o
f 
th

e 
Or
ph
ic
 t
ex

ts
 

c
o
m
p
o
s
e
d
 b
y
 t
he
 P
yt

ha
go

re
an

s.
 B
ut
 t
he
re
 i

s 
mo
re
. 
In
 f
ac
t,
 s
o
m
e
 e
le
me
nt
s,
 s
uc
h 

as
 P
yt
ha
go
ra
s’
 l
eg
en
da
ry
 o
r 

ri
tu

al
ly

 e
na
ct
ed
 d
es
ce
nt
 (

ka
ta
ba
si
s)
 i
nt

o 
H
a
d
e
s
 a
n
d
 

hi
s 
re
tu
rn
 t

o 
ea

rt
h 
br
in
gi
ng
 c
o
m
m
a
n
d
s
 “

of
 t
he
 m
ot

he
r”

, 
or

 t
he
 t
ra
ns
fo
rm
at
io
n 

7.
 
Th
is
 i

s 
a
c
c
e
p
t
e
d
 b
y
 S
ea
fo
rd
 (
20
05
: 
60

5-
6)

, 
w
h
o
 r
ef
er
s 
al
so
 t
o 
Sc
he
fe
r’
s 
re
ce
nt
 s
tu
di
es
 (
se
e 

Sc
he
fe
r 
19
96
),
 w
he
re
 i

t 
is

 a
rg
ue
d 
th
at
 P
la
to
 w
as
 p
ro

fo
un

dl
y 
in

fl
ue

nc
ed

 b
y 
th

e 
Ap
ol
lo
ni
an
 

my
st

ic
is

m 
of

 t
he
 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
s.
 

3
4
 



C
O
N
S
T
A
N
T
I
N
O
S
 
M
A
C
R
I
S
 

of
 h
is
 h
ou

se
 i
nt
o 

a 
te
mp
le
 o
f 
D
e
m
e
t
e
r
 (

te
le

st
ér

io
n)

 a
ft
er
 h
is
 d
ea
th
, 
ca

n 
be

 i
nt
er
- 

pr
et

ed
 a
s 
si

gn
s 
th
at

 h
e 
pr

es
en

te
d 
hi
ms
el
f 
as

 a
 k
in

d 
of
 h
ie

ro
ph

an
t 
in
 t
he

 c
ht

ho
ni

c 
my
st
er
ie
s 
of

 D
e
m
e
t
e
r
 (
as

si
mi

la
te

d 
to

 t
he

 G
re
at
 M
ot
he
r)
 (

Bu
rk
er
t 

19
72
: 

15
5-

9)
. 

It
 w
as
 o
nl
y 
na

tu
ra

l 
th

at
 f
ro
m 

th
e 

fi
ft
h 
ce

nt
ur

y 
BC
E 
on
wa
rd
s 
th

e 
cl

os
e 
co

nn
ec

ti
on

 
of
 P
yt

ha
go

ra
s 

to
 “
th

e 
go

dd
es

se
s”

 c
a
m
e
 t
o 
be
 m
o
r
e
 s
pe

ci
fi

ca
ll

y 
as

so
ci

at
ed

 w
it
h 
th

e 
El

eu
si

ni
an

 m
ys

te
ri

es
, 
o
w
i
n
g
 t

o 
th
e 
gr
ow
in
g 

po
pu

la
ri

ty
 o
f 
th

es
e 

lo
ca
l,
 p
ro

pe
rl

y 
At

he
ni

an
 m
ys
te
ri
es
 o
f 
D
e
m
e
t
e
r
 a
n
d
 P
er

se
ph

on
e 
o
n
 a
 P
an

he
ll

en
ic

 l
ev

el
. 
Bu

t 
th

e 
co

nn
ec

ti
on

 w
it
h 
th
e 
ch

th
on

ic
 m
ys
te
ri
es
 i
n 
ge
ne
ra
l 
w
a
s
 t
he

re
 f
r
o
m
 t
he

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
. 

Ar
is
to
xe
nu
s’
 r
ep
or
ts
 a
bo
ut
 t
he

 P
yt

ha
go

re
an

s 
of
 t
he

 f
ou

rt
h 
ce
nt
ur
y 
B
o
e
 (
We

hr
li

 
19

45
: 

fr
s 
33
-4
),
 a
s 
we
ll
 a
s 
th
e 
op
en
in
g 

li
ne
s 
of
 t
he
 P
yt

ha
go

re
an

 G
ol

de
n 

Ve
rs
es
, 
a 

la
te
 d
o
c
u
m
e
n
t
 o
f 
di

sp
ut

ed
 d

at
in
g,
 s
h
o
w
 t
ha

t 
th

e 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

ns
 w
er
e 

in
te

re
st

ed
, 

pe
rh
ap
s 
al
re
ad
y 
f
r
o
m
 P
yt
ha
go
ra
s’
 t
im
e,
 n
ot
 o
nl
y 
in
 g
od

s 
bu
t 

al
so
 i
n 

al
l 
ki

nd
s 
of
 

di
vi

ne
 b
ei
ng
s 
(k

re
it

to
ne

s)
, 
es

pe
ci

al
ly

 d
ai
mo
ne
s,
 h
er
oe
s 
a
n
d
 t
he

 (
di

vi
ni

ze
d)

 s
ou
ls
 o
f 

th
e 
de
ad
, 
w
h
i
c
h
 a
re
 s
et
 i
n 
a 
hi

er
ar

ch
ic

al
 o
rd

er
. 
Th
is
 d
is

ti
nc

ti
on

 o
f 
se

pa
ra

te
 ‘
cl

as
se

s’
 

of
 t
he

 d
iv
in
e 
h
a
d
 o
bv
io
us
 c
on

se
qu

en
ce

s 
fo
r 
th

e 
es

ta
bl

is
hm

en
t 
of
 a
 ‘
pr
ot
oc
ol
 o
f 

wo
rs

hi
p’

 w
it
hi
n 
th
e 

co
nt
ex
t 
of

 a
 c

iv
ic

 t
he
ol
og
y.
 O
n
 a

 m
or
e 

ph
il
os
op
hi
ca
l 

le
ve
l 

th
e 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

ns
 s
e
e
m
 t
o 
ha

ve
 d
o
n
e
 m
o
r
e
 t
ha
n 
ju

st
 u
nc

ri
ti

ca
ll

y 
ac
ce
pt
, 
sy

st
em

a-
 

“ 
ti

ze
 a
nd

 o
rd
er
 p
re

-e
xi

st
in

g 
tr

ad
it

io
na

l 
ca

te
go

ri
es

 a
n
d
 h
ie

ra
rc

hi
es

 o
f 
th

e 
so

-c
al

le
d 

po
pu
la
r 
re

li
gi

on
 o
f 
th
ei
r 
ti

me
s.

 W
e
 c
an
 s
up
po
se
 t
ha

t 
s
o
m
e
 t
he
ol
og
ic
al
 r
ef

le
ct

io
n 
o
n
 

th
e 
va
ri
ou
s 
g
e
n
e
r
a
 o
f
 t
he
 d
iv
in
e 
(t
he
 k
re
it
to
ne
s)
 a

s 
we
ll
 a
s 
s
o
m
e
 e
th

ic
al

 r
ef

le
ct

io
n 

o
n
 t
he

 a
tt

ri
bu

ti
on

 o
f 
ho
no
ur
s 
ar
e 
im

pl
ie

d 
in

 t
he

 b
ac
kg
ro
un
d,
 a
n
d
 w
h
a
t
 e
me
rg
es
 a
s 

th
e 
or

ga
ni

zi
ng

 p
ri

nc
ip

le
 o
f 
th
e 
re

su
lt

in
g 
hi
er
ar
ch
ie
s 

is
 t
he
 p
ri

nc
ip

le
 o
f 
pr

es
by

te
ro

n 
kr

ei
tt

on
 o
r 
se

ni
or

es
 p
ri
or
es
, 
na
me
ly
, 
th
e 
id

ea
 t
ha

t 
w
h
a
t
 p
re

ce
de

s 
in
 t
im
e 
(a
nd
 w
h
a
t
 

is
 o
ld
er
) 

is
 m
o
r
e
 h
o
n
o
u
r
a
b
l
e
 t
h
a
n
 w
h
a
t
 f
ol
lo
ws
 (
T
h
o
m
 1
99
5:
 1
04
-6
).
 G
i
v
e
n
 t
he

ir
 

cl
ai

me
d 
sp
ec
ia
l 
k
n
o
w
l
e
d
g
e
 o
f 
da

im
on

es
 (
an

d,
 e
ve

nt
ua

ll
y,

 t
he

ir
 o
ri

gi
na

l 
co

nt
ri

bu
- 

ti
on

 t
o 
th
e 
di

sc
us

si
on

 a
bo
ut
 t
h
e
m
 a

s 
a 
sp
ec
ia
l 
di
vi
ne
 c

la
ss

*)
, 
th
ei
r 
em

ph
as

is
 o
n
 

he
ro
es
 a
n
d
 t
he
 a
tt
en
ti
on
 t
he
y 
pa
id
 t
o 
th
e 
wo

rl
d 
of
 t
he

 d
ec

ea
se

d 
(w
ho
se
 s
ou
ls
 w
er
e 

om
ni
pr
es
en
t 
a
n
d
 v
is
ib
le
 e
ve
n 
in
 s
un

be
am

s)
, 
th
e 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

ns
 p
ro
ba
bl
y 
in

fl
ue

nc
ed

 
So

cr
at

es
 i
n 
hi
s 
co

nc
ep

ti
on

 o
f 
th
e 
pe

rs
on

al
 d
ai
mo
ni
on
 a
nd

 c
er

ta
in

ly
 p
av
ed
 t
he

 w
a
y
 

fo
r 

la
te

r 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

ts
 
in

 P
la

to
 
(e

sp
ec

ia
ll

y 
in
 t
he

 S
y
m
p
o
s
i
u
m
)
 
a
n
d
 t
he
 a

nc
ie
nt
 

A
c
a
d
e
m
y
 (
es

pe
ci

al
ly

 X
en

oc
ra

te
s)

 c
on
ce
rn
in
g 
th

e 
im

po
rt

an
ce

 o
f 
th

e 
di
vi
ne
 c
la

ss
es

 
th

at
 o
cc

up
y 
a 
po

si
ti

on
 b
et
we
en
 g
od

s 
a
n
d
 h
u
m
a
n
 b
ei
ng
s,
 s
o 
th
at
 t
he
y 
ca
n 
fu

nc
ti

on
 

as
 i
nt
er
me
di
ar
ie
s 
(m

et
ax

y)
 b
et
we
en
 t
he
 t
wo

. 
W
e
 c
an
no
t 

te
ll

 w
it
h 
ce
rt
ai
nt
y 
if
 t
he
 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
s 
be

li
ev

ed
 t
ha

t 
th
e 
fo
un
de
r 
of
 

th
ei
r 
se
ct
 h
a
d
 h
im

se
lf

 b
e
e
n
 a
 d
ai
mö
n,
 b
ut
 t
he

 t
es

ti
mo

ny
 o
f 
Ar

is
to

tl
e'

s 
“w
ri
ti
ng
s 
o
n
 

th
e 
Py
th
ag
or
ea
n 
ph
il
os
op
hy
” 
(I
am
bl
ic
hu
s 
19
91
: 
§3

1)
 o
ri
en
ts
 u
s 
to
wa
rd
 t
hi

s 
di

re
c-

 
ti

on
 w
h
e
n
 A
ri

st
ot

le
 s
ta
te
s 
th

at
 t
he
 P
yt

ha
go

re
an

s 
ke
pt
 a
m
o
n
g
 t
he
ir
 g
re

at
es

t 
se

cr
et

s 
(p
an
y 
ap
or
rh
et
a)
 a
 d
iv

is
io

n 
ac

co
rd

in
g 

to
 w
h
i
c
h
 t
he

re
 a
re

 t
hr
ee
 k
in
ds
 o
f 
ra

ti
on

al
, 

li
vi
ng
 b
ei
ng
s:
 “
on
e 
ki
nd

 i
s 
di
vi
ne
, 
an
ot
he
r 
h
u
m
a
n
,
 a
n
d
 a
no

th
er

 s
uc

h 
as

 P
yt

ha
go

ra
s”

 
(i

bi
d.

).
 H
o
w
e
v
e
r
 i
nt
er
pr
et
ed
, 
th

is
 s
t
a
t
e
m
e
n
t
 (
in

 c
on

tr
as

t 
w
i
t
h
 t
he

 a
k
o
u
s
m
a
 i
de

nt
i-

 

8.
 
S
e
e
 D
e
t
i
e
n
n
e
 (
19
63
);
 B
u
r
k
e
r
t
 (
19
64
; 
19
72
: 
73
fF
, 
17

1 
1.
34
, 
18
5f
f)
; 
B
r
e
n
k
 (
19

86
: 
2
0
9
4
-
8
)
.
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P
Y
T
H
A
G
O
R
A
S
 

fy
in
g 
Py

th
ag

or
as

 w
it

h 
th

e 
H
y
p
e
r
b
o
r
e
a
n
 A
po
ll
o)
 s
ee
s 
Py

th
ag

or
as

 a
s 
a 
s
u
p
e
r
-
h
u
m
a
n
 

be
in
g,
 i
n 
th

e 
li
te
ra
l 
se

ns
e 
of
 t
he

 w
or
d,
 a
n
d
 i
f w
e
 a
re
 n
ot
 s
up
po
se
d 

to
 r
ec

og
ni

ze
 i
n 

h
i
m
 a
 d
a
i
m
ö
n
,
 t
h
e
n
 w
e
 h
a
v
e
 t
o 
se

e 
h
i
m
 a
t 
le
as
t 
as
 a
 d
iv

in
e 
m
a
n
 (
th

ei
os

 a
né
r)
. 

To
 r

et
ur
n 

to
 d
em
on
ol
og
y 
pr
op
er
, 

ea
rl
y 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

ns
 s
ee
m 

to
 h
av
e 
be

li
ev

ed
 

th
at
 t
he

 d
ai

mo
ne

s 
in
ha
bi
t 
th
e 
m
o
o
n
,
 t

ha
t 
th

e 
ai
r 

is
 f

ul
l 
of

 t
h
e
m
 (

as
 w
el

l 
as

 o
f 

so
ul
s 
of
 h
er

oe
s)

, 
th
at
 t
he
y 
se

nd
 d
re

am
s,

 s
ig

ns
 a
n
d
 d
is

ea
se

s 
to

 h
u
m
a
n
 b
ei
ng
s 
a
n
d
 

be
as

ts
, 
a
n
d
 t
ha
t 

th
ei
r 
n
u
m
b
e
r
 w
it
hi
n 

a 
ce
rt
ai
n 
re
gi
on
 r
em
ai
ns
 c
on
st
an
t 
(B
re
nk
 

19
86

: 
20
95
).
 
Cu
rr
en
t 

re
se
ar
ch
 o
n
 
Em
pe
do
cl
es
, 
w
h
o
s
e
 
cl
os
e 

re
la

ti
on

sh
ip

 
wi
th
 

Py
th
ag
or
ea
ni
sm
 i

s 
k
n
o
w
n
 a
t 
le
as
t 
as

 w
el

l 
as

 t
he

 o
ri

gi
na

l 
a
n
d
 i
di
os
yn
cr
at
ic
 p
hi
lo
- 

so
ph
ic
al
 s
ys

te
m 
he
 d
ev

el
op

ed
 o
ut
 o
f 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

n 
pr
em
is
es
, 

is
 s

ti
ll
 a
tt
em
pt
in
g 

to
 e

lu
ci
da
te
 t
he

 e
xa
ct
 m
e
a
n
i
n
g
 o
f 
hi
s 
o
w
n
 d
ai
mo
ne
s 
a
n
d
 t

he
ir
 p
la
ce
 a
n
d
 f
un
c-
 

ti
on
 i
n 
th
e 
na
tu
ra
l 
a
n
d
 c

iv
ic
 t
he
ol
og
y 
de
ve
lo
pe
d 

in
 h
is
 t
wo
 s
ep

ar
at

e 
bu
t 

in
te
r-
 

re
la
te
d 
p
o
e
m
s
,
 O
n
 N
at
ur
e 
a
n
d
 P
ur
if
ic
at
io
ns
. 
Fu
tu
re
 E
m
p
e
d
o
c
l
e
a
n
 s
tu
di
es
 c
ou
ld
 

sh
ed

 m
u
c
h
 l
ig
ht
 o
n
 t
he

 e
vo
lu
ti
on
 o
f 
ea
rl
y 
Py
th
ag
or
ea
n 
vi
ew
s 
o
n
 d
ai
mo
ne
s 
(a
nd
 

he
ro

es
).

 M
e
a
n
w
h
i
l
e
,
 w
h
a
t
 i

s 
ce
rt
ai
n 

is
 t
ha
t 
th
es
e 
v
i
e
w
s
 a
re
 c
le

ar
ly

 c
o
n
n
e
c
t
e
d
 t
o 

th
e 
“g

en
er

al
 s
up
er
st
it
io
us
 a
ur

a 
su
rr
ou
nd
in
g 
th
e 
de
ad
” 

(i
bi
d.
: 
20
98
) 

in
 t
he
 d
ea
th
- 

or
ie

nt
ed

 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
 
We
lt
an
sc
ha
uu
ng
, 
a
n
d
 a

t 
th
e 
s
a
m
e
 t
im

e 
th

at
 “
s
o
m
e
w
h
e
r
e
 

wi
th
in
 t
he
 d
ev

el
op

me
nt

 o
f 
Py
th
ag
or
ea
ni
sm
 a
 s
ub
li
ma
ti
on
 t
oo
k 
pl
ac
e 
in
 w
h
i
c
h
 t
he
 

fo
lk

 b
el

ie
fs

 r
ec

ei
ve

d 
ph
il
os
op
hi
ca
l 

el
ev

at
io

n”
 (

ib
id

.:
 2
09
6)
. 
W
e
 c
ou

ld
 i
so
la
te
 t
wo
 

m
a
i
n
 d
ir

ec
ti

on
s 
in
 t
hi
s 
de
ve
lo
pm
en
t.
 T
h
e
 f
ir
st
 o
ne
 a
ri

se
s 
f
r
o
m
 t
he
 H
es
io
di
c 
m
y
t
h
 

ab
ou
t 
th

e 
Is
le
s 
of
 t
he
 B
le

st
 a
nd

 f
ro
m 
th
e 
no
ti
on
 t
ha

t 
“t
he
 m
e
n
 o
f 
th

e 
Go
ld
en
 A
ge
, 

w
h
e
n
 t
he
ir
 r
ac
e 
di
ed
 o

ut
, 
we
re
 t
ra
ns
fo
rm
ed
 b
y
 t
he

 w
il

l 
of

 Z
e
u
s
 i
nt
o 
da

im
on

es
, 

gu
ar
di
an
s 
ov
er
 m
or

ta
ls

” 
(B

ur
ke

rt
 1
98
5:
 1

80
).

 T
hi

s 
fi
rs
t 
di
re
ct
io
n 

is
 c
on
ne
ct
ed
 t
o 

th
e 
tr
an
sp
os
it
io
n 
of
 t
he

 I
sl
es
 o
f 
th

e 
Bl

es
t 
f
r
o
m
 t
he

 m
yt

hi
ca

l 
ed

ge
 o
f 
th

e 
O
c
e
a
n
 t
o 

th
e 
su
n 
a
n
d
 m
o
o
n
,
 w
it
hi
n 
th

e 
ph

ys
ic

al
 u
ni
ve
rs
e 

(a
 t
ra

ns
po

si
ti

on
 i
mp
ly
in
g 

as
tr
al
 

im
mo
rt
al
it
y 
in

 t
he
 a

ft
er
li
fe
),
 a

s 
we

ll
 a
s 
to

 s
pe

cu
la

ti
on

s 
ac
co
rd
in
g 

to
 w
h
i
c
h
 g
re
at
 

a
n
d
 p
ow
er
fu
l 
fi

gu
re

s 
ca
n 
be
 h
o
n
o
u
r
e
d
 a
ft
er
 d
ea
th
 a
s 
da
im
on
es
. 
T
h
e
 s
ec
on
d 
di
re
c-
 

ti
on
, 

ex
pl

ic
it

ly
 f
or
mu
la
te
d 
in
 P
la
to
 b
ut
 s
t
e
m
m
i
n
g
 f
r
o
m
 e

ar
li
er
 t
ra

di
ti

on
s 

cl
ea
rl
y 

in
de
bt
ed
 t
o 
th

e 
Py
th
ag
or
ea
ns
, 
co
nc
er
ns
 t
he

 c
on
ce
pt
io
n 
of

 t
he
 d
a
i
m
ö
n
 a
s 
a 
sp
ec
ia
l 

be
in

g 
w
h
o
 h
as
 o
bt

ai
ne

d 
th

e 
pe
rs
on
 a
t 
hi
s 
bi

rt
h 
by
 l
ot

, 
a
n
d
 w
h
o
 w
at

ch
es

 o
ve
r 
ea
ch
 

in
di
vi
du
al
 (
ib
id
.:
 1
81
).
 H
er

ac
li

tu
s’

 p
ar
ad
ox
ic
al
 s
ay
in
g 
th

at
 “
ch
ar
ac
te
r 
is

 f
or
 m
a
n
 h
is

 
d
a
i
m
ö
n
”
 (
22

 B
 1
19
 D
K
)
 i

s 
al
re
ad
y 
di

re
ct

ed
 a
ga
in
st
 s
uc
h 

a 
vi
ew
, 
a
n
d
 i
t 
w
o
u
l
d
 n
ot
 

c
o
m
e
 a
s 
a 
su
rp
ri
se
 i
f t

he
 t
ar
ge
t 
of
 h
is

 c
ri

ti
ci

sm
 h
er
e 

is
 P
yt
ha
go
ra
s,
 w
h
o
 i
n 
an
ot
he
r 

fr
ag

me
nt

 o
f 
th

e 
Ep
he
si
an
 i

s 
ac

cu
se

d 
fo
r 
th

e 
su

pp
os

ed
 e
mp
ti
ne
ss
 o
f 
hi
s 
“
m
u
c
h
 

le
ar

ni
ng

 a
n
d
 a
rt
fu
l 
kn
av
er
y”
 (
B 

12
9)
. 

In
 w
h
a
t
 w
e
 m
a
y
 c
al

l 
a 
Py
th
ag
or
ea
n 
‘t
he
ol
og
y 
of
 t
he

 i
nt
er
me
di
ar
ie
s’
 (
be
tw
ee
n 

g
o
d
 a
n
d
 m
an
),
 o
r 
th

e 
dy

na
mi

cs
 o
f 
ma

n’
s 
im
mo
rt
al
iz
at
io
n,
 t
he

 h
er
oe
s 
al

so
 o
c
c
u
p
y
 

a 
pl

ac
e 
of
 h
on
ou
r.
 H
a
v
i
n
g
 d
ie

d 
(a
s 
th

e 
ex
is
te
nc
e 
of
 t
he

ir
 g
ra

ve
s 
bo
re
 w
it

ne
ss

) 
th

ey
 

co
ul
d 
no
t 
ha

ve
 b
ee
n 
go
ds
, 
bu
t 
be

ca
us

e 
of

 t
he
ir
 o
ri
gi
n 

(i
e.
 a

s 
th

e 
pr
od
uc
t 
of
 t
he

 
un
io
n 
b
e
t
w
e
e
n
 a
 g
o
d
 o
r 
go
dd
es
s 
a
n
d
 a
 h
u
m
a
n
 b
ei
ng
) 
or

 e
xt
ra
or
di
na
ry
 a
bi
li
ti
es
 

th
ey
 w
er
e 

cl
ea
rl
y.
mo
re
 t
ha
n 
h
u
m
a
n
.
 T
h
e
y
 a

re
 s
o
o
n
 r
ec

og
ni

ze
d 

as
 s
em
i-
di
vi
ne
 

be
in
gs
 a
n
d
 a
re

 c
on
ne
ct
ed
 w
it
h 
th

e 
go
ds
; 
to
ge
th
er
 t
he

y 
co
ns
ti
tu
te
d 
th

e 
sp
he
re
 o
f 

th
e 

sa
cr
ed
. 
He
ro
es
 f
o
r
m
e
d
 a
 
li

nk
 i
n 
th
e 
ch
ai
n 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
im
mo
rt
al
 g
od

s 
a
n
d
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C
O
N
S
T
A
N
T
I
N
O
S
 
M
A
C
R
I
S
 

mo
rt

al
 m
e
n
 t
ry

in
g 
to
 r
eg

ai
n 
th

ei
r 
im

mo
rt

al
it

y,
 s
in
ce
 h
er

oe
s 
oc
cu
pi
ed
 a
 p
ri
vi
le
ge
d 

po
si
ti
on
 i
n 
th

e 
w
o
r
l
d
 o
f
 t
he
 d
e
a
d
 (
T
h
o
m
 1
99

5:
 1
10

-1
2)

. 
S
o
 t
he

ir
 s
ou
ls
 s
h
o
u
l
d
 n
o
t
 

be
 d
is
tu
rb
ed
, 
a
n
d
 t
hi

s 
be
li
ef
 e
xp
la
in
s 
th

e 
re
li
gi
ou
s 
si
le
nc
e,

 h
és

yc
hi

a 
or
 e
up

hé
mi

a,
 

in
 w
hi

ch
 t
he

 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
s 
we
nt
 p
as
t 
th

e 
fu
ne
ra
l 
M
o
n
u
m
e
n
t
s
 (
he

rö
ia

) 
bu

il
t 
fo

r 
th

e 

he
ro

es
. 
M
o
r
e
 i
mp
or
ta
nt
ly
, 
He

ra
cl

es
 a
n
d
 t
he

 D
io

sk
ou

ro
i,

 h
er

oe
s 
w
h
o
s
e
 p
re

se
nc

e 

in
 s
ou
th
er
n 

It
al

y 
w
a
s
 p
re

po
nd

er
an

t 
an
yw
ay
, 

ea
si

ly
 b
e
c
a
m
e
 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
 h
er

oe
s.

 

He
ra
cl
es

 h
as
 b
ro

ke
n 
th

e 
te

rr
or

s 
of
 d
ea

th
 a
n
d
 t
ha
nk
s 
to

 h
is

 a
sc
en
si
on
 t
o 
he
av
en
 a
n
d
 

hi
s 
ap

ot
he

os
is

 t
hr

ou
gh

 i
mm
ol
at
io
n 
w
a
s
 c
on

si
de

re
d 
th

e 
p
a
r
a
d
i
g
m
 p
ar

 e
xc
el
le
nc
e 

fo
r 
th

e 
cr
os
si
ng
 o
f 
bo
un
da
ri
es
 b
et

we
en

 t
he

 h
u
m
a
n
 a
n
d
 t
he

 d
iv

in
e 
sp

he
re

s.
 A
t 
th

e 

s
a
m
e
 t
im
e,
 b
e
c
a
u
s
e
 o
f
 h
is

 f
u
n
d
a
m
e
n
t
a
l
 c
ho

ic
e 
of

 t
he
 w
a
y
 o
f
 v
ir

tu
e 
in
st
ea
d 
of
 t
ha

t 

of
 v
ic
e,
 a
cc
or
di
ng
 t
o 
an
 o
ld

 l
eg

en
d,

 h
e 
w
a
s
 a
ls
o 
in

ve
st

ed
 w
it
h 
mo
ra
l 
va

lu
es

, 
in

ca
r-

 

na
ti
ng
 t
he

 p
ar
ag
on
 o
f 
vi
rt
ue
 a
n
d
 l
ab

ou
r 

(p
on

os
).

 C
o
m
b
i
n
i
n
g
 t
he

 t
wo
, 
he
 b
e
c
a
m
e
 

“a
 m
o
d
e
l
 f
or
 t
he

 c
o
m
m
o
n
 m
a
n
 w
h
o
 m
a
y
 h
o
p
e
 t
ha

t 
af
te
r 
a 

li
fe

 o
f 
dr

ud
ge

ry
, 
a
n
d
 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
at
 v
er
y 

li
fe

, 
he
 t
oo
 m
a
y
 e
nt

er
 i
nt

o 
th

e 
c
o
m
p
a
n
y
 o
f 
th

e 
go
ds
” 
(B
ur
ke
rt
 

19
85

: 
21
1)
. 
A
s
 f
or
 t
he

 D
io

sk
ou

ro
i,

 l
it
er
al
ly
 ‘
th
e 
yo

ut
hs

 o
f 
Ze
us
, 
th

ey
 w
er
e 
ab

ov
e 

al
l 

“r
es

cu
er

s 
fr
om
 p
er

so
na

l 
di

st
re

ss
, 
es
pe
ci
al
ly
 f
r
o
m
 d
an

ge
r 

at
 s
ea

’,
 a
n
d
 m
o
r
e
 g
en
er
- 

al
ly
 s
av

io
ur
s,
 s
öt

êr
es

, 
an

d 
th
ey
 “
we

re
 s
ee
n 

as
 g
ui

di
ng

 l
ig

ht
s 
fo

r 
th

os
e 
ho

pi
ng

 t
o 

b
r
e
a
k
 o
ut
 o
f
 t
he

 m
o
r
t
a
l
 s
p
h
e
r
e
 i
nt

o 
th
e 
r
e
a
l
m
 o
f
 g
o
d
s
”
 (

ib
id

.:
 2

13
).

 
A 

la
te
 t

es
ti
- 

m
o
n
y
 r
ec

or
de

d 
b
y
 I
am
bl
ic
hu
s 
(1
99
1:
 §
15
5)
 p
os
si
bl
y 
ec

ho
es

 t
he

 e
ar
ly
 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
 

pr
op
en
si
ty
 f
or
 n
at
ur
al
 a
ll
eg
or
y 
w
e
 m
e
t
 e
ar

li
er

 i
n 
co

nn
ec

ti
on

 w
it

h 
th

e 
go

ds
 w
h
e
n
 

it
 s
ee
s 

in
 H
er

ac
le

s 
th
e 
p
o
w
e
r
 o
f 
na
tu
re
 a
n
d
 i
n 
th

e 
Di
os
ko
ur
oi
 t
he

 h
a
r
m
o
n
y
 o
f 

al
l 

th
in

gs
, 
an

d 
th
is
 s
ee

ms
 t
o 
ex

te
nd

 t
he

 a
pp

li
ca

bi
li

ty
 o
f 
th

e 
na
tu
ra
li
zi
ng
 p
ri

nc
ip

le
 t
o 

m
o
r
e
 t
ha
n 
on

e 
cl
as
s 
of
 k
re
it
to
ne
s.
 

It
 i

s 
no
t 

ea
sy
 t

o 
de
ci
ph
er
 t

he
 p

hi
lo

so
ph

ic
al

 m
e
a
n
i
n
g
 l

yi
ng
 b
eh

in
d 

an
ot
he
r 

th
eo
lo
gi
zi
ng
 
te

nd
en

cy
 
of
 
th

e 
ea
rl
y 

Py
th
ag
or
ea
ns
, 

na
me
ly
, 
n
u
m
b
e
r
 
th

eo
lo

gy
, 

ac
co
rd
in
g 

to
 w
h
i
c
h
 a
tt
ri
bu
te
s 
of

 n
u
m
b
e
r
s
 c
or

re
sp

on
d 

to
 a

tt
ri

bu
te

s 
of
 g
od

s 
a
n
d
 

vi
ce

 v
er

sa
. 
Th
e 
gr

ou
nd

 i
s 
pa
rt
ic
ul
ar
ly
 s
li
pp
er
y 
he

re
 b
ec

au
se

 a
n 
ag
e-
ol
d 
tr
ad
it
io
n 

st
ar
ti
ng

 w
it

h 
Sp

eu
si

pp
us
 a
nd
 t
he
 e
ar
ly
 A
c
a
d
e
m
y
 a
nd
 g
oi
ng

 d
o
w
n
 t
o 
Ia
mb
li
ch
us
, 

Pr
oc

lu
s 
an

d 
ev

en
 P
se

ll
us
, 
re
gu
la
rl
y 
bu

t 
mi
st
ak
en
ly
 a
tt

ri
bu

te
s 
‘a
ri
th
me
ti
ca
l 

th
eo

l-
” 

og
ou
me
na
’ 

to
 e
ar

ly
 P
yt

ha
go

re
an

s,
 e
sp
ec
ia
ll
y 
to
 (

Ps
eu
do
-)
Ph
il
ol
au
s.
 T
he

 a
tt

ri
bu

- 
ti
on
 c
on

ce
rn

s 
bo
th
 e
qu
at
io
ns
 o
f 
n
u
m
b
e
r
s
 w
it

h 
go

ds
 a
n
d
 s
pe
cu
la
ti
on
s 
su
pp
or
ti
ng
 

th
em

.’
 H
ow

ev
er

, 
Ar
is
to
tl
e’
s 
te
st
im
on
y 

(f
r.

 2
03

 R
os

e,
 i
n 
Ar
is
to
tl
e 
19
84
: 
vo
l.
 2
, 
24
43
- 

4)
 s

up
po

rt
s 

th
e 
vi
ew
 t
ha

t 
th
is
 t
re
nd
 h
as
 i

ts
 r

oo
ts

 i
n 
an
ci
en
t 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

ni
sm

 i
n 

li
gh
t 
of

 t
he

 s
ta
te
me
nt
, 
at
tr
ib
ut
ed
 b
y
 A
ri

st
ot

le
 t
o 
th
e 
P
y
t
h
a
g
o
r
e
a
n
s
,
 t
ha

t 
th
e 
n
u
m
b
e
r
 

se
ve

n 
is
 t
o 
be
 e
qu

at
ed

 w
it
h 
th

e 
vi
rg
in
 g
od
de
ss
 A
t
h
e
n
a
 o
n
 t
he

 g
r
o
u
n
d
 t
ha

t 
it
 i
s,

 l
ik
e 

he
r,

 ‘
mo
th
er
le
ss
’ 
(i
n 
th

e 
se

ns
e 
th

at
 i
t 
ca

nn
ot

 b
e 
ge
ne
ra
te
d 
b
y
 o
th

er
 n
um
be
rs
).
 T
h
e
 

pr
e-

Pl
at

on
ic

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
 o
f 
th

e 
te

st
im

on
ie

s 
co
nc
er
ni
ng
 t
he

 o
th

er
 n
u
m
b
e
r
s
 o
f 
th

e 

‘d
ec

ad
’ 

is
 m
o
r
e
 u
nc
er
ta
in
 a
n
d
 t
he

re
fo

re
 d
eb
at
ab
le
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st
or

y 
of
 t
he

 W
es

te
rn

 p
hi

lo
so

ph
y 
of
 r
el
ig
io
n.
 I

n 
ou

r 
so
ur
ce
s 

fo
r 

ea
rl
y 
Py
th
ag
or
ea
ni
sm
 t
he

 p
er

fe
ct

io
n 
of
 t
he
 w
or
ld
 i
s 
no
t 
ex
pl
ic
it
ly
 c
on
ne
ct
ed
 t
o 

it
s 

di
vi

ne
 o
ri

gi
n 
or
 c
au

sa
ti

on
, 

le
t 
al
on
e 
to
 i
ts
 c
re
at
io
n 
b
y
 a
 d
iv

in
e 
De
mi
ur
ge
, 
a
n
d
 t
hi

s 

is
 i
n 
tu
ne
 w
it

h 
th

e 
ge
ne
ra
l 
te
nd
en
cy
 o
f 
Pr

es
oc

ra
ti

c 
th
in
ke
rs
 t
o 
li
mi
t 
th

em
se

lv
es

 t
o 

a
n
 a
s
s
u
m
p
t
i
o
n
 t
ha

t 
th
e 
w
o
r
l
d
 i
s 
g
o
v
e
r
n
e
d
 b
y
 a
 d
iv

in
e 
p
o
w
e
r
 (
Se
dl
ey
 2
00
7:
 2
).
 B
u
t
 

10
. 
Th

is
 i
s 
ex

pl
ic

it
ly

 s
ta
te
d 
la

te
r 
by
 S
ex

tu
s 
Em

pi
ri

cu
s,

 A
ga

in
st

 t
he
 M
at
he
ma
ti
ci
an
s 
7.
94
-5
, 

11
. 
F
o
r
 m
y
 d
is

cu
ss

io
n 
o
n
 t
he
 t
et

ra
kt

ys
 I
 h
a
v
e
 d
r
a
w
n
 f
re

el
y 
f
r
o
m
 K
i
r
k
 e
t 
al

. 
(1
98
3:
 2
3
2
-
4
)
 a
n
d
 

T
h
o
m
 (
19
95
: 
17

4-
7)
. 

3
6
 

P
Y
T
H
A
G
O
R
A
S
 

it
 c
an

no
t 
be

 r
ul

ed
 o
ut
 t
ha
t 
s
o
m
e
 s
te

ps
 t
ow

ar
ds

 a
 f

ir
st
 c
on

ce
pt

io
n 
of
 t
he

 i
de

a 
of

 a
 

cr
ea

to
r-

go
d 
wo
rk
in
g 
wi

th
 n
um
er
ic
al
 r
at

io
s 
a
n
d
 a
pp
ly
in
g 
th
e 
pr

in
ci

pl
e 
of

 h
a
r
m
o
n
y
 

we
re

 a
lr

ea
dy

 m
a
d
e
 b
y 

th
e 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

ns
, 

if
 w
e
 t
ak

e 
in
to
 c
on
si
de
ra
ti
on
 t
ha
t 
th

e 
e
p
o
n
y
m
o
u
s
 s
pe

ak
er

 o
f 

Pl
at
o'
s 
Ti

ma
eu

s,
 w
h
o
 i

s 
cl

ea
rl

y 
th
e 
pr

op
on

en
t 
of
 c
os
mi
c 

te
le

ol
og

y,
 i

s 
pr

ob
ab

ly
 -
 w
he

th
er

 r
ea
l 
or

 f
ic

ti
on

al
 -
 a
 S
ic
il
ia
n 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

n 
(i

bi
d.

: 
94

 n
.4
).
 

| 
It

 i
s 
al

so
 n
u
m
b
e
r
 t
ha
t 
wi

ll
 l
at
er
 c
on
st
it
ut
e 
on

e 
of
 t
he

 t
w
o
 b
as

ic
 a
n
d
 p
er

va
si

ve
 

pr
in
ci
pl
es
 t

ha
t 
no
t 

on
ly

 u
nd

er
li

e 
th
e 

co
ns
ti
tu
ti
on
 
of
 e
ve

ry
th

in
g 

in
 t
he

 w
or
ld
, 

bu
t 
al

so
 s
er
ve
 a
s 
a 
li

nk
 b
e
t
w
e
e
n
 t
he

 h
u
m
a
n
 a
n
d
 t
he

 d
iv

in
e 
sp
he
re
s,
 b
ec
au
se
 t
he
y 

ar
e 
sh

ar
ed

 b
y
 b
ot
h,
 t

he
 o
th

er
 s
uc

h 
pr
in
ci
pl
e 
be

in
g 
br

ea
th

 o
r 

so
ul
. 
Ac

co
rd

in
g 

to
 

la
te
r 
Py

th
ag

or
ea

n 
te

xt
s 
re
pr
od
uc
ed
 b
y
 J
am

bl
ic

hu
s 

(1
99
1:
 §

14
6)

, 
it
 i

s 
th
e 
“e

te
rn

al
 

es
se
nc
e”
 o
f 
n
u
m
b
e
r
 t
ha

t 
fo
rm
s 

th
e 
ba
si
s 
no
t 
on

ly
 o
f 
th

e 
ma
te
ri
al
 w
or

ld
, 
bu
t 
of

 

th
e 
di

vi
ne

 s
ph

er
e 

as
 w
el

l 
(g
od
s 
a
n
d
 d
ai

mo
ne

s)
, 
a 
no

ti
on

 t
ha
t 

is
 a
bs

en
t 
f
r
o
m
 o
ur

 
ev

id
en

ce
 c
on

ce
rn

in
g 
ea
rl
y 
Py
th
ag
or
ea
ni
sm
, 
un

le
ss

 w
e
 c
on

si
de

r 
th

at
 i
t 
is
 s
o
m
e
h
o
w
 

i
m
p
l
i
e
d
 in
 t
he
 n
u
m
b
e
r
 t
he
ol
og
y 
di

sc
us

se
d 
ab

ov
e.

 S
ex

tu
s 
Em
pi
ri
cu
s,
 b
y
 c
on
tr
as
t,
 

sp
ea
ks
 o
f 
br
ea
th
 o
r 
so

ul
 a
s 
th

e 
pr

in
ci

pl
e 
of

 t
he

 k
in
sh
ip
 o
f 

al
l 
li
vi
ng
 b
ei

ng
s,

 f
ro
m 

an
im

al
s 
to
 g
od

s:
 

N
o
w
 [
th

e 
fo

ll
ow

er
s 
of
] 
Py

th
ag

or
as

 a
nd

 E
mp

ed
oc

le
s,

 a
nd

 t
he

 r
es
t 
of

 t
he
 

It
al

ia
n 
c
o
m
p
a
n
y
 d
ec

la
re

 t
ha
t 
th
er
e 

is
 a
 c
er
ta
in
 c
o
m
m
u
n
i
t
y
 (
ko

in
ön

ia
) 

[u
ni
ti
ng
 u
s}
 n
ot
 o
nl

y 
wi
th
 e
ac

h 
ot
he
r 
a
n
d
 w
it
h 
th

e 
go
ds
 b
ut
 e
ve

n 
wi
th
 

th
e 
ir

ra
ti

on
al

 a
ni
ma
ls
. 
Th

er
e 

is
 i
n 
fa

ct
 o
ne

 b
re
at
h 
(p
ne
um
a)
 p
er
va
di
ng
, 

li
ke

 a
 s
ou
l 

(p
sy
ch
és
 
tr

op
on

),
 
th

e 
w
h
o
l
e
 u

ni
ve

rs
e,

 
[t
he
 s
a
m
e
 b

re
at

h]
 

w
h
i
c
h
 a
ls

o 
m
a
k
e
s
 u
s 
o
n
e
 (
h
e
n
o
u
n
)
 w
i
t
h
 t
h
e
m
.
 

(A
ga
in
st
 t
he
 M
at

he
ma

ti
ci

an
s 
9.
12
7)
 

Th
is
 s
e
e
m
s
 t
o 
c
o
m
b
i
n
e
 i
n 
a 
qu

it
e 
co

nv
in

ci
ng

 w
a
y
 t
hr
ee
 c
lo

se
ly

 i
nt
er
re
la
te
d 
ea

rl
y 

Py
th
ag
or
ea
n 
do

ct
ri

ne
s:

 (
i)
 t
he

 i
mm

or
ta

li
ty

 o
f 
th

e 
so
ul
, 
w
h
i
c
h
 b
ri

ng
s 
mo
rt
al
 m
a
n
 

cl
os
e 
to

 t
he
 i
m
m
o
r
t
a
l
 g
od
s;
 (

ii
) 
th

e 
ki
ns
hi
p 
b
e
t
w
e
e
n
 h
u
m
a
n
 b
ei
ng
s 
a
n
d
 a
ni
ma
ls
, 

o
n
 t
he
 p
ri

nc
ip

le
 t
ha
t 
th

ey
 a
re
 b
ot

h 
an

im
at

e 
be
in
gs
 (
em

ps
yc

ha
) 
po
ss
es
si
ng
 a
 s
ou

l 
a
n
d
 b
re

at
hi

ng
; 
a
n
d
 (

ii
i)
 t
he
 r
at

he
r 
ma

te
ri

al
is

ti
c-

an
im

is
ti

c 
c
o
s
m
o
g
o
n
i
c
 d
oc
tr
in
e 

at
te

st
ed

 b
y
 A
ri

st
ot

le
 
(P

hy
si

cs
 V

.6
, 
2
1
3
b
2
2
,
 
a
n
d
 f

r.
 
2
0
1
 
R
o
s
e
 
[=

 
5
8
 
B
 
3
0
 
D
K
]
)
,
 

an
d 
sh

ar
ed

 a
ls

o 
wi

th
 t

he
 O
rp

hi
cs

, 
ac

co
rd

in
g 

to
 w
hi
ch
 t
he
 w
or
ld
 a

s 
a 
wh

ol
e 

is
 

a 
li
vi
ng
, 
br

ea
th

in
g 
be
in
g 

re
ce
iv
in
g,
 o

r 
ra

th
er

 ‘
dr
aw
in
g’
 i

ts
 r

es
pi

ra
ti

on
, 

li
ke
 t

he
 

h
u
m
a
n
 e
mb
ry
o,
 f
r
o
m
 t
he

 u
nl

im
it

ed
 o
ut
si
de
 i

t. 
T
o
 b
e 

su
re
, 
n
o
 g
o
d
 a
n
d
 n
ot
hi
ng
 

di
vi

ne
 i

s 
m
e
n
t
i
o
n
e
d
 i

n 
Ar
is
to
tl
e’
s 
te

st
im

on
y,

 b
ut
 s

ou
l,
 a

ss
oc
ia
te
d 
wi
th
 b

re
at

h,
 

is
 a

 d
iv

in
e 

pr
in
ci
pl
e 

an
d,
 
in
te
re
st
in
gl
y 
en

ou
gh

, 
br
ea
th
 a
n
d
 n
u
m
b
e
r
 a

re
 i

nt
er

- 

re
la

te
d 

th
er
e:
 b
y
 b
re
at
hi
ng
 i
n 
(t
im
e 
an

d)
 t
he

 a
ir
 o
r 
th

e 
vo

id
 t
ha
t 
se
pa
ra
te
s 
a
n
d
 

di
st

in
gu

is
he

s 
th

e 
na

tu
re

s 
of
 t
hi
ng
s,
 t
he

 u
nd
iv
id
ed
 u
ni

ve
rs

e 
- 
th

e 
O
n
e
 -
 b
e
c
o
m
e
s
 

di
vi
de
d 
(a

nd
 t
em

po
ra

l)
, 
a
n
d
 i
ti

s 
th
is
 v
er
y 
di

st
in

ct
io

n 
th
at
 i

s 
al

so
 t

he
 o
ri

gi
n 
of

 
nu

mb
er

s.
 

O
u
t
 o
f 
th

es
e 
el
em
en
ts
 W
.
 K
. 
C.
 G
ut
hr
ie
 t
en

ta
ti

ve
ly

 r
ec

on
st

ru
ct

ed
 t
he

 r
at
io
na
le
 

fo
r 
th

e 
Py
th
ag
or
ea
n 
be
li
ef
 i
n 
th

e 
im

mo
rt

al
it

y 
of

 t
he

 s
ou
l 
in
 t
he

 f
ol

lo
wi

ng
 w
ay

: 

3
%
 



C
O
N
S
T
A
N
T
I
N
O
S
 
M
A
C
R
I
S
 

[
I
F
 t
he
 w
o
r
l
d
 w
a
s
 a
 
li
vi
ng
, 
et

er
na

l 
a
n
d
 d
iv
in
e 

cr
ea

tu
re

, 
a
n
d
 l
iv
ed
 b
y
 

br
ea

th
in

g 
in

 a
ir
 o
r 
br
ea
th
 f
r
o
m
 t
he

 i
nf
in
it
e 
a
r
o
u
n
d
 i

t; 
a
n
d
 i
f 
m
a
n
 t
oo
 

go
t 

hi
s 

li
fe

 b
y 

br
ea

th
in

g 
(w
hi
ch
 w
a
s
 e
vi
de
nc
e 

th
at

 t
he

 h
u
m
a
n
 s
ou
l 

it
se
lf
 w
a
s
 a
ir
):
 t
he
n 
th

e 
na

tu
ra

l 
ki
ns
hi
p 
be
tw
ee
n 
m
a
n
 a
n
d
 t
he
 u
ni
ve
rs
e,
 

m
i
c
r
o
c
o
s
m
 a
n
d
 m
a
c
r
o
c
o
s
m
,
 m
u
s
t
 b
e 

cl
os
e.
 T
h
e
 u

ni
ve
rs
e 
w
a
s
 o

ne
, 

et
er
na
l 
a
n
d
 d
iv
in
e.
 M
e
n
 w
er
e 
m
a
n
y
 a
n
d
 d
iv
id
ed
, 
a
n
d
 t
he
y 
we

re
 m
or
ta
l.
 

B
u
t
 t
he
 e
ss
en
ti
al
 p
ar
t 
o
f
 m
a
n
,
 h
is

 s
ou
l,
 w
a
s
 n
o
t
 m
or
ta
l,
 a
n
d
 i
t 
o
w
e
d
 i
ts
 

im
mo
rt
al
it
y 

to
 t

hi
s 
ci

rc
um

st
an

ce
, 

th
at
 i

t 
w
a
s
 n
ei
th
er
 m
o
r
e
 n
or
 l

es
s 

th
an
 a
 s
ma
ll
 f
ra
gm
en
t 
or
 s
pa
rk
 o
f 
th

e 
di
vi
ne
 a
n
d
 u
ni
ve
rs
al
 s
ou
l,
 c
ut

 o
ff
 

a
n
d
 i
mp
ri
so
ne
d 
in
 a
 p
er
is
ha
bl
e 
bo
dy
. 

(1
96
2:
 2
01
) 

An
ot
he
r 
w
a
y
 t
o 
ap
pr
eh
en
d 
th
e 
re
la
ti
on
sh
ip
 b
et
we
en
 m
a
n
,
 g
o
d
 a
n
d
 t
he

 c
o
s
m
o
s
 i

s 
fo
un
d 

in
 a
 f
a
m
o
u
s
 p
as
sa
ge
 o
f 
Pl
at
o'
s 
Go
rg
ia
s,
 w
h
i
c
h
 c
on
ta
in
s 

al
so
 a
n 

in
te

re
st

in
g 

hi
nt
 a
t 
th
e 
no
ti
on
 o
f 
co
sm
ic
 j
us
ti
ce
 (
Ko
ul
ou
me
nt
as
 2
00
9:
 1
46
-6
6)
 a
n
d
 w
h
e
r
e
 t
he

 
re
fe
re
nc
e 
to
 t
he
 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
s 

is
 u
nm
is
ta
ka
bl
e:
 

A
n
d
 w
i
s
e
 m
e
n
 (
ho

i 
so
ph
oi
) 

te
ll

 u
s,
 C
al
li
cl
es
, 
th
at
 h
e
a
v
e
n
 a
n
d
 e
ar
th
 a
n
d
 

go
ds
 a
n
d
 m
e
n
 a
re

 h
el
d 
to
ge
th
er
 b
y
 c
o
m
m
u
n
i
o
n
 (
ko
in
ôn
ia
) 
a
n
d
 f
ri
en
d-
 

sh
ip
 (
ph
il
ia
),
 b
y 
or
de
rl
in
es
s 
(k
os
mi
ot
és
),
 t
em
pe
ra
nc
e 
(s
öp
hr
os
yn
e)
, 
a
n
d
 

ju
st
ic
e;
 a
n
d
 t
ha
t 

is
 t
he
 r
ea
so
n,
 m
y
 f
ri
en
d,
 w
h
y
 t
he
y 

ca
ll
 t
he
 w
h
o
l
e
 o
f 

th
is

 w
or
ld
 b
y 
th
e 
n
a
m
e
 o
f 
or
de
r 
(k
os
mo
s)
, 
no
t 
of
 d
is
or
de
r 
or
 d
is
so
lu
te
- 

ne
ss
. 
N
o
w
 y
ou
, 

as
 i

t 
s
e
e
m
s
 t
o 
me
, 
d
o
 n
ot
 g
iv

e 
pr
op
er
 a
tt
en
ti
on
 t
o 

th
is

, 
fo
r 

al
l 
yo
ur
 c
le
ve
rn
es
s,
 b
ut
 h
av
e 

fa
il
ed
 t
o 
ob
se
rv
e 
th
e 

gr
ea
t 
p
o
w
e
r
 o
f 

ge
om
et
ri
ca
l 
eq

ua
li

ty
 a
mo
ng
st
 b
ot
h 
go
ds
 a
nd
 m
en
. 

(G
or
gi
as
 5
0
7
e
-
5
0
8
a
,
 i
n 
Pl
at
o 
19
25
: 
4
6
9
-
7
1
)
 

H
o
w
e
v
e
r
 c

on
ce
iv
ed
 
of
 o
r 

ar
gu
ed
, 

th
e 

re
la
ti
on
sh
ip
 
be
tw
ee
n‘
 g
o
d
 
a
n
d
 
m
a
n
 

pr
es
up
po
se
s 
a 

li
ke
ne
ss
 i
n 
be
in
g,
 a
n
d
 f
or
 t
he
 P
yt
ha
go
re
an
s 

th
is
 s
yg
ge
ne
ia
 r
es
id
es
 

in
 t
he
 e
xi
st
en
ce
 o
f 
a 
di
vi
ne
 p
ar
ce
l 

in
 m
an
’s
 b
od
y,
 n
am
el
y,
 h
is
 s

ou
l.
 T
h
e
 a

tt
ri
bu
- 

ti
on
 o
f 
a 
do
ub
le
 n
at
ur
e 
to
 m
a
n
,
 o
ne
 b
od
il
y 
a
n
d
 m
or
ta
l 
a
n
d
 t
he
 o
th
er
 s
pi
ri
tu
al
 a
n
d
 

im
mo
rt
al
, 
a
n
d
 i
ts
 c
or
ol
la
ry
, 
th
e 
ra
di
ca
l 
bo
dy
-s
ou
l 
du
al
is
m 
th
at
 g
oe
s 
ha
nd
-i
n-
ha
nd
 

wi
th
 t
he
 d
ep
re
ci
at
io
n 
of
 t
he
 b
o
d
y
 a
n
d
 t
he
 s
ym
me
tr
ic
al
 u
pg
ra
di
ng
 o
f 
th
e 
so
ul
, 

is
 

so
me
th
in
g 
co
mp
le
te
ly
 n
ew
, 
w
h
i
c
h
 r
ep
re
se
nt
s 
a 
ra
di
ca
l 
re
ve
rs
al
 o
f 
th
e 
tr
ad
it
io
na
l 

Ho
me
ri
c 

co
nc
ep
ti
on
s.
 I
n 
th
e 
Ho
me
ri
c 
po
em
s 

it
 i

s 
th
e 
bo
dy
 t
ha
t 
re
pr
es
en
ts
 t
he
 

re
al
 s
el
f 
o
f
 t
he
 p
er
so
n,
 a
n
d
 i

t 
is
 c
el
eb
ra
te
d 

as
 t
he
 s
ea
t 
o
f
 l
if
e:
 w
h
e
n
 i

t 
pe
ri
sh
es
 a

t 
de
at
h 
th
e 
so
ul
 t
ha
t 
go
es
 d
o
w
n
 b
en
ea
th
 t
he
 e
ar
th
 t
o 
th
e 
re
al
m 
of
 H
a
d
e
s
 i

s 
li
tt
le
 

mo
re
 t
ha
n 
a 
bl
oo
dl
es
s 
sh
ad
ow
y 
im
ag
e 

th
at
 r
es
em
bl
es
 i

ts
 b
od
il
y 
fo
rm
 b
ut
 h
as
 n
o 

st
re
ng
th
 o
r 
re
al
 l
if

e.
 W
i
t
h
 P
yt
ha
go
ra
s’
 (
an
d 
th
e 
Or
ph
ic
s’
) 
em
ph
as
is
 o
n
 t
he
 d
iv
in
e 

or
ig
in
 o
f 
ma
n’
s 

so
ul
 a
n
d
 i

ts
 i
mm
or
ta
li
ty
 a
n
d
 s

ur
vi
va
l 

af
te
r 
de
at
h 
w
e
 c
an
 t

ru
ly
. 

sp
ea
k 
of
 a
 r

el
ig
io
us
 r
ev
ol
ut
io
n,
 o
f 
a 

‘s
hi
ft
 o
f 
pa
ra
di
gm
. 

Fu
rt
he
r,
 t
hi
s 
‘g
oo
d 
ne
ws
’ 

or
 ‘
go
sp
el
’ 
of
 s
al
va
ti
on
, 
w
h
i
c
h
 r
en
de
re
d 
th
e 
pr
os
pe
ct
 o
f 
dy
in
g 
qu
it
e 
ap
pe
al
in
g 
b
y
 

pr
om
is
in
g 
a 
h
a
p
p
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