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THE

Mythological Picture

CEEES

THEBAN.

Being a ferviceable Emblem for the
acquiring of Prudence, and the
Direction of Human Life.

S we were taking a Turn in Saturn’s
Temple, we faw a great many con-
ecrated Prefents, remarkable enough for
their Curiofity ; amongft the relt we took
particular Notice of a Pitture bung over
the Door ; the Piece we perceiv'd was all
Emblem, and Mythology ;5 But then the
Reprefentation was {o fingular and out of
Cuftom, that we were perfeitly at a Lofs
whence it fhould come, and what was the
meaning on’t. Upon a {trit View, we
found *twas neither a City, nor a Camp,
but a fort of Court, with two Partitions

of the fame Figure within it, tho® one of
Cc2 them
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them was larger than the other. The firft
Court had a crowd of People at the Gate,
and within we faw a great Company of
Women. Juft at the entrance of the firft
Gate, there ftood an Old Man, who by
his Gefture and Countenance feem'd to be
bufy in giving Advice to the Crowd as
they came in.

And being a long time at a ftand about
the Defign of the Fable, a grave Man
fomewhat in Years, making up, begins to
difcourfe us in this Manner. Gentlemen,
Jays ke, 1 underftand you are Strangers,
and thercfore ’tis no wonder the Hiftory
of this piture fhould puzzle you: For
there are not many of our own Country-
men that can explain it. For you are to
cbferve, this is none of our Town Manu-
fatture. Buta long while ago, a certain
out-landith Man of great Senfe and Learn-
ing, and who by his Difcourfe and Beha-
viour feem'd to be a Difciple of Pyshago-
ras, and Parmenides 5 This Gentleman, |
Jay, happening to Travel hither, built this
Stru&ture, and Dedicated both the Term.
ple and this piece of Painting to Saturx.
Sir, faid I, had you any Acquaintance
with this Gentleman ? Yes, fays be, T had
the Benefit of his Converfation ; and was
one of his Admirers a long time. For, to
my thinking, tho’ he was but young, mm

talk’

oF CEBES THE THEBAN. 393

talk'd at a ftrange fignificant rate ; And
as for this Pi&xre, 1 have heard him ex-
pound the Emblemw, and read upon the
Argument very frequently. Sir, Jaid 1,
uolefs you are very bufy, T beg of you to
inftrut us a little in this Matter, for we
are ftrangely defirous to know the meaning
of this Fable in Colours. Gentlemen, fays
ke, I'm very ready to ferve you, but then
I muft tell you there is fome Danger in
hearing the Story. Danger! As how ?
Why, fays ke, if you mind what you are
about, and underftand Srﬂ.} deliverd,
ou'l grow unexpeitedly Wife and Happy
wvoa m.o U:.oonm.mm but otherwife to be
free with you, you'l turn Ignorant, and
lll-natur'd, and be the molt unfortunate

Blockheads imaginable. Forthe Explainin
this Mythology is as touchy a Bufinefs
to the Audience, asthe Sphinx’s Riddle
was formerly : Ifa Man was an Oedipus at
it, he found his Accountin the Under-
taking, but if the Myftery prov'd too hard -
for him, he was loft, and murther'd by
the Monfter upon the fpot. The Confe-
ueace of the prefent Cafe i¢ much the
m»aou For Folly is a fort of Sphirx to
Mankind in general; and gives an ob-
fcure Intimation of what's good and bad,
or indifferent for us: I1f a Man can’t look
through her, and untie her Riddle, tho’
Ccs the
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fhe does not chop him up at a Mouthful
like the Sphinx 5 yet fhe will be fure to
difpatch him by Degrees, fit as clofe to
him as a Confumption, and ride him as
the Spleen does a MalefaGtor under Ses-
temce. But onthe other hand, when Fol-
ly is underftood, then fhe goes to pot her
feIf 5 and the Man is made fafe, and hap-
py for his Life-time, Therefore pray take
care, and be attentive, and let nothing
{lip your Obfervation. In earneft if the
Matter ftands thus, you make us almolt
Wild to hear you upon this extraordina-
ry Subje@. 'Tis juft as I tell you. Well,
Said I, if we are likely to fmart at this
ratc for being carelefs, you’l be fure to
find us upon our Guard, and therefore
begia as foon as you pleafe.

Upon this, pointing to the Piture with
his Cane, do you fee this Incdlofure, or
Court, fays be ¢ Yes. This then you are
to underftand is Life, and the Place for
Mortals to range in. The Crowd at the
Gate, are the People that are juft com-
ing into the World : And the Old Man
that {tands by on rais’d Ground, with a
Paper in one Hand, and the other in 2
Polture of DireCtion, is the common Ge-
#ixs. This fuperintending Spirit inftructs
thofe that enter, how they are to manage
themfelves in Life, and which Road they

are
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are to take, if they expelt to come fafe to
the end of their Journey. And pray, faid
I, which way does he dire& them, and
how are they to govern themfelves?
Don't you fee, fays be, there by the Gate
where the Crowd} goes in, a woman fit-
ting in an Arm’d-chair handfomly dre(s'd,
and with a Mien of Quality ? I fee her
with a Glafs in her Hand 5 pray who is
fhe ? That's Iwpofture, fays be, that bub-
bles the whole World in fome meafure
out of their underftandings. Say you fo2
Which way does fhe go to Work ? She
opens a Vein, and gives them a Glafs of
her Conftitution. What fort of Drink is
that ? 'Tis Ignorance and Miftake, What
is to be done then? Why, when they
have taken this Stirrup Cup, they Travel
into Life. What?> Does every body take
their Mornings Draught of this Liguor 2
Every body, but not all Brimmers; fome
drink more, and fome lefs. To inform
you farther, don’t you fee, a parcel of
Wenches within the Gate, differentenough
in their Perfons, bat all of them with the
bold Air of their Profeflion ? I fee them.
Very well : If you would know their Names
then, they are Opinion, Palfion, and Plea-
Sure. Asthe Crowd enters, thefe Laffes
frisk about them, and falute them with a
great deal of welcome, and then lug them

Ccy4 cff
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off. And whither do they carry them?
Carry them ! Some to good Fortune, and
fome, by miftaking their way, to Ruin,
and the Gallows. In earneft, Sir, Jaid I,
if the Cafe ftands thus, ‘tis dangerous
Drinking! You fay well : And yet all
thefe Women promife to dire& them right,
and to make them as Confiderable and
Happy as they would with. But the poor
Wretches having taken a Glafs too much
with Impofture, are fo muddy-headed, that
they over-look their Advantage, and mi-
ftake their Ground, and ramble about at
that fenfelefs giddy rate as you fee. And
look you, continues he; how thofe Gy

fies manage the People that came in mqm“
and lead them whither they have a mind
to. 1perceive it, faid I, but pray what
blind diftrated Woman is that ~which
ftands there upon a round Stone like a
Globe ? That's Fortane, replies my Inftru-
&or, who is notonly Blind, butMad, and
Deaf into the bargain. And what may
her Bufinefs be I befeech you ? She ranges
cvery where, [ays be, fratches away this
Man’s Circumftances, and gives them to
another; and ina little while recalling
her Liberalities, beftows them upon new
Favourites, and all with great Arbitrari-
nefs, and Inconftancy. And therefore her
Pedeftal, and her Pofture, is a good Em-

blem
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blem of her Nature. How fo? Becaufe
Jaysbe, her ftanding upon a Globe thews
her Feet not well fix'd, and that there's
no depending upon her Bounty. Indeed
thofc that reckon upon her are generally
ruffied with Difappointment, and migh-
tily fhock’'d in their Expectation. Here I
defir'd to know, what was the Bufinefs of
all that Crowd about her, and who they
were ? 1 was anfwer'd, they were a Clan
of unthinking People ; and all of them
making their Application to Fortune for
thofe things fhe threw away. Very well:
But how comes it to pafs that they ap-
pear {o differently Affe@ed in their Coun-
tenances, that fome of them are all in an
Extafy, and others as much out of forts,
and wringing their Hands in Defpair ?
Thole, fays be, who feem fo merry and
well pleas'd, have receiv'd a Spill, and
fped in their Addreffes to this Lady s and
nnanmo.d they ‘call her Good Fortuxe : But
the others who weep and wring their
Hands are Difleiz’d by her of what the
had granted them before, and here her
Title is Bad-fortume. What fort of Fa-
vour does fhe beftow then, that makes
her command the Temper, and difpofe
of the Paffions of her Admirers, in (o
Soveraign a manner ? To anfwer you, foys
be, her Bounty confifts of fuch Things as

are
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are generally efteem’d great Advantages
What are thofe? They are Wealth, Fame,
Birth, Children, Pofts of Command,
Crowns, &, 'Tis very well! And are
not all thefe good Things with a Wit-
nefs? As to that, fays be, we'll debate it
afterwards, but at prefent let's go on with
our Story. With all my heart. Do you
fee then, continues the Gentleman, how
the Paffage through this Gate, leads you
into another Court upon an Afcent, and
that there are fcveral Women drefs'd like

Wenches, ftanding at the Portal? 1fee:

them. I moft tell you then, their Qua-
lity is very Coarfe, two of them are Lewd-
nefs and Luxwry, and the other Flat-
tery, and Covetoufnefs. And what do
they {tand ftaring here for? To Spy out
thofe to whom Fortwre has been any
thing kind. And what then? Then they
appear mightily tranfported, make up to
them with great Endearingnefs, and ply
them ftrongly with Compliment and Flat-
tery : They invite them to their Apart-
ments, promife to fettle them in Satisfa-
¢tion, and that without the leaft Inter-
niiffion, or Incumbrance whatfover. Now
thofe who are gain’d to Libertinifim with
this Courtfhip, think themfelves in a de-
licate way, and are Strangely pleafed with
their Choice at firft. But after fome time

when
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when they begin to recolle&, they per-
ceive the Entertainment was nothing but
a Vifionary Cheat 5 and inftead of a Re-
gale, they have been prey'd upon, and
ill ufed. Now when Men come to this
pafs, and have fpent all that Fortane bad
furnifh’d them with, they are forced to
go to Service to thefe Women ; and here
all manner of Affronts, and fcandalous
Praltices muft be digefted : They mauft
bear with every thing, and boggle at
nothing : They muft Cheat, or betray
their Truft, pick a Pocket, or rob a
Church, as occafion ferves. And when
all thefe Tricks fail them, they are fent
to the Houfe of CorreQtion. And how
are they handled? Don’t you fee, fays be,
a little Door opening into a narrow,
dark place ? Ido; and feveral ugly, flut-
tilh Women in Rags, are the Inhabi-
tants. You are righc. And to defcribe
them to you ; the with the Whip in her
Hand, is call'ld Difciplinve, fhe with her
Head bending down to her Knees is
Grief, fhe that tears her Hair is Pain:
But™ pray, faid I, what ili-look'd Skeleton
of aFellow is that, with ne'er a Tatter to
his Limbs, and that Woman too by him,
that’s Beanty cnough to be his Sifter ?
You have guefs'd the Relation exadly,
and to fatisfy your Queftion, the Man

is
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is complaining Sorrow, and that Silter of
his i3 Defpair. To this Company the
Rakes above-mention’d are fent, where
they are maul’d and mortified fufficiently,
and after they have gone through their
Exercifc in this Bridewell, they are com-
mitted to Goal, where Urbappinefs is
their Keeper - And here they are faft for
their Lifetime, unlefs they happen to
light upon Repemtance - If Fortune fends
this Lady to any one of them, fhe difen-
gages him from his Confinement, and
gives him a new fet of Notions, and De-
fires, which puts him in the Road to
True Knowledge 5 However, the Dire&tion
is not fo Infallible, but that 'tis poffible
for him to mifs the way, and make a Vi-
fit to pretended Learning. And what
follows ? Why, fays be, if he Travels
right, and comes to the Seat of True Krnow-
ledge, fhe does his Bufinefs effeCtually : fhe
purges his Head, and cures his Spleen, and
makes him Eafy, and Profperous as long
as he lives : But if he miftakes the Road,
pretended Learning picks him up, and
leads him a new Dance. O ftrange! faid
I, here’s another great Rifque to be run:
But I beg of you what fort of Mortal is this
pretended Learning? Don’t you fee, replies
my Inftructer, that farther Court? Yes ve-
ry plainly. And don’t you perceive a Wo-

man

man in the Porch genteelly drefsd, and
with an Air of Sobriety ? That I do :
To inform you then, the Generality are
fo ignorant as to miftake this Gentlewo-
man for Learning 5 whereas the is really
but a Counterfeit of that Quality. Now
thofe who are upon the Road to Recove-
ry and True Knowledge, commonly bait
with her firft. And is there no other
way to True Knowledge but this> Yes,
there is. Here I put in again, and ask'd
bhim, who are thofe Men thar walk with-
in the Court there ? Thefe, Jays be, are
the Admirers of pretended Learning, only
they miftake the Perfon of their Miftrefs,
and fancy themfelves in the Converfation
of True Knowledge. Pray who are they »
Here's a great many forts of them, fays e,
here are Poets, Orators, and Logicians 5
Mufick Mafters, Accomptants, Mathemati-
cians, and Aftrologers 5 Epicureans, Peri-
pateticks, Philologers, ¢&c. But under fa-
vour, methinks I fee fome Women like De-
bakchery, and the reft of her Companioms
which you fhew'd me before, pray who
are they > The very fame. What?> Do
they walk in this Inner Court? As fure as
you live, fometimes, tho’ not fo often as in
the firlt. And does Fancy, and uncertain
Opinion take a Turn heretoo? Moft un-
doubtedly, fays ke : And which is more,

thefe
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thefe Sparks being not recoverd of the
Dofe, which Impofixre gave them, they
are troubled with the Company of Izno-
rance, and Folly. Neither will they ever
be rid of Opinion and the reft of the Gang,
till they part with pretended Learning, en-
ter into a Courfe of Phyfick, and Purge off
all their Conceit, Ignorance, and Ill-Hu.
mours. Then their Condition will be fe-
cure. But as long as pretended Learning
has the Afcendant over them, they'll ne'er
be difentangled 5 neither will all their No-
tions, and Proficiency, ever cure them of
any of the Diftempers above-mention'd.
Say you fo; Which is the way then, that
leads to the feat of True Knowledge 2 1f
you mind, fays ke, you'll perceive an Emi-
nence at adi({ancc, which looks as if ‘twas
perfetly uninhabited. I have it. And
don’t you fee a little Gate, and the Ave-
nues to it very much unfrequented 5 for
indeed the Afcent to it is troublefome, and
the way rough, and rocky 2 I perceive it,
faid I.” Does it not then appear a lofty
Hill, with a very marrow way to't, and
Precipices on each fide > Yes, theProfpett
is jult as you fay. Thisis the Road to
True Knowledge, fays he, and onmy Word,
a very rugged one to look on. But let’s
Frocecd. Don’t you obferve two hail

ulty Women ftand on the Top of the Af-
cent,
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cent, and ftretching out their Hands witha
great deal of Inclination? 1 fee them,
who are they? they are Sifters, fays e,
one of them 1s Temperance, and t'other Pe-
tience. Good Women both, but what
makes them {praw] their Hands out with
fo much Fancy ? °'Tis to encourage Tra-
vellers, fays he, and keep them from Cow-
ardize and Defpair : Letting them know
at the fame time, that if they will but
hold out, and ftrive a little, they'll quick-
ly be eafy, and come into a good Road.
Well! But when they come to the fteep
Afcent, how do they get up, for I can’t
perceive any way made for them? Thefe
Women, feys be, ftep down alittle, ftoop
for them, and fo hale them up. Then
their Guides order them to reft alittle, and
foon after furnifh them withStrength, and
Spirits, promile to convey them to True
Knowledge, give them a Profpe& of their
Journey, and fhew them how f{mooth
and pleafant, and free from all manner of
Inconvenience, the Road is. Really, faid
I, it appears fo to me. Don’t you fee
continues my Inftructor, on this fide that
Grove there, a lovely Meadow, which
looks fo furprizingly bright, as if it had
a whole Sun of its own to make it Beauti-
ful.  You need not queftion my Eye- fight,
faid I, where fuch an Obje& as that is,

lies
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lies before it. And don’t you fee another
Pile of Building in the middle of this
Field? I do, what do you call it, and
who does it belong to? This is the Seat
of the Fortunate, fzid ke, here all the Mo-
ral Virtues keep their Court, and Hap-
pinefs, is always in their Train. Say you
fo? This muft needs be a delicate Place
then, Right. But to carry you farther :
Don’t you perceive a handfome, middle
aged, Matronly Woman by the Gate in a
plain Drefs > And if you obferve her, fhe
ftands upon afquare Stone, and not tot-
tering upon a Globes there are likewile
two young Women on each fide of her,
which look as if they were her Daugh-
ters. Yes, faid I, by their Features and
Complexion, one would thinkfo. Toex-
pound them to you then, the Matron in
the middle, is Knowledge, or Learning,
the two others are one of them Truth,
and the other Perfuafor? Bur what
makes the Elder Lady ftand upon a Stone
like a Die? To fhew the fteadinefs of her
Pofture, that People may know where to
have her, and that her Favours are fafe
and fignificant. Well explain’d, but pray
what does fhe prefent People with?
Why, fays ke, fhe gives them Affurance,
and the facul:y of fearing nothing. And
how do thefe Qualities operate? They

give
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give the owners the Satisfation to
know they are out of Danger as long as
they live. Inearncft, faid I, this Lady
has an excellent Hand at making Pre-
fents! Buc what makes her {tand without
the Gate > To cure thofc that come hi-
ther, and give them her Cephalick Pre-
feription 5 and when the Potion has
cleans'd their Conftitution, fhe brings them
in, and prefents themto the Virtues. How
is this > Idon’t rightly underftand you.
I'll clear it to you, fays he, 'tis jult as
when a Patient dangeroufly ill, is under-
taken by a Phyfician : In the firft placethe
Dottor ‘endeavours to remove the Caule
and difcharge the Morbifick Matter ; and
when this is done, f{trength returns of
Courfe, and the Man is fet up.  But if gnc
won't take his Phyfick, and be govern'd,
’tis no wonder if he dies of the Diltem-
per. Tapprehend you, Sir, __ﬁu’d I Thus,
fays ke, when any one 1S brought to
Learning and Philofophy, fhe falls to
Dodring of him prefently, gives hima
purging Dofe out of her own Difpenfato-
ry, tbat all the ill Humours may be car-
ry’d off in the firft place. And what are
thofe > They are Ignorance and Error,
which Impofture drench’d bim with s they
are Pride, “Appetite, and Intemperance,

Anger, and Avarice; e};ddthc relt of tif}:(—

-
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Unfortunate Entertainment which he
fw:allow’d in the firt Court. And when
he’s well waf’d within, whither does
fhe fend him? Then he is permitted to
enter this laft Court, and introduced to
Science, and the other Virtues. And what
may they be? Don’t you fee within the
Gatc, fays ke, a Company of handfome,
mode(t Women, without any thing of
Drefling, Wafbes, or Expence about them?
I fec them, faid I, who are they? The
firft, fays he, is Knowledge, the other
whq arc her Silters, are Fortitude, and
Jl.lﬂlCC,. and Probity, Sobricty, Modelty
Lr_bcral:cv, and Good-Nature. In eameﬁ’
faid I, fine Ladies all! Now methinks
my Expetations begin to rife confidera-
bly. 1If you mind what you hear, fays
he, and digeft it into Prattife, your hopes
are not ill founded. T’ll do my beft, take
my Word fort. Do fo, and then you'll
fucceed, and be fafe. But pray, Jaid 1,
whither do thefe Ladies lead the Man ?
To their Mother, Jays he3; And, who is
fhe ? They call her Felicity. Felicity !
And what is her Bufinefs and Quality ?
Do you fee, fays ke, the Path that leads
us to the Mount there, where the Stru-
&are looks like a Fort for the Security of
all the Courts? Yes. And is there not
n the Porch a handfome young Lady

fitting
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fitting in a Chair of State, drefs'd like
Quality, but not to any degree of Magot,
or Curiofity. But, if you mind her, the
Crown upon her head, is particularly
fine, both in the Matter, and the Making.
Truly, it feems to be juft as you fay.
This Lady, fays ke, is Felicity. And when
any body comes hither, what’s her Bufi-
nefs?> She Crowns him, fays ke, from
her own Cabinet, and fo do all the Vir-
tues too, infomuch that by his Recepti-
on, you would take him for fome great
Conquerour 5 and that he had gone
through Hercnles's twelve Labonrs at leaft.
And has he done any thing like it> Yes
indeed. he has got the better of feveral
Wild Beafts of an extraordinary Bulk 5
Thefe were formerly his Mafters, made
him their Drudge, fnap'd a Collop forme-
times out of his Carkafs, and ufed him at
a miferable rate.  But now he has fought
himfelf into Liberty, and Conqueft, has
them all at Command, and chains them
up for Sight and Service. You awaken
my Curjofity extremcly, pray what fort
of Wild Beafts arc they ? In the fuft
place, fays ke, Ignorance and Miftake ;
now whether you know it or not, thefeare
great Beafts, and dangerous ones tco, tho’
they don't go it miy be upon all four.

Truly, fsid I, 1 think they are. The o-
Dd 2 ther




§

408 TuE MyrHaorocicaL Picture

ther parts cf his Conquelt, continnes be,
are Grief and Painj Covetoufnefs, and
Inremperance, and all the whole Force of
Vice befides. Thefe are noble Exploits,
Jaid I, the Olympick Games can thow no-
thing like it 5 But I fuppofe this Cham-
pion’s Crown is not altogether for Orna-
ment, therefore pray tell me the Advan-
tage in wearing it. You are to know
then, young Gentlemen, fuys ke, that it
has a mighry (atisfying Quality : He that
has this Crown upon his Head, is pofleft
of Happine(s ; And which is more, ’tis of
his own Growth too, without any De.
pendancc upon his Neighbours. In ecar-
neft, ’tis glorious conquering at this rate.
But how does the Man fpend his time,
and whicher does he go, after he is thus
Crown’d? The Virtues, fays be, receive
him, and condu& him back to the Place
where he was before, and here they fhew
him at what a rate of Scandal and Mifery
People live. How often they run their
Hcads againft a Poft, ramble from their
Intereft, and are led as it were in Tri-
umph by their Enemies. Some are made
Prize ot by Debauchery, fome by Arro-
gance and Ambition, and fome by Co-
vetoufnefs, €. Neither is it in their
power, to difengage themfelves and make
their Efcape hither. But they continue

Rol-
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Rolling and Retftlefs till they tumble into
their Graves ; And all this happens be-
caufe they can’t pick out the right way,
for alafs! They have forgotten the Ad-
vice the Gemins gave them. What you
fay is not unlikely 5 But ftill I'm at a lofs
why the Virtwes fnould lead this happy
Man to the Place from whence he came ?
‘Tis to inform his Judgment, fazys ke,
and make him underftand the World bet-
ter. For to dcal clearly, Error and Ig-
norance had abufed him before. And thus
his Underftanding, being mifty and mif-
led, he was wildred in the Qualities of
Things, and miftook the Nature of Good
and Evil, So that, in fhort, he was in a
great meafure, as irregular, and unhappy
as the reft. But now having gaind a
right Notion of Intereft and Advantage,
he fees farther into the Follies and Mife-
ry of other Men. Right, and when he
has feen all this, how does he difpofe of
himfelf ? Juft as he pleafes. For let him
go where he will, heis as {afeas a Shipin
a Harbour : and all People will be as glad
of his Company as a Patient is of the Vi-
fit of an able Do&or. What, won’t he be
afraid of thofe fcurvy Women any more,
which you faid were like Bears in a Bear-
garden ? Not at all. He'll never be di.
fturb’d with Pain nor Poverty, with In-
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temperance, or Avarice, nor any of that
hoftile Clan which made him uneafy be-
fore. For he’ll be perfeltly Impregnable
againlt all manner of Attacks. And as
no other Serpent dares venture upon thofe
who are bitten by a Viper, becaufe they
are fortified by a fuperiour Poyfon which
is now turn'd to an Antidote: So this
Man has always his Prefervative about
him. What you fay, feems very reafo-
natle. But pray tell me who thofe are
that come down the Hill ; fome of them
with Crowns on their Heads, and Satisfa-
¢tion in their Face : Others are the Pi&ure
of Defpair, look fomewhat maim'd and
batter'd, and feem under the Guard of a
parcel of Women? Thofe crown'd, fays
be, arc fafe arrived at the feat of Phils-
fophy, and appear pleas’d with the Con-
verfation of that Lady. But thofe who
have no fign of Succefs upon their Heads,
are fome of them turn’d back by Philofo-
pby for being unqualified : Others mife
carry for want of Induftry and Spirit.
And when they have ftrain'd up to Pa-
tience quit the Advantage of the Progrefs,
and Ramble without Path, or Direttion.
I underftand you. But, what Women are
thofe at the Heels of them? They repre-
fent, fays ke, Grief and Pain, Defpair,
lgnominy, and Ignorance. Say you fo.

Then
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Then the Men are in very bad Company,
You're right. Now when thefe People
come back to the fir{t Court and rcturn to
Luxury and Lewdnefs, they make an odd
Report of the Adventure, and blame P/i-
lofophy, and not themfclves for their Mif-
carriage 5 They tell you that all who
went upon thefe Difcoveries, are wretch-
edly harrafs'd, and difappointed. And
never enjoy any of the Satisfactions which
are to be met with at home. What Ad-
vantages are thefe? Why, in a Word,
debauching and regaling their Palates :
For Gourmandizing, and the Liberties of
a Brute are in their Eftcem the Supreme
Satisfattions. They muft take their Fan-
cy, but under favour, who are thofe
pleafant fmiling Women that comc from
yonder place? They call them Opinions,
fays ke, their Bufinefs is to introduce
thofc to Infirulion, who are upon the
Road to the Virtwes, and when they have
convey'd them hither, they returnto fetch
more : And to cncourage ncw Comers,
they lct them underftand how happy thofe
People are that took the Journey before
them. Have thefe Women admittance to
the Virtues ¢ By no means ; Opinion is ne-
ver allow’d to appear in the Prefence of
Science ; However, they deliver up their
Charge to Learning or Infirudion. And
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when they have done, go back for freth
Company : Juft like your Merchant Men,
which when they are unladen, fet fail
again, and are freighted with another
Cargo. Without Flattery, faid I, you
feem to explain thefe Matters very well :
But you have not told me what Dire@ions
the Genius, or fuperintending Spirit, gives
thofe who are jult marching into Life.
He bide them be bold, fzys ke, and keep
up their Spirits 3 and pray do you fo, for
I fhall let you into the whole Bofinefs,
and make no Omifficns in the Relation,
And here holding out his Cane again, do
you fee that blind Woman, fays ke, ftand-
ing upon a Globe, who I told you was
Fortunc 2 Yes, we fee her. The Genins,
continues he, warns every body rever to
truft this Woman, nor to reckon any
thing their own, or of any long con-
tinuance, that comes from her. For the
Grants of Fortune are always made with
aPower of Revocation ; And aMan that
holds of her is a meer Tenant at Will,
and may be turn'd out the next Day for
ought he knows to the contrary. Re-
Jumptions ate very common with this La-
dy, and therc’s no depending upon her
Favour; And therefore the Gemine ad-
vifes People to be loofe and indifferent
with her, and neither be tranfported when

fhe
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fhe gives, nor dejeGted when fhe takes
away. For fhe never adts upon Reafon,
but throws out every thing at Peradven-
ture. Therefore the Rule is never to be
furprizd at any of her Proceedings ; Nor
behave our felves like fome unreafonable
Bankers, who when there’s Mony lodg'd
in their Hands, are pleasd with receiving
it, and look upon it as their own: But
when ‘tis drawn out again, they are as
much out of humour, as if they had fome
real injury done them: Never remem-
bring they are but Cafhcers; and that
they were trufted with the Sum, upon
condition of repaying it upon demand.
Thefe things the Dire@ing Spirit orders
People to obferve, with refcrence to
Fortune, whofe Cuftom it is to take away
what the has be(tow’d, and foon after, to
reftore thrice as much ; And it may be
in a little time the will turn fhort again,
carry off her lalt Bounty, and a great
deal more into the bargain. Upon thefe
Confiderations, the Geniur enjoyns them
to receive what they can of her, and make
off with it forthwith in queft of a more
Jafting Liberality : And where is this to
be bad? Learning, replies the Gentleman,
will prefent them, provided they can
get fafe to her. Prefent them with
what> With the Knowledge of what

is
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is really ufeful, and fignificant ; now this
is a Favour that will ftick by them, and
therc’s no fear of its being recalld ; And
therefore the Genius bids them prefs for-
ward for this Advantage as faft as they
can : And when they come up to thofe
Women, which I told you were call’d
Pleafure and Intemperance, they are or-
der'd to pafs on, without making the
leaft ftop, or acquaintance, till they reach
Pretended- Learning 5 and here they arc
to ftay fometime till fhe has furnifh'd
them with Conveniencies for their Jour-
ney 5 and then to fet forward to trae Lear-
ning or Philofophy, with all Expedition.
Thefe arc the Directions of the Genius,
which whofoever either negle&s, or mi-
{takes, is loft and undone to all intents and
purpofes, Thus, Gentlemen, the Mytho-
logy of the Pitfure is explain’d to” you,
And if you have any thing to ask far-
ther about the Argument. you are hear-
tily welcome. Sir, faid I, fince you give
us this freedom, pray what is it the Ge-
nins orders People to receive of Pretended
Learning ¢ Some things that may be of
Service to them if they pleafe, What are
thole > Letters, fays ke, and Scholarfhip,
which being a handfome Amufement, arc
as Plato obferves, a fore of Reftraint up-
on young People, and keep them fome-

times
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times from flying out into Extrava-
gance. Is there then a Neceflity of touch-
ing upon this Coaft in order to the arriv-
ing at true Learning 2 Mot at all: They
are ufeful indeed in fome Refpeds, but
as to the Point of Probity, they fignify
little. Do you fay then they fignify no-
thing towards Virtue, and moral Improve-
ment ? I fay a Man may be good with-
out them, and yet they are not altoge-
ther Ufelefs. To illuftrate the Matter.
Tho’ we may underltand a Foreigner well
enough by an Interpreter, yet it may not
be amifs to lcarn the Language our (elves,
Thus you fec we may go on without the
Advantages of Education. What then
don’t Mathematicians and othcer Scholars,
ftand fairer for degrees in Honefty, than
other People ? I can’t fee which way, fays
be, fince they miftake the Nature of
Good and Evil, and are as much govern’d
by their Vices as the reft of the World.
For, to fpeak freely, a Man may have
abundance of fine Noticns in his Head,
and run through all the Sciemces as they
call them, and yet love Wine and Wo-
men, and Mony, a great deal too much.
In fhort, he may be admirablv furnith’d
this way, and yet be a Fop, a Knave, or
a Traitor, if he hasnot acare: I'm forry
to fay there are not a few Men of Letters

lya-
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lyable to this Imputation. And fince the
Cafe ftands thus, what Advantage have
they in reference to Virtue above others ?
Truly not much, as you have reprefent-
ed the Matter. But under favour what's
the Reafon then thefe Gentlemen are
lodg'd in the Second Court, for by their
Apartments they {eem to be next Neigh-
bours to #rue Knowledge 2 And what of
all that, fayr he? Don't you fee feveral
pafs immediately from Debanchery to true
Knowledge, from the fitt Court, to the
third, without making a Vifit to thefe
Gentlemen of Education > And in what,
then, docs their Privilege confitt? In
carneft, I think they are either more lazy
or morc untoward then the reft, in Learn-
ing the Leflon they fhould do. How fo,
Jasd I¢ Becaufe, fays he, thole in the
Second Conrt pretend ta know more than
they really do: Now their being thus
conceited in their Ignorance, makes them
more fluggith in their Advances to #rue
Knowledge than otherwile they would be,
Befides, don’t you obferve that Opinion,
and Urcertainty are perpetually trudging
to tiem out of the Firff Court ¢ Sothat
in fine they are not a jot better than other
Mortals, unle(s Repentarnce calls in at their
Lodgings and they grow fully convinc'd
that tis only Sham-Learning which they

have

or CeBES THE THEBAN. 417

have been all this while amus'd with ;
And that unlefs they mend their Man-
ners, and their Company, ’tis impoffible
for them not to Milcarry. And therefore
Gentlemen, fays be, 1 hope you'll remem-
ber this Difcourfe, comply with the Di-
rections, and Praife them up to a Ha-
bit 5 Indeed all other Bufinefs is but tri-
fling to this ; But you muft frequemly
recollett your Memory, and take Pains
with your felves, otherwife what you
have heard will do you no Service. We
fhall endeavour to take your Advice. But
I defire you would explain your felf a
little upon the Notion of Advantage, and
how the Common Liberalities of For-
tune can be faid not to be Good 5 fuch as
Life, Health, Riches, Fame, Pofterity,
Viftory, ¢*c. And how the contrary to
thefe can be maintain’d not to be Evil 2
To affert this I mult necds (ay, is all Rid-
dle and Paradox to me. To fatisfy you,
Jays be, 1 fhall ask you a few Queftions,
and pray fpeak your Mind freely in your
Anfwer, I fhall do it. What do you
think then in cafe a Man lives ill, is Life
anv Advanrage to him? No truly, [zid
I, “tis rather a Difadvantage. Very Well,
Jays be, then bare living, without other
Confiderations, is no Privilege: ‘tis a
Good Thing to thofe that live well, but

a
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a Misfortune to others. Under favour
do you afirm that Life is Advantage,
and Difadvantage too? 1 do. Pray, fuid
I, have a care of an Abfurdity 5 For ’tis
impoflible the fame Thing fhould be both
Good and Bad ; At this rate it would be
Profitable, and Prejudicial, and the Ob-
ject of Choice and Averfion, at the fame
time., That is Abfurdity enough, fiys
ke, in all Confcience : But pray, if living
Ill is a mifchief to him that’s guilty on’t
does it follow from hence, that Life pre-
cifely taken has any barm in’t? Indeed,
I can’t fay both thefe Cafes are the
fame. Why then Life is no bad Bufi-
nefs, if it were, thofe who live well,
would iic under the Misfortune, for th2y
Tive no lefs than other Pcople. Truly,
you feem to argue reafonably enough.
Thercfore, fays b, fince Life is common
bothh to Good and Bad People, it muft
be Indifferent of it felf, and the Ufc muft
determine the Quality. °Tis much like
Lancing and Burning, the Seafon and the
Application ; makes the Diftintion 5 If
a Man be well, it does him a Mifchief,
but an Ulcer, oranImpofthume, is much
the better for a skilful Hand. To put an
other Queftion to you, had you rather live
{candaloufly, or Dic bravely ? I had ra-
ther Die upon thofe terms, You an-

fwer

fwer like a Man; From hence it follows
that Death is no Evil, becaufe ‘tis fome-
times more Eligible thanLiving. Youare
right. The fame Reafoning, continues my
Inftruder, will hold with reference to Health
and Difeafes 5 For the former is fome-
times a Misfortunc to a Man, and as Ciz-
cumftances may happen, he had mach
better have been fick in his Bed. 1 can't
deny what you fay. Let us go on then,
Jays be, and examine the Cafc of Riches ;
And here a very little Reafoning will ferve
the Turn: For Matter of Falt when tis
frequent and vifible, needs no Proof:
Now, nothing is more common than to
fee Wealthy People live Scandaloully and
Miferably, Ay, that’s buttoo true. Then
Riches does them no fervice in order to
Virtue, and Happinefs, It feems fo, other-
wife they would manage better.  Well
then, “tis Precept, and Principles, not an
Eftate, which makes Men good for {ome-
thing. Indeed 1 think {o. Which way
then, fays ke, canlVealth be a real Advan-
tage, if it can’t improve the Owners, nor
contribute to the making them betterMen 2
I can’t tell. By your Corncefiion, an E-
ftate muft be a Difadvantage to thofc who
know not how to ufe itc.  Yes, withont all
doubt. How then can that be abfolutcly
a good Thing, when a Man is fometimles

the
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the better for being without i, From
hence it follows that aPerfon that hasHo-
nefty and Difcretion to his Fortune, may
make fomething on’t ; But unlefs he js
thus qualified, he is only furnifh'd with
Edge-Tools to cut his Fingers. To con-
clude, the overrating thefe Things is that
which diforders Humane Life, and ruins
the World 5  For when People fancy they
can’t be happy without fuch Circumftan-
ces, they’ll boggle at no Wickednefs to
come at them ; And all this Mifchief is oc-
cafion'd, for want of a right Notion of
what is really Good.

FINIS.
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